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Comparison of Unsafe Sex Experience between Multicultural and
Non-Multicultural Korean Adolescents

Hyunju Park

College of Nursing, Chuncheon Campus, Kangwon National University

ABSTRACT

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to compare unsafe sex experiences of multicultural and non-multicultural
adolescents. Methods: The study analyzed the data of 3,029 respondents who responded that they had sex in
the Korea Youth Risk Behavior Web-Based Survey of 2018. Weighted percentages and simple and multiple
logistic regression were conducted using SAS 9.2. Results: As a result of univariate analysis, the odds ratio of
unsafe sex was significantly higher in multicultural adolescents, but the difference between the two groups was
not significant after controlling for the related variables. Among the covariates, the odds of unsafe sex were
significantly higher in boys (AOR: 1.34; 95% CI: 1.08~1.66), those who did not live with their family (AOR: 1.68;
95% Cl: 1.17~2.39), those with low academic achievement (AOR: 1.33; 95% CI: 1.02~1.73), binge drinkers (AOR:
1.61; 95% CI: 1.29~2.02), smokers (AOR: 1.37; 95% CI: 1.06~1.78), and those who did not receive sex education
(AOR: 1.59; 95% CI: 1.20~2.11). Conclusion: There was no significant difference in unsafe sex experience
between multicultural and non-multicultural adolescents. This study also shows the positive effect of school sex
education on safe sex in teenagers. It is necessary to strengthen sex education for male students, students not
living with their family, students with low academic achievement, binge drinkers, and smokers.

Key Words: Multicultural adolescent; Korea youth risk behavior web-based survey; Sexual intercourse; Contraception
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ARL ) GO b Qb ST AZ BASA NS A A S 9B Auu ot gk vk 54
& RgT el A ChEsh YauThuchEs Yool &b F AT SRES this) Yadzt vickEsh Fad Aol
A3 b VA A o] GOl chEA i AT golit Aol giglom, F 18 BE debia nEstle) u]
3] AEA (proc surveylogistic)= B3l AT 2 A9 o] Bttt 7Y AAeR(p <.001), AF X9 (p=.022), 7=
BA.L SAS 928 ol 85te] EAahelrY. 3 AR vl (p <.001), SHIHH(p < 001)2 F TFAA
Fojat 2pol7} Agich. 3, 717 AR 45 ‘8 o) vlgo] e
3} A 41.2%, BIThHE3} F4d 20.5%, wH 2|9 A5 H]
Table 1. General Characteristics (N=3,209)
Multicultural youths ~ Non-multicultural youths
Variables Categories (n=81) (n=3128) Rao-Scott x* p
n (%)* n (%)*
Gender Girls 33(35.4) 1058 (31.5) 0.47 493
Boys 48 (64.6) 2070 (68.5)
School level Middle 24 (22.6) 725 (20.8) 0.16 .693
High 57 (77 .4) 2403 (79.1)
Economic Upper 32(39.6) 1312 (42.1) 18.67 <.001
status Middle 15(19.2) 1158 (37.4)
Lower 34 (41.2) 658 (20.5)
Living area Small town 11 (15.3) 249 (6.4) 7.61 .022
Medium city 33 (43.7) 1454 (49.3)
Large city 37 (41.0) 1425 (44.3)
Living with Yes 56 (65.6) 2785 (89.2) 45.60 <.001
family No 25 (34.4) 343 (10.8)
School Upper 45 (57.4) 1076 (34.0) 19.12 <.001
achievement Middle 9 (8.6) 731 (23.6)
Lower 27 (34.0) 1321 (42.4)
Stress Stressful 33 (42.1) 1439 (45.8) 1.90 .385
Moderate 30(33.7) 1150 (36.8)
Not stressful 18(24.2) 539 (17.4)
Depression Yes 37 (50.4) 1334 (42.4) 2.01 .156
No 44 (49.6) 1794 (57.6)
Experience of Yes 27 (61.7) 492 (30.2) 17.90 <.001
binge drinking No 21 (38.3) 1142 (69.8)
Smoking None 32(35.3) 1366 (43.1) 1.61 447
Past smoker 13 (19.7) 605 (19.2)
Current smoker 36 (45.0) 1157 (37.7)
Experience of Yes 46 (52.7) 2341 (74.0) 15.97 <.001
sex education No 35 (47.3) 787 (26.0)

*Weighted %.
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Table 2. Odds Ratio for Having Unsafe Sex (Bivariate Relationships)
Unsafe sex
Variables Categories No Yes OR 95% CI p
n (%) n (%)
Multiculture Non-multicultural 1,898 (60.5) 1,235 (39.5) 1
Multicultural 34 (42.0) 47 (58.0) 2.30 1.47~3.58 <.001
Gender Girls 686 (62.9) 405 (37.1) 1
Boys 1,241 (58.6) 877 (41.4) 1.21 1.04~1.40 .011
School level High school 1,557 (63.3) 903 (36.7) 1
Middle school 370 (49.4) 379 (50.6) 1.68 1.40~2.02 <.001
Economic Upper 791 (58.9) 553 (41.1) 1
status Middle 731 (62.3) 442 (37.7) 0.88 0.75~1.02 .088
Lower 405 (58.5) 287 (41.5) 1.06 0.88~1.28 .562
Living area Large city 905 (61.9) 557 (38.1) 1
Medium city 869 (58.4) 618 (41.6) 1.14 0.96~1.35 134
Small town 153 (58.9) 107 (41.1) 1.23 0.88~1.72 228
Living with Yes 1,763 (62.1) 1,078 (37.9) 1
family No 164 (44.6) 204 (55.4) 211 1.66~2.67 <.001
School Middle 493 (66.6) 247 (33.4) 1
achievement Upper 642 (57.3) 479 (42.7) 1.64 1.37~1.98 <.001
Lower 792 (58.8) 556 (41.2) 1.50 1.25~1.79 <.001
Stress Stressful 878 (59.7) 594 (40.3) 1
Moderate 734 (62.2) 446 (37.8) 0.87 0.74~1.01 .073
Not stressful 315 (56.6) 242 (43.4) 1.10 0.90~1.35 .354
Depression No 1,118 (60.8) 720 (39.2) 1
Yes 809 (59.0) 562 (41.0) 1.11 0.95~1.30 185
Experience of No 762 (65.5) 401 (34.5) 1
binge drinking Yes 255 (49.1) 264 (50.9) 1.95 1.59~2.39 .002
Smoking None 857 (61.3) 541 (38.7) 1
Past smoker 393 (63.6) 225 (36.4) 1.01 0.83~1.23 917
Current smoker 677 (56.8) 516 (43.2) 1.27 1.08~1.49 .005
Experience of Yes 1,492 (62.5) 895 (37.5) 1
sex education No 435 (52.9) 387 (47.1) 1.61 1.34~1.95 <.001

OR=0dds ratio; CI=Confidence interval.
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Table 3. Adjusted Odds Ratio for Having Unsafe Sex (Multivariate Relationships)

Variables Categories AOR 95% CI 4
Multiculture Non-multicultural 1
Multicultural 1.50 0.83~2.69 178
Gender Girls 1
Boys 1.34 1.08~1.66 .008
School level High school 1
Middle school 1.19 0.87~1.64 284
Living with Yes 1
family No 1.68 1.17~2.39 .005
School Middle 1
achievement Upper 1.28 0.95~1.73 109
Lower 1.33 1.02~1.73 .038
Experience of No 1
binge drinking Yes 1.61 1.29~2.02 <.001
Smoking None 1
Past smoker 1.14 0.84~1.55 402
Current smoker 1.37 1.06~1.78 .018
Experience of Yes 1
sex education No 1.59 1.20~2.11 .001

AOR=Adjusted odds ratio.
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