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Abstract

Maritime Interdiction against the DPRK’s lllicit
Maritime Practices

Kim, Jeong-Soo’

Despite the deep concerns against the DPRK and the harsh sanctions
imposed on it, the country renders the sanctions futile by facilitating
various illegal trades such as the ship-to-ship transfers of petroleum or
coal. Recently, the international community went into paying attention
to solve this matter. Among the measures the community can take,
‘reinforcing the search and inspection of the DPRK related vessels
transiting in the high and territorial seas” is the best policy approach to
reduce the sanction evasion and provide the international community
with considerable bargaining advantages. This measure requires the
forceful action by legal enforcement agencies, also known as VBSS.
(Visit, Board, Search, and Seizure) It would make the deals prohibited by
the UNSCRs (United Nation Security Council Resolutions) less profitable
by reducing the expected return on the deals and increasing the cost for
them. So, it would make the illegal deals under the table less attractive.

The DPRK has been able to render the sanctions futile by exploiting
the limitations of the current maritime sanctions. The resolutions are
short of being specific about law enforcement, and the PSI (Proliferation
Security Initiative) is legally nonbinding. However, if the UNSCRs and the
PSI are combined, they can generate a new source of power and exploit
the weakness of the DPRK. Noting that the recent UNSCRs stipulated all
the legal discussions in the resolutions are confined and applied only to
the DPRK, the PSI can target the commercial trade as well as the
WMD-related materials in the case of the DPRK's illegal maritime
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practices. Therefore, the PSI endorsing partners should go beyond mere
commitments. They should discuss action plans to implement the
maritime interdictions to the extent that they discourage the DPRK and
its business partners continuing the illegal activities.

Keyword: UN Security Council Resolutions(UNSCR), North Korea Sanctions,
Proliferation Security Initiative(PSI), Maritime Interdiction, Blockade
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