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A Study on the Placeness of Vacant Houses in the Street of Historical Culture
- Focused on HangZhou Zhongshan Road -
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Abstract

In the historical and cultural blocks with the most concentrated urban cultural heritage, the
development of both side streets is impacted by the development of the main street, which shows a
gradual decline. The loss of placeness on both side streets has resulted in more empty houses.
Therefore, it is urgent to pay attention and take countermeasures to the empty houses in historical and
cultural blocks. In this study, the vacant houses on Zhongshan Road in Hangzhou, China were taken
as the object of study to understand the location theory and the six dimensions of Matthew Carmona’s
urban design. Meanwhile, it further analyzed the evaluative features of the placeness of the vacant
houses in the historical and cultural street, to provide direction and basis for the flexible using of other
empty houses in Zhongshan Road. Then by applying the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP), it obtained
the importance scale of each evaluative feature and compared the evaluation results of experts with
the analysis results of cases, getting the results as follows: In the flexible application of vacant houses
in historical and cultural street, the evaluation result of placeness indicates that this kind of usage
should be in order of societal level, perceptional level, functional level, morphological level, visual
hierarchy and temporal level; among the evaluative features, security, identity, usability, individuality,
aesthetics, connection, diversity, openness, continuity, accessibility, order and history should be
considered in turn.
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