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Analysis of the Mediating Effects of Social Withdrawal in the
Relationship between Mobile Phone Dependency and the Sense of
Community among Adolescents
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Abstract This study aimed to examine the mediating effects of social withdrawal between adolescents’
mobile phone dependence and the sense of community, and to secure the evidence data for
adolescents' mobile phone dependence intervention. Among the 7th year data for the 4th grade
students in the Korean Children & Youth Panel Survey(KCYPS), 1,979 students were included. The
results showed that mobile phone dependence had a significant effect on the decrease in the sense of
community and influenced the sense of community through social withdrawal. These results imply that
positive intervention to reduce social withdrawal is needed and it can improve the sense of community
in youth. Also, when we deal with weakening in the sense of community, we should consider
convergent intervention in psychological and social aspects which deal with dependency, social

withdrawal, and the sense of community.
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Table 1. Mobile phone dependency, Sense of community,
and Social withdrawal according to characteristics
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Table 3. Results of exploratory factor analysis and

of the subjects (N=1,979)

Variables Categories n %
Male 1,036 52.3

Gender
Female 943 39.7
Men's high school 441 18.5
Coeducation Girl's high school 440 18.5
Coedschool 461 19.4

Table 2. Correlations between Mobile phone dependency,
Sense of community, and Social withdrawal.

(N=1,979)
1 2 3

1 1

2 157 1

3 -17" —.25" 1

M 11.52 14.11 7.70

SD 2.86 3.69 2.12
skewness —.22 —.06 .03
kurtosis —.45 —.63 .27

1. Mobile phone dependency 2. Sense of community
3. Social withdrawal. "p<.01

reliability

Factor Item Factor Loading Alpha

1 794

i 2 789
hﬁiﬁiiﬁﬁfe 3 786 87

4 748

5 637

1 879

=
Social :23 ?;Z 90

withdrawal

4 741

5 722

1 761
Sense of community 2 .701 79

’ 3 688

4 646

KMO=.855
Bartlett’'s Test of Sphericity
=12775.24(=.000)
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