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o|&} XItQl off HIHER Hlofstlii(FUn}), ofYH 19| AREo|&} ARRIQl &
2 Fofstti(Aoluh) o] thEoA AJAtEQleH, % ol&d WHAQl dYtEe
ZAIGE ol2gt 452 ol&Ho| 5 AFo| TAF HAHA FA|HR] ZAE H|
stEflon, Ay HdS ZASH] A3 + o 719] Hjd o= HASH H
T}.19)

=4, olgtd} of =79 i tE2 GAH, ARl BiEgo] qlukal st
T o599 $5 A9 M= 4= FAFEE SAAA S 24 SHeE #4T
& Sltk. Zumish Alolate] ZSolH FnAQ S 9y Fai Utk 05
ZuHel 2 25 A9 IARA) W] Ut BRI Sk AN GRE
Aol AUA| gFom, SUnpe} Ajopno] 255 R4 26E 4 e d9A=
EA5tA] =tk &, $5014Y THEEE Ut AlotEhs v Slo] FAgE
2 A AA ]1 AYPE L glom, ojtd} AR-toletH|ol® e = F= A9
579Z 7HAL Tt o|gk2 AJotuke] W3S ARASHH odl, Alg]o}, HHk= WA
A7tste] AlohtES FHolA AUt =T, 5 A9 B2 =2 olE F
WAl o]fol A FUT, Ee o Algo] S5 AYoA mWHE Haste] Al
dFY] F7F AR V9= AS WASH = olg] FAEAA PR A st
L AHo] 3 HQ #Ho7 HAstY 9ir}.19

A, 559 =72 A8d3= FA5H] 8l S5 9ol sA%eE &5
&5l Ut AR-HolEHH|okE HIRSE of w7 AS diFE 29| A2l 2HA|
£ Fsta 9o, 53] ARHolgt]ol= AAd SHH|E £of Rl Q=T 11 =
W] JEEE vl RIAAE st dlol &85k it ofgow| 2 E(UAE)

. 25, IYPAE HIES U] 7P FESkAL AL, HHElolE vl 5

A R EEIF FEet Rlow o= IMSCY £57F AA|=of Sloh. 12k
= 98 o]zt S gAJot, 17al AXo] H3te] dES Aeketal glrh.20 &
A 20184¢ ©]=9o HE|Z o] HF9(Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action:
JCPON)S] Bl BEHAT, oS ol Sgtels} o YA RAAAY Y
o oig AR Y AL s} S} WS Wole Aoz wolw glon 2

18) Jon B. Alterman, “Regional Perspectives on Iran,” Deterring Iran After the Nuclear Deal
(Washington D.C.: Center for Strategic and International Studies, March 2017), pp. 74-85.

19) Ibid., p. 84.

20) o]zt 3} ujAlY 7]&o] BEitof o] AH Aog B 91, o]eh9] Gadhirgd F4A-L B3] dojd 3
T 2oz Hojdt.
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Republic World, April 2, 2020.
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{(Abstract)

An Analysis of Iran's Maritime Strategy from a Structural Perspective
on Middle East International Relations: Focusing on Defensive Realism

Oh, Dongkeon
(Republic of Korea Navy HQ)

Four cargo ships were ambushed by bombs in 2019 while navigating in the
Strait of Hormuz. It was not clear who attacked those ships, however, many
nations including the United States argued that it was Iran due to several reasons.
The United States established the maritime collective defense system named
International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) in order to protect the maritime
security in the Strait of Hormuz, without disclosure against whom it is aimed.

Persian, who uses the Persian language unlike other countries in the Middle
East, is the major ethnic group in Iran, and most of them believe Shi’ah Islam
while most of the Arabs in the Gulf countries adhere to Sunni Islam. It seems
that historic and religious motives caused the bipolar system in the Middle
East, however, it is plausible to analyze the system of international affairs in
the Middle East via defensive or structural realism. Iran has attempted to
maintain its hegemony in the region by supporting Shi'ah muslims in the
neighboring countries as well as in the world by using military and economic
means. In this context, Iran’s maritime strategy is to maintain its maritime
hegemony on the Persian Gulf via countering threats and cooperating with
friendly navies by using the Islamic Republic of Iran Navy(IRIN) and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy(IRGCN). IRIN acts like other navies in the
world: protecting national interest at sea, expending its operational areas to
the outer seas, and enhancing cooperation with other navies. Meanwhile,
IRGCN plays a role as an asymmetric force at sea. It is composed of small and
fast asymmetric assets, which can ambush ships fast and furious.

Considering the poor study for Iran’s maritime strategy in Korea, analyzing
the strategy is meaningful for the Republic of Korea Navy, which has operated
the Cheonghae Unit for more than ten years since it has extended its
operational area over the Strait of Hormuz. In order not to be drawn into the
conflict in the Strait, research on the maritime strategy of Iran and other
countries in the Middle East should be started.

Key Words: Maritime Security, Maritime Strategy, Iran, Middle East, Realism

S0 2020 92 30 | A 2020 118 62 | MARE: 202014 118 262



