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The Relation Between Parenting Attitudes and Child's Oral
Health Behavior
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Abstract This study was conducted to check the effect of parenting attitudes on oral health
behavior on lower grade elementary school students where oral care habits are formed. The
subjects of the study were 366 students in the lower grades of elementary school, and the research
tools used self-written questionnaires that were modified and supplemented to suit this purpose.
Parenting attitudes of parents and lower-grade oral health behavior of elementary school students
showed significant amounts of correlation, especially affectionate, autonomous and reasonable
parenting attitudes were highly correlated with oral health behaviors(p<0.01). A multiple
regression analysis to identify the factors affecting oral health behavior showed that parental
attitudes also had a significant effect on the child variables(p<0.01). Therefore, since parenting
attitudes are related to children's oral health behaviors, it is believed that measures should be
taken to promote oral health education that can be improved by combining them.
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Table 1. General Characteristics (N=366)
Variable Categories n(%)
Male 196(53.6)
Gender
Female 170(46.4)
1 111(30.4)
Grade 2 122(33.2)
3 133(36.3)
Buk-gu 101(27.8)
Nam-gu 54(14.7)
Area Dong-gu 76(20.9)
Jung-gu 67(18.2)
Ulju-gun 65(18.4)
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Table 2. Oral Health Behavior by General characteristics

(N=366)
Variable Oral Health Behavior
MeantSD p-value
Gender
Male 3.28+0.48 "
Female 3.41+0.39 0010
Grade
1 3.44+0.45°
2 3.28+0.49° 0.015*
3 3.300.40°
Area
Buk-gu 3.49+0.36°
Nam-gu 3.30£0.512°
Dong-gu 3.3710.46"¢ 0.005**
Jung-gu 338:0.33%¢
Ulju-gun 3.19+0.48°

" p<0.01, ™ 1 p<0.001 #*° : Duncan
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Table 3. Parental Attitude by General characteristics

(N=366)
Affection- Autonomy Achievemgnt Rational-
Variable hostility - ~non-achiev irrational
control ement
Mean+SD Mean+SD Mean+SD Mean+SD
Gender
Male 3.95:0.71 3.55+0.75 3.43+0.87 3.65+0.86
Female 4.19+0.63 3.71+0.67 3.42+0.79 3.88+0.82
p-value 0.020* 0.109 0.272 0423
Grade
1 4.01+0.60 3.58+0.72 3.610.82° 3.59+0.57°
2 4.03+0.66 3.59+0.71 3.34+0.62° 3.81+0.59°
3 4.11+0.68 3.66+0.72 3.34+0.60° 3.83+0.58°
p-value 0.478 0.626 0.018* 0.048*
Area
Buk-gu 4.19+0.59° 3.68+0.68 3.70:0.78° 3.77+0.78
Nam-gu 398:0.72°° | 359:0.75 3.30£0.58° 3.68+0.62
Dong-gu 3.88+0.76° 3471072 | 3.41:066>° 3.56+0.84
Jung-gu 4.16+0.69° 3741070 | 3.47+060*° 3.93+0.80
Ulju-gun 4.112059°° | 36520.69 3.31:0.60° 3.87+0.77
p-value 0.042% 0.202 0.048* 0.052

" p(0.05, " p¢0.01 > : Duncan
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Table 4. Correlations between Oral Health Behavior, Parental

Attitude (N=366)
Oral A A Achievem ] |
. ection- | Autonomy- ent— ational—
Variable Bgﬁgl}i%r hostility control non-achie | irrational
vement
Oral Health | 0248 | 0A74* | 0095 | 0.171%
Aﬁoescttiigs‘ 1 0423 | 0252 | 0522+
Autonormy= 1 0249% | 0419
control g g
Achievement
;hieve 1 0.062
ment
Rational- 1
irrational
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Table 5. Influencing factors on Oral Health Behavior

(N=366)
Variable B SE £ T p-value
Constant 2.538 0.163 16.562 0.000
Affection— %
hostility 127 041 193 3.090 0.002
Adonomy= |14 | 037 | 069 | 1186 | 0236
control
Achievement-n
) .015 .029 .027 0.514 0.607
on-achievement
Pational- 021 | 03 | 038 | 0619 | 053%
irrational
R?=0.69 F=6.824 (p€0.001)
" p(0.01
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