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Linguistic Turn and the Education of Liberal Arts
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Abstract In this paper, we try to criticize a bias that liberal arts are not practical. First, I introduce holistic
models of knowledge and constructivism in education. Second, I suggest ‘linguistic turn’ as another noticeable
phenomenon. Language is an element of culture, but a priviledged one because culture, in itself, is linguistic.
So culture is a sort of a text. We can see that liberal arts or humanities to deal with texts, contexts and
languages can have an important role to read, understand and construct a world. So the rediscovery of the
traditional model of the education of liberal arts like processes of graduating studies of liberal arts or
humanities, is relevant to a new ‘practical’ model of reading and leading recent social transformations. An
important point is academic contribution. And current situation called ‘Knowledge-Based Society’ also supports
my point in another way. The situation of rapidly changing knowledge requires an education of problem-solving
ability by unifying and reconstructing knowledge supporting with constructivism in education rather than the
cramming system of education.
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