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Abstract  This study examined career maturity of primary and middle school students who were
interested in teaching job and compared to those who were interested in being a doctor. Using the data
from the Korean Education Longitudinal Study 2013, we examined changes in the number of students
(primary 5 through middle 2) who were interested in teaching as a job as well as in being a doctor.
In addition, the participants’ career maturity such as self—understanding, career planing, and attitudes
towards job were examined and independent sample t—tests were conducted to compare two groups of
students. Overall, the students who were interested in teaching showed lower level of career maturity
compared to those who expected to be a doctor. Additionally, as students advanced to higher grades,
the points of career maturity had been decreased regardless of which job they were interested in. Based

on the findings, suggestions will be made to broaden the pool for future teachers.
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Table 1. Items of measurement variables

Variables Scales cronbach’s a
Desn’e.d Teacher =1, Doctor= 2 -
occupation

Self—understa |5 questions(e.g., knowing what I am good

nding at) 93

5 questions(e.g., specifically thinking

Carefar about what [ have to do now to pursue 91
planning

future career)
Attitudes |5 questions(e.g., job itself is not

.59

towards job |meaningful in my life)
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Table 2. Demographic Backgrounds

2013 2015
Variables
N % N %
Male 3,623 49.5 3,623 49.5
Sex

Female 3,701 50.5 3,701 50.5
Metropolitan city 1,368 18.7 1,217 17.8
Big cities 1,730 23.7 1,641 24.0

Location
Medium cities 2,759 37.8 2,707 37.0
Smal cities 1 1,451 19.9 1,261 17.2
School Public 6,943 95.0 5,495 80.5
Type Private 365 5.0 1,331 19.5

B9 Selue 2Eea) Fope) A9 sl A
Hvin) 18 ATk 8% 49

S, S &, AlEl S| 55 A gidellA] AL
gt & A Y APS BRI B AT, wAE
3| ial skl oALE 8)gEk ShAY o) v RS Uk
Table 3.7 2t} 2580 55hdo s A ojwl Ay

% g‘;]u]—;}k—_x] ?‘iﬂﬂﬁ Dl-tﬁs]. _O_DLX]_ 6, 379133 =
AL 8 sHAJo] 6848 (10.1%), 2|4} 8]w shA¥o] 4917
(7.3%)°)aL, 258l 63hdol = 65927 5 1A} 3]
W 3kAlo] 7619 (11.5%), YAF 3% o] 4619
(7.0%) % Webstth. T8t 13hde] 44, 57639 5 i
Ab 3% sHAlo] 791 (13.7%), oA 37 skado] 296
(5. 1%) t_q-ﬂ_ 26‘]—12] e} 5, 408‘33 = JJ_/\]. AUL 6L/lgo]
8189 (15.1%), SAk 2w shAo] 2777 (5.1%) 011
A} 8] she] 7%, shdo] Sekass A wldol
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do] gehs 1) shehs e N 59
shatel] QsteA setEo] AxE AL HlE 4

tH(7.3%, 7.0%—5.1%).
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Table 3. Number of students according to desired jobs

Desired Primary Primary . .
iob 5th 6th Middle 1st Middle 2nd
Teachor 684 761 791 818
cache (10.1%) (11.5%) (13.7%) (15.1%)
Dot 491 461 296 277
octor (7.3%) (7.0%) (5.1%) (5.1%)
Other 5,564 5,370 4,676 4,313
ers (82.6%) (81.5%) (10.8%) (79.8%)
Sum 6,739 6,592 5,763 5,408
(100.0%) | (100.0%) | (100.0%) | (100.0%)
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Table 4.1. Comparison of Career Maturity: Primary

Classificati Primary 5" Primary 6"
on N M SD t N M | SD t

@ | 682 |4.11] .741 759 |4.08|.730

® —3.64 3k —2.571%*
@ | 488 | 4.27| .717 461 |4.18|.668
@ | 674 3.94| .749 759 |3.95].750

® —3.337#x —2.053*
@ | 488 [4.09| .745 460 |4.04|.749

% ®=self—understanding, ®=career planing,
(D=Teacher, @=Doctor

* p<.05, ** p<.01, =+ p<.001

Table 4.2. Comparison of Career Maturity: Middle School

Middle School Grade 1 Middle School Grade 2
(Classification
N [ M | SD t N M | SD t
@ | 789 (3.97(.700 815 |3.98.695
® —2.688#x —2.331x
@ | 296 [4.11|.769 276 |14.09.673
@ | 789 |3.85]|.727 812 |3.81.742
® —2.433%* —3.101x#=
@ | 296 |3.98].800 277 |3.97|.744
@ | 786 [3.51|.414 810 | 3.46|.416
© —1.820 —1.296
@ |293]3.56|.427 276 3.50.439

% ®=self—understanding, ®=career planing,
©=attitudes towards job / M=Teacher, @=Doctor

* p<.05, *x p<.01, #+x p<.001
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