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Relation between Narrative Construction in Sitcom Friends and Mechanism of

Humor—focusing on Viewers' Narrative Understanding on Binge Watching
Environment
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Abstract

In this paper, | studied the relation between narrative construction (especially focusing on motif) and
humor mechanism based on binge watching environment. Several motif theories such as B.
Tomachevski, Horst and Ingrid Dammrich and S. Chatman are used as a basic study method in chapter
Il. In popular sitcom {Friends), sometimes kernels(according to S. Chatman's term) in certain season's
story are changed into satellites(according to S. Chatman's term) in other season's stories. The motif
of Ross and Rachel's conflict is a representative example for this switching process. Especially on binge
watching environment, as the interval length is much more shortened, viewers tend to reflect their own
emotional memory into characters less strongly than segment watching environment. As a result, the
possibility ‘heavy' stories such as seperation are quickly changed into ‘light humorous matters is
increased. This kind of hierarchy variation of repeated motif make the viewers laugh, because they can
feel sudden liberating energy by eliminating psychological pressure. It means the characteristics of
sitcom's humor on binge watching environment can also be explained by the theory of 'laugh as a
eliminating tension’, which |. Kant representatively said.
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