The Research Journal of
the Costume Culture

[Original Article]

Received March 23, 2020
Revised April 21, 2020
Accepted April 21, 2020

TCorresponding author
(young509@korea.ac kr)

ORCID

Yhe-Young Lee
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4389-8310
Yung-Hyun Yoo
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9072-7307

This work was supported by
the Ministry of Education of
the Republic of Korea and the
National Research Foundation
of Korea (NRF-2016STA5A2A0
1025348).

pISSN 1226-0401 elSSN 2383-6334
RJCC Vol.28, No.2, pp.166-180, April 2020
https://doi.org/10.29049/rjcc.2020.28.2.166

Oral history study on Japanese menswear
custom-tailoring culture

Yhe-Young Lee' and Yung-Hyun Yoo’
Professor, Dept. of Home Economics Education, Korea University, Korea
Ph.D., Dept. of Human Ecology, Graduate School, Korea University, Korea"

229 HY AEF=E HYUYE Z=i0 et FsA A7

aEdst /PR m, wetn durdiete gggsty aap

Abstract

This oral history study explores the past and present Japanese menswear custom-
tailoring culture. Two master tailors with more than 50 years of experience and two
young tailors with less than a year of experience were interviewed about the tailor
training process and environment, working conditions, thinking and behavior, and
societal and governmental efforts for vitalizing custom-tailoring. The results indicate,
first, a 10-year apprenticeship was required in the past, whereas young tailors today
must register for three-year professional tailoring classes. Tailors then and now have
been trained in a similar sequence of pants, vests, and jackets. Second, regarding
working conditions, tailors had to provide gratitude services to their masters for a few
years, even after their training ended. In contrast, young tailors today must continue
a probationary period after their three-year schooling; however, they experience
difficulty with finding tailoring shops for their probation. Third, in terms of thinking
and behavior, master tailors learned their trade to earn a living, whereas young tailors
today entered the field due to their interests in it. In addition, young tailors want a
systematic learning process, whereas master tailors learned their skills while on the
job. Last, tailoring academies today are run by tailoring shops and societies. Career
exploration programs are offered to elementary and middle school students by the
Kobe government in association with the local tailoring society to provide tailoring
experiences.
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l. Introduction
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}(Koike, Noguchi, & Yosimura, 2005). ‘¢4 5419
AF EAl9] 80 FAF o R AIZE 1860AH T
HE A0 QF5e} 542 FHOE A B &
o] AU A Bl (tailors) 2FE 7]&Z A
o o] FAISHE| QI ck(Kitamura, 1999; Osakabe,
2015). A B FEZ 1A AARAS AXEA &
AEY THFELE AYE 7 SHARE ATto] A
YA 71459 Q1719 oA 19650 HA] 4]
Ako] Al A= (51.4%)5ko] B FE-S 2531,
1977d0l= oF 20%% 9 FES Fistrlo] ol=
2 7l&gE 1R FASHEA S WGt &
719of| 5 BAE L wE2 B W2 7IeAE 4
207 FAdfof et F4E7F JlSItH(Japanese
Western Clothes Newspaper, 1988). o]2{3t =21} 4
A A2o| FAGAL] ool ATA ol AT} 2
ol HAAL BE B34S £ XS] Bt A
W FEFo] 2MIA Wl ololrla Stk
(Youichi, 2005).

gre ABH FAYAL Mo hE olo]
1ee AFtn AE RS B F B

2 AAA FEZ ottt 7Hgol gt AT 7)&
Ao gt AP 7|5 =okE dol BE F Yo
T £2 EH7|7} E9tH(Chang, 2015; Shin, 2008).
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A0 A4 Qo) P4 BEE A 2 B4
o Hjolg ohrth. AA, el Alz Hgle]
AgAs B5A 0] KjolS ok A, WA
W Hdego) $45E 9 QR Yoo 4
B Lo A ofwt 1S ]G ow, ol
92 ofmgt AJARo] QU] Al

Il. Background: Japanese Adoption of
Menswear Custom-Tailoring

I AuARSC] FHANA S A REH ol %
=G AN e Etotal IF RSO AFA EAY
Aol Z(cape)E 2HESH = Fh MY EF49 £H
T AN D7) RE gt Ag 57Hs0] &
IS FstEA AFEAEE, AS 54 2
& &AY AE FES Kokl AEAT &85t
A df5kA 0l B&S B Qith(Koike et al., 2005). Y&
o] BAAIHl sFste HAI= AL D2l
o

UrAZo] AF BAL AL F AL 1647] 2
1=]

o 2N AT R AR EAE 18679 H

FE SHoHA FFEIT} o]Folx v YRt
o] A A& o] 5 et 1868 RE o] XAt 7}
JHHA 2L FX7t AFEE=H, ol& HlolA &
Alolgt gttt o9k A Ao w2 AATH 49
AA7F S ar, Mg F4]9] EQjo] EASE It
2004).
o]z fAlo = Qe Lofstr}t wiEA FZ=H
A 18709 FEOIAEE At FAHoR o]F
ojfct. St} SitE 27t ALt =g BEE
AHotdA FEE F=9 AS &85t ol &
FAQl UE, SHujgR, 3F, dx Y 59 A%
Eo| FEOoE AAHIUY, HHEY BHELEL
ILEFE(frock coat)’t YHFStE| it BHH Hlo] 2] A]
o] gL F2 Y& ABEAS 285191, 1880
dd) o] AFolv it Helxt zp, o4 e
7F F2 FAR1 Ay gEoA Ag BAS A85
7] AlZ}otth(Koike et al., 2005).

A} Fo= 2iste] B2HE Hol7] Ysf 34
A3l Aol AF EAlS 2H8-5kth(Kitamura, 1999).
A2 18729 Mg oz g A= F43
Ao #E-S 2 E5S B o] Al7]of 9k
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nt2a7F PAE A G FHRAISHA 18879 l=
n2olMl 5 $8otth 5 285 A9
SAAQ BEgE oistet 42 A= A2 4
AotAA Haf ZAZE QAL RIS G0 R R E
9l tk(Slade, 2009).

FE] B2 1869¢ F=lo] Qoo Al
AFREE oA A AlZtl o, o]EFdoll=
5749 Aol DEQD YAIFHFAR(ERE=)7T
AR ABALE 11835 oA EHe FEAS 9
t}. 18724 o]Fofl= 1Al B2 FEHE0] A7
1, g7t FEFo] SolUHA AAT] FE
o] =87} F7Felqlth. a3 stutel 549 YEHEA|
oA 712 o]l FAG FEHFES =2l =LY
oA A woloptt FES AHZ TE 5 U
(Kitamura, 1999; Osakabe, 2015). wghA] o]&{st 1L
7k FEAES AYstie 1880 SRI7HA] A%F
O] AZ2 A= o] FojA|A] Foto] AU &
9] A7} GolHth(Slade, 2009; Yi, 2012). LA}
oA E3H 188339 ABnItAo] FAHR FE
A 2 AeEo] A g, T AES Il
SiA Azbetetal A9 Sl AS B GO AztE
FEo] 7t HojHaS AT 4= Urk(Koike et
al,, 2005). YEHFAof] Qli= w25 A] HiEE oA 1906
d HEE A atelien S E o= F=<1 HLE
Ql mlAMitchell)o] &SI HYAE FLoI=E
TH“The home,” 2018).

g FEo] =YHUS 1 o]E &35 A2 /st
U =2 ALEA 2] 919] Aol ol WEOAR
E] A5} o]Fo|HE B ofye}, gE YEI Fo]
HR7] g &o]th(Koike et al., 2005). FE-o] dulo]
SoAE "rolsoiA]7] AR A2 1880d ] Syt
o] Eojxgitt. o] IAofA WEO] MFDrt XY=
Ak EZF ABEAT AF FA]9] £80] o]FolX]
E BE7E ZAh dulEe A mA}, x]3go],
&, AT 59 ANAEE FEHOE HA 485}
s A3 A 2okt AFA QA AE =

A9l @AV T 8EE= ST QlQIth(Kitamura, 1999).
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Bajo] B FEA AT R

olZ|gt IFEZ AXWA 1899 FEZ Y1 A4l
ARS Aot AHEES AA St ‘stolrteb ke
8o} SRS, ol FBe] Azo] el Au
2} (standing collan)®] HOFH & BoIct. Ffol7}
e 19109thol FHH o Aloke] Aol F B
FEHA A" AFE AAske 338U o=
HAE A H(Koike et al., 2005).
EojA| FEo] glo]E ZrEk(white collar)Q] 2|7
AoloflAl FREO R A= H2IE7] AlZRE
12t Ae] 2 FEo|qlth 1920 o= -H
Ao FES 2L 5 YA HAUok 9
9] 4T} =FA AT HolAE oJH3] A
5 248 48047 YT, Ho|E 2
HolA= gitd o g XE EAZ 2851 th(Francks,
2009). o] Al7]9] /45L& 7H3-& mlAdS ol&3f 1t
oo A obEE, &%, &
1920t Fhtoll= Mgl 73 B412 3 42 9y
7t S3otHA ol&% ‘EU/HEY Ayd ‘EEEY
Holyzl E3th(Koike et al., 2005).
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2851 H A=l GHE AtolollAl= ofelH]E

2EHA(Ivy League style)o] =LA -F-FsHATHSt
George, 2017). A EA4] HH3}O] g2 A Shil
7F Q715 EA = sHAIRE 1960t 0] 7148+l &
ATEHA BhE FEOY] £Q+= 1970dHE AUHA
A2 27 = A (Koike et al.,, 2005). o3t A&}
M= G S HdPEe g 579 AAR
AlE BAS IR AP AS o R HES]
< ojojzitt. 11 A3}, 1980t} 1990 o] F=
& olZuly FFE(Armani suits)Q] 217]2} 7 o]
gejo} @AM HLHTY 7&S 2F dEoR =
o} JEHE ok HIYH 7T 54K Craig, 2018;
St George, 2017). 2000 o]Zof = Q]| A f-st}
TAA 2SS ARt HLHE FAs0] &5 SOl

o, FUHAE o2 &YHE Bale, OJAYT 5
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9] gk= oFE-Fo] A Fo]tiCrompton, 2016; Youich,
. E9] Bale9] 7%, AFEEro] FrE(Samurai
£EQe ASH ow, BAel b

91 5 ¥ S5 e 0 3

QItH(Wiesman, 2015).

ll. Research Methods

£ AL QRO Py BEE gAY Bt
of i olshg A1t Slstel TEA ATPHS
S, e ATPEE FAt AYFO

AZtol A A&E 7120 Al jet ietog Mg
A RIZe) Azl 159 A2 vY] 9] Al
=9ItHYoon & Ham, 2006). Eﬂ° 2y E3to] gt
TAH AT} Aot B ARl HdeY
Bt A9 B4 B9 1 £k 484
Z@o)A olsfstuA stttk AP APatr] 9ot
o 2 YLL PR3] 201849 5Y 14°NA] 169
Apolo] Ago] 504 o]Atol YAl uraE gUze &
Q2% A 19 wlekel A1Y L] 293} oF 24]
7v8 &3 o 8AI7 59 WAL APsigich. AR
HdZZ AlFSHA | ol FeE T 27, 2
27, "o ARl A, dA 2 9 AF=
ul2] FgetdaL, FAIA S W82 (Table 1) AJA]
Stolch AR g gHoRRE Y& P HEE

<Table 1> Contents of interview questions

cHFed 23

Hd2 9 S o4, & THL2 £ AR
A3} Psa], FojeF A7 Ado|A Y AdA &4
L8} WS WS EASIT AN dAREC]
AAAGA EAEY] olop|E Eofd 4 AEE &
Sak93, Aol et AES F7F5he] olopr]e] o
g2 AT A OIB‘H’E}_\_X} S}¥tH(Yoon, 2013; Yoon
& Ham, 2006). HY W82 v|g] JoliE o =35
R, HYo] B %i’\?(transcrlbe) 9 HAGE &
&Z A5l ofdAd 22 S FAOIA AHA|
o o Qlo] A AR tiet F7F A2 ofv
A2 Pt HHS G| 59 9 H AET}
ti&sl JPFom, AR} gt=o] ¥k o] M&
7HlA =5ttt olH S B F7F At g
2 §ojof] 5&e dERINA M =53tk
2 A7t oAt dFES S8 v A U
&ol o= EAAS 7H Ay tidAE Qs 9
3] =5} th(Yoon & Ham, 2006). tJEAS 3l
Bl P} 40 SARQ S8 oA Al
A Elde ZF 1584 wysteloh HdaAg g1
£ @A BY FolHA 8 LAEZ FARAY, =)
A2 ti3loA AT HEo] Sl mhAE H Y
(master ailor)& A9I5}3IC. ThAE Eie o)
BE ofojdle] Aeiet A0 55 HYel Hel
& Eeeh 49 B2 @A) 9ol RN §e

Hg HAE Z87|ToA THRSIHA UL HIst

|

i

il

Question contents Master tailors

Incoming tailors

- Age

Basic information . .
Tailoring starting year and place

- Age
Tailoring starting year and place

Motivation for starting tailoring

Motivation - Influence of social situation on the decision

to become a tailor

Motivation for starting tailoring
Influence of social situation on the decision
to become a tailor

- Tailor training environment
Will to train incoming tailors

Training

Problems of training incoming tailors

Tailor training environment & expectation
concurrence

Opinions on their masters’ skills and ways of
thinking

Work environment

. occupation
& business outlook P

Social status of tailors
Tailoring business outlook

- Work environment change over the years
Social perception change of tailoring as an | - Social perception of tailoring as an occupation

Social status of tailors
Tailoring business outlook
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2 Qo gy BEE ALY Bolo) B T4 A7 R

U= °olEZ HYstath 19 AES =R st Y RRIFAE T
95t WHERAAEY FAFC HARE o33 SHHPMG Knowledge Engine Research Center, n.d.).

2k 5749 HYHE ARl A= 19349802 M AR W At Wy oAbl tigt A E = (Table

EFEAAE AAqS| o)A 19559 S A4S & 2)°ll Ag=lskAt

AT T74Y f8 BHE FEAANA 194737 HY

2 8E wie-7] AlFStATh A A 19609 4]0 IV. Results

2 E3sto] WHES AAR 2018874 AL S0

A B2E FEAE Q5 AU, FE oA AT 1HoA FA EEE HdE ARl 4

+GolHA A EgEE FH5t A 1= H P& WA W&S EAsto] Blde] 4 Y E &

g oftASES UE FES FISIT ARl B 74, &Y 4, AArAs 5], g3e ARA

19413/ 0 2 3| 2A|ute] W FE o)A 1956‘5 U9 A &%} =8Z FE5HUTE FAE 24

B L FS vl¢7] ARSI, 1960 1|9 ¢ A= o2 A

HHO0R obAf oF 277 LRSI} 1987d0l| =1

o Hyo] AAIE 2018W71A] @& FEHE 2o} 1. Tailor training process & environment

I ATk = 19869 715 A ANA 1915 A

Aot AL, 1| AR A A3t AFlQl M| ulo]A 1) Master tailors

HE SVAYELSTEETZRYY FolibdS 94 A< At B7Y 74 IEE "L PBE Hl97] Al
StAth 5749 A9 Hde C= oAy Fast AF 2kt 194733 1956 0ll= FEl 71 ASHAA %=
O =& 4dA tfshE EYotal, ARl A7} LFok=s Y& Alg BAdton Y& w9 EA4] W&ol gyt

ofztE|ulofA 20173 FE H AP vl-*-7] AZR StEo] U =AY ne2 dEojz SIAEA
AL A Al 244100k 9] AI]) D s E e} (T bix 5 2 9)Et sk, 7 AR 25 Ao o
g EUskL, Ax=o] Hxloluz HAFPH}F 1L 7t | A FEHAA HEAAClE shiA HdE
A aASESTAE T2l A Yst= < AT AR A9 A, ofE W REE o91
T 2F AL Do < VEARE)NA Bl 24 Aol FAFRD ofFEe] A vk
Fe wieHA %*—‘1@011*1 dstal AR dH FA 5739 o 78 FEHOIA o HedS FertaL df
1A Be2FE s 23S Tete Ro= 3 A QA FE sfgstaat gdH e 4& A9 &

<Table 2> Interview information

Information Master tailor A Master tailor B Incoming tailor C Incoming tailor D
. May 15, 2018 & May 15, 2018 &
Int dat May 14, 2018 May 14, 2018
nerview: date ay % May 16, 2018 ay % May 16, 2018
. . . . . A’s tailori d D’ k pl
Interview place |A’s tailor shop in Tokyo|B’s tailor shop in Kobe s alir?r?fk;sa ety (tailors S‘;/s;) 121 alc(eobe
Sex Male Male Male Male
Age 85 78 24 24
- Has run tailoring shop | - Has run tailoring shop | - Started to learn tailor- | - Started to learn
popular among famous for 32 years ing in 2017 after gradu- tailoring at Kobe
baseball players for | - Kobe meister ating from a university Monozukuri Master
Career 59 years - Won lst prize in a na- Artisan Institute after
- 72 years of tailoring tional skills competition graduating from a
experience - 63 years of tailoring fashion institute
experience
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opzte] ALEStE YA siEte FEHC] oiA
o

GAjol 92 A 7] gl gigiel T &
U7} e 2 B Y2+ U P27}
4 S} HLAL (39 4)

G| BjYejeRs 7 YEEoloF £5 Y A
Z]... GR] A= EH Z 2/%‘5/‘# A YERT] o
EHOo gz 9J2 & 9l xlZpo
o2 QlojR) ] G Aefil...

92 104 g0
Tg2 JE EYE + A (39 4)

Q.

. 7 22 gl

AE U—1

l

ZEol FEHANA 72
Yoz oy op wEepd tjlA HEG T o
& Aok 24 YEF Szl 1# By
o117} P o] Aok vere] Bk A
X[ (29l B)

el 2 Fopo)

o3 AN Y U ol el
5 ojoF W1, SFuE RfFE A otd
2 sasior Pk FAH WA o 2o A
on, Folt §E $EU WS

A7) #9o] QAN 3 Goll FLo] o] Y
9ARE] 114171%] L3foF Wo]... FFelok o
& 9L 9NRE 1147}A], o} 64]e] Yol
Horel FARE o sjop Wi, B 1249 FE 7
glol. (gel 4)

opzt i 3Line] 7Jof SH7} SAE 2o Euf g
o] Zupel Bpiol ZTIF 9]0 Eop%k Eop2El
HorE s ol 24 ALF ek o} 4
HEl (3¢ B)

491 A% B oloprle] w2 i

] kA, 27,

- 53d 25

ol 91l

A
T
10o] 4

ARG BF e L2587t 57
AafA= BE At A9l B B¢ A
o] glo] 5\ gkl upA|, 7], HZ, ZE, H=7A|
R EE S e V1A SRR b b n)7t E
2= 9lqith. vlR|9} Z7|Wk MtEE 7])&Ats AER L
(L7zb o)t 20, B A48 5do]d & 5 9
th. HHAE ofs]=H of 2~3do] A1, v E s
5 A EHH FEH] 9Jol] 7]ofolEs &9 vt
A WEHEA 27] HEE HE AR AlgELER
W= st Al wig R wrt g £E glon,
SO = AZRE A 959 B8-S o
ALHA ¥R} 27E gA ol= S AAY]
T Aok BE ARl J 2R 2oL, ¢
olmL =2 YAolgitt 1960 ] o] Hojs Az
7t ARCEE SAE S 22 EolA FRolA o

A wEE B AR AR Wk

gt
ES

PO S WEE A A 27
S H}RE HEL AEojof AJEHIIt olX)
G o7l s FE e 2 glol 24 oA
2 o7} NN & 5 glo] 2oz P
= R 104 o9 FEAE (39 4)

ol

AN Fo] FE Azt AR whEo] = &
¥ o} ZFojx] RZ}o OFEL rj] XEHAE
A&7 3= Yo] ol FF oA ¥ 5]

= Aok (3¢l B)

9l BY A4S YAE A% 7142 FHAck bl
57191 i) A9l BE A5 YA ARS B &

22 B4 A4 4488 97E Jth ol Al
ulso] Bol g4 Hdeist 44lE B 27 7%

< M= e ¢ 5 A

4>

gl eli Q2 J}E0] g dde] 2 g4
L7} ofX Jr}R] QEFEER] QRS HE ALy o g
NEZ LB A]2o] L] ASHIEL T
4 Hgole FFe EQL. oFoE ofRHE
HZ7]oF 7 uf 23] A & ZRe Z ZIx]ojA]
AL 5l7) 75 S OFE H/lLZ7 HIH O 7 k]
BRI & ZFloJ7]X] ZFo] F AJHF OjEF
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26 a9 24 wEE HLHd

=g o E90]. ofF gelgo] gk vp=dY
£ 22y A

ovl7} (29 B)

QRO 1960 ZWHEE 1970G 7R 1E 9]

AR71E AXNEA 2 dxE7 go] FE= o] H
A7} =27} sk Abgo] £l old 4%
olA 19679 w=BF7]ER0l A7HA ALFTolAE

49, YA, A, By, 97 52 B4 Folof
St Kol A viRAlo] ZAA w82 A Akt
2ok A9 AT 60T FEbo]| TAA 73_%%‘2

g chf7t sict. FILEt HA s
olE 7+ed| 1970ddjolls FEE 7]4E| o17]7}
AN WEE AR FAS] Ao, B

L HQlo] 295t FEYe 2] Yoirky 54
3,491 BE 1992774 3 9EE 17| o}
il o]Oh:]—_]_ oﬂ]:]—

o] QI9jo]... EAJAEL 5 24 oFF
3=t] 4] 7] Ho] il AL A T2 E%W 7
£ BUA F AR PE FYHF e Ao}
2 o187 gl (39 4)

Ao Yo B grod oF 57w 7
AE [EAY dede] T8N @A FHo
(39 B)

98 APAT EA4 L] Ao AHAwA
Sohuico] 47h 345 gatl wet HUHE F
Aelok Stk Absld Baezh AXEA A9 Ak
197040} 2t Ao HAEAs gl A
sk E3Ho] FuTA 19 AE FES Wje
e 178 wAs A8tk AAGNE Al
BN Dol FAYTHL FAEAN A A
= Wolth Y U2 Az s Roks ASAe
wol A8 HolH o AAAS ofelest 719U
QA7 AAE AoE Wi s 14E 2
oA 244 B8 A%ekA 25 =gl

ml> o

LY, Hor

3 FE BT [EAY 88 AR B
o 492 A5 27 gol zaf',—fxfz... 2
£4] o] 7G| AP L%k 22 1750

Bajo] B FEA AT R

&3} o] FA G &op 3 gof F o} F
2 "Ex] 9o of 5 |73 C ofx] X}oJo] F]X] &
gerol (g2l 4)

ofrp-eA]aHs Al 20412 @F Ao g
g GANNA FF NEE BHOL. 64L&
o WY ¥ 12417}4] WEWOZ 2. 174
o] FHHINA 2819 §HS AL A, W F
of AFgH EY Pl Yok 4 HEE 29
Y {4 o] Ageh ek B Aok 7 ¢
of AL 2 FHoglol oA Ui R} Y
g2 2uEEE 12 Bgiel (F9 4)

2)

ncoming tailors
3t "ol Yot dA= wsEgstdnt
22 ARE AS7HAE HLHFE 7HEA
gloit, 7lEAolx 7124 Wee AnHoz
7FEA]7] 2ol wEE "Lt 2 FEHNA
F712 W8S Wolok 34 Aoltk. wetd AT o
S5 HYE 282 g FEHAA oFHRE 29
SN olol A1 S, SAFRLYE 2
oM AASE7| = Rk a8 9] 7%, 2001d 5] J7H]|
Aot AVHESEATHEZYO] AFoE UHELE
zFapglojete Agstol £9at ok At 5
AoyEage] 87T wigo] AP 20184 I

1%
iy

pdg

IO FIO

Al 52 4go] 150]gl0n, o] LT A&7
£ 9L Zog e & w9 Brxegel
dste] B9 39l & MK A4 93 BAROL,

AEA 2O LS PV Aok A
tol7h £ AlkEo] dgts) Hulz AL A4, o
WA, AAAS) ofeigos A SiE B 2
= et 9 F A9y e TUFL S
ol BobE oR e FUL Aol sk
Ayl A%k B7H AL S A%e] 98 Bl
92 wl97] Agrk A9 Cof D B g o]
ohst galo] wel A Ao o8] shele Alas
ik 419 Ck $ust BE 4RYA FAst] of
spollA] 4T SR AES FH oF ARE
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4. Societal and governmental efforts for vitalizing
menswear custom-tailoring
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