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History and future development of Korean traditional alcoholic beverages

*
ik
Sung Kwan Yum'™

A& B

ISeoul Jangsoo Co, Ltd,

Abstract

In the Joseon dynasty one in seven houses enjoyed their
home-brewed alcoholic beverages, which lead to the devel-
opment of a variety of Korean traditional liquors through-
out the country. However, when Korea was under Japanese
rule, Korean traditional alcoholic beverages disappeared
during this period. Since the 1980s, the Korean govern-
ment has tried to revitalize the traditional alcoholic drinks
unique to Korean culture and taste. Nevertheless, the de-
velopment of traditional liquors is subjected to many con-
straints due to current market demand and liquor laws. To
address this, we propose some suggestions that should be
implemented ahead. First, it is necessary to revise the term
traditional liquor including makgeolli as ‘Korean sool’ to

expand the market size. Secondly, the use of koji and ex-
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cellent yeast isolated from nuruk should be scientifically
modernized. Lastly, the government should establish the
National Korean Sool Research Institute. These practices
will contribute to the succession of Korean liquor and its

globalization

Key words : tradition, Korean sool, makgeolli, modernized,
scientific.
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