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Purpose : The purpose of this study was to identify the extent to which nurses’ death perceptions, death
anxiety, and stress associated with terminal care affects their attitudes toward terminal care. Method : A total
of 214 nurses were asked questions about characteristics, death perceptions, death anxiety, stress associated
with end-of-life care, and terminal care attitudes, using structured questionnaires. The data were analyzed
using descriptive analysis, t—test, ANOVA, Scheffé’s test, Pearson’s correlation coefficients, and stepwise
multiple regression. Results: Factors influencing terminal care attitudes in participants were positive meaning
associated with death, respect for life, final education, end—of-life nursing education experiences, stress
associated with end-of-life care, death anxiety, and position. These factors explained 38.7% of variance in
participants’ terminal care attitudes (F=20.18, p<.001). Conclusion
attitude toward terminal care, it is necessary to raise positive awareness about death and respect for life, and
it is necessary to develop various educational programs and strengthen their capacity through continuous
education.

: In order for nurses to have a positive
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Table 1. The Differences of Terminal Care Attitudes according to General Characteristics

257t B0l DIX[=
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(N=214)

Terminal care attitudes

Characteristics Categories n(%) M+SD
MzSD t / F(p)
<25 89(41.6) 2.94+0.32
26-30° 55(25.7) 3014035 3.3
Age (year) . 29.20+5.25 (027)
31-35 44(20.6) 3.12+0.32 adc*
=36 26(12.1) 3.05+0.33
Si 173(80.8 2.9940.33 -
Marital status mgle' ®08) 1.69
Married 41(19.2) 3.09+0.36 (.092)
Diploma® 84(39.3) 2.9340.32 16.07
Fducation level Bachelor” 111(51.9) 3.01+0.31 (<001)
>Attending graduate school® 19(8.9) 3.3840.26 a,b<c*
16~36° 67(31.3) 2.92+0.32
4.83
ini 37~72 61(28.5) 2.98+0.34 :
Total clinical career C 74.88451.08 (003)
(year) 72~108 32(15.0) 3.00+0.33 add*
>109 54(25.2) 3.15+0.32
General unit 98(45.8) 2.94+0.28 508
Working unit Intensive care unit 43(20.1) 3.11+0.32 ( 0 53)
Hospice unit 73(24.1) 3.02+0.39 '
Relic Yes 120(56.1) 3.03+0.33 1.23
elgion
8 No 94(43.9) 2.98+0.33 (221)
, . Staff nurse 184(86.0) 2.97+0.33 -4.04
Working position
Above charge nurse 30(14.0) 3.23+0.30 (<.001)
Experience with Yes 129(60.3) 3.09+0.33
education of EOL 4.34
No 85(39.7) 2.89+0.33 (<.001)
care
Experience of Yes 159(74.3) 3.03£0.33 1.51
acquaintance death  No 55(25.7) 2.95+0.35 (132
EOL=End of life
* Scheffé test
o] 74.88+51.987f€0loH, 3674€(3Y) olskt 15.874, 539 F44 94“1—‘5 72.32+9.66%, S
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Table 2. The Descriptive Statistic for Study Variables (N=214)
. . Possible ltem
Variables M+SD Min-max range MHSD
The view of the life and death scale
Positive meaning of death 87.59+15.87 25-133 19-133 4,61+0.83
Negative meaning of death 72.32%9.66 43-103 16-112 4.52+0.60
Death concern 42.78+10.33 18-70 10-70 427+1.03
Life respect and will 52.98+9.32 26-76 12-84 4.41x0.77
Death anxiety 90.2949.34 61-125 35-140 2.58+0.26
EOL care stress 151.02+21.73 56-200 40-200 3.77+0.54
Terminal care attitudes 90.42+10.17 67-115 30-120 3.01+0.33
EOL=End of life
WENT W& FA(1=4.34 p=<.001)°IA {25t Zpo] 29 344 Yule FF9 FAA 9n|(=.29,
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Table 3. The Correlation among Study Variables (N=214)
Posm.ve Negatllve Death Life Death EOL care Terminal
bl meaning  meaning respect anviety - care
Variables of death of death and wi attitudes
r(p)
Positive meaning of death 1
. . 29
Negative meaning of death (<00D) 1
Death concern ( <gé D (_7'85) 1
Life respect and will ( <'381) (2)231) ('02012) 1
Death ansic -.20 .28 -.18 -.25 1
v (004 (00D (009 (00D
13 25 .16 -.05 .19
EOL care stress 066 (00D (023) (485) (004) !
Terminal care attitudes o 17 29 A3 24 17 1
(00D (.011) (<.001) (€001 (00D (.013)

FOL=End of life
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Table 4. Factors influencing on Terminal Care Attitudes (N=214)
Variables B SE B t p R Adjusted R° F p

(Constant) 2.18 .28 7.89 <.001

Positive meaning of death .00 .00 25 418 <.001 205 201

Life respect and will .01 .00 24 4.10 <.001 302 295

Education level** 15 .07 12 2.06 .040 335 .326

E??gi“i;gtf education | 0417 306 002 357 345 w18
EOL care stress .10 .04 .16 2.83 .005 .373 .358

Death anxiety -.22 .08 -.17 -2.98 .002 .398 .378

Working position™* 11 .06 12 2.00 .046 407 387

EOL=End of life
* Durbin—Watson=1.862

** Dummy variable=Education level (reference: attending graduate school); working position (reference: staff nurse);

experience with education of EOL care (reference: yes)
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