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Abstract The purpose of this study is to examine the differences in psychological adjustment among
university students according to their parents divorce status and their parents’ conflict. Specifically,
students who have not-divorced parents were subdivided into two groups: those who have with a high
degree of conflict and with a low degree of conflict. The results were as follows. First, the degree of
the marital conflict from the divorced parents is higher than the one of the marital conflict from the
parents not divorced. Second, the group who has the parents with a high level of marital conflict went
through the highest difficulties among 3 groups at all variables without the parent-child relationship.
Therefore, this study suggests that marital conflict is more closely related to psychological adjustment
of children than parental divorce itself.
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Table 2. The correlation of the measured variables

Parents— .
Categories Mental ngple child Selfvdl_ffere
health resilience . ) ntiation
relationship
Gender -19" 082" -.061° -.160
Age 031 046" -.018 028
Grade .060" 018 .040 086"
siblings -.064" -.036 -.085" -.004"
Monthly income 100" 013 125" 211"
Parents 028 | 085" -.036 -.024
marital status
Father's educational | _ s — 002 057 oua
background
Mother's educational ~ 080" —oa1 — 001 —on
background
*X.05 **X.01
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Table 1. The general characteristics of the subjects B0l o]Zojo] w2 Bpo] REzieg) tishis
Categories Frequency % _04 7@41?4_7& 7‘1%%7"“%@11*3, TEX]'L:]T‘:.]'ﬁL Z]»O]-‘_r_—_‘tp‘,]-,,]
o Velo % | o7 #o]7} olwigA] AR ATNE Table 37} 2rh, B2z
Female 88 | 423 S(=-7.18, p<00DT FEAATA(=4.50, p<.001),
Under 20 676 37.4 =
. g P R ApoHE2K(1=3.35, pC001)= SAALE K7t Alo]7}
ge - . . _
S — e Ao ekt 5 o EREAIES —.%%Xl B
1 Grade 801 46.4 —‘}—[X]'L% = Eq— ‘I_E ’] ‘I—I_Z?T-g % lﬁﬂ] ] H Eﬂoﬂ,
o 2 Grade 516 298 FrAngEA et opddh= o RA UEhdth ey A
rade L=
3 Grade 312 16.9 AT ASTASEALL = JAd 7F {935t Z}ol7}
4 Grade 124 6.9 u,\‘_. }\ o= 1/].]:4.1;1—1;].
Yes 1,606 91.6
Siblings
No 148 84 - ; ) fi .
Under 2 milion won 201 180 Table 3. Differences o m'c?rltal conflict percgptlon, .ment.al
Monthly — — health, couple resilience, parents—child relationship
income |2 Million won = 5 million won| 1,042 61.0 and self-differentiation of marriage-maintaining
Over 5 million won 510 21.0 and divorced parents’ children
Parents’ One’s first marriage 1,613 92.0
marital status B with the divorced with the parents
Divorced 140 80 Measured parents not divorced
Elementary school graduation 76 4.3 variables (n=140) (n=1,613) t
. Middle school graduation m 7.7 M SD M SD
Father's
educational High school graduation 761 451 marital 8206 15.32 72,74 13.92 718"
Conflict; . : : . :
background University graduation 708 383 onmiets
Mental health 77.44 13.40 77.53 9.23 -.06
Graduate degree 97 46
Coupl
Elementary school graduation 69 2.8 res(iiuepnie 69.85 10.01 68.77 13,51 91
. Middle school graduation 89 54 .
Mother's - _ Parentschild 43731 2957 14723 2452 - 450
educational High school graduation 976 58.3 relationship
background University graduation 516 283 Self-different 11011 1366 12247 1650 - 335"
iation . : : : ’
Graduate degree 103 5.2

X 001
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Table 4. Mental health, couple resilience, parents—child relationship and self-differentiation of low-level conflict,

high-level conflict and divorced parents’ children

Parents not divorced

Divorced parents’ marital

conflict(a) High-level marital _ ) .

Measured variables (7=140) conflict(b) Low Ievel(r[n:iggl) conflct(c) F Scheffé
(7=403)

M SD M SD M SD
Mental health 77.44 13.40 72.10 15.66 82.71 13.30 39.13" oab
Couple resilience 69.85 10.01 68.25 14.49 72.49 11.98 1630 cyadb
Parent-child 137.34 2057 134.29 2455 16140 20.09 90.88" oa b

relationship

Self-differentiation 122.12 13.66 110.02 13.99 133.30 14.76 182.91™ cyayb

(001
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