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A Study on the Visual Descriptions of Landscapes in North Korean Literature

Ahn, Jin-Hee

Director of Urban Curating Lab., ESOO Landscape Architects

ABSTRACT

This paper interprets the social and cultural significance of the “landscape” in North Korea by exploring the object
and context of the text referring to the “landscape” in North Korean literature. To this end, the paper first classified the
objects describing “landscapes” in serial publications and newspaper articles by types and grouped them according to trend.
As a result, the social and cultural significance of the “landscape” in North Korea can be divided among “Projection Object
of Orthodoxy”, “Visuality extended to the City” and “Visible Socialist-Fairyland”. First, in an article about Backdusan (Mt.
Baekdu), “landscape” was used as a medium to prove the legitimacy of the successor. Next, in the Kim Jong-Un regime,
“landscape” was used as a word to describe the visual interactions by human economic activities. Finally, as a way to
visualize the achievements in the landscape sector, a term for ranking landscapes such as “Socialist-Fairyland” was adopted
during Kim Jong-Un’s reign. This can be interpreted as one of the devices visualizing the “landscape” and is clearly
distinguished from the past.
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Table 1. North Korean literature using “landscape” in the text

Literature type Literature title Number of
text
Newspaper Rodong sinmun(Z-§A1%) 2
_ Chollima(&]n}) 17
Serials
National cultural heritage(?1Z&3H41) 2
Korean dictionary (A 2AA) 4
Language Geographlc glossal’y( ]a%q/\ﬁi) 1
dictionary Modern Korean dictionary (SthZAZALA) 1
Korean unabridged dictionary (242t AFd) 3
General natural geography (4t 24l x)g]) 1
Theoretical book Joseon geography complete )
book (4424 A)
Total 52

Table 2. Classification according to the object referred to by
“landscape” in the text and the number of uses of
‘landscape” by each category

Landscape | Number
classification | of uses

Mountain/peak

Object referred to by “landscape” in the text

Baekdusan, Geumgangsan, Myohyangsan,

Chilbosan, Moranbong, Bucheongowon, Jirisan /plateau 2
Language dictionary, theoretical book Copggpt 10
definition
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Indian Overseas
mountains -+ plateaus - plains, grassland in southern natural 4
Congo environment

Greening ground cover plants, pine trees in
Trees/plants 3

scenic spots

The International Discussion on Forest and International 3
Landscape Restoration event :
Pyongyang Folk Park, Ecological Park Park 2
Pyongyang Munsu District, Bocheonbo area Area/district 2
Cheol-Ryong apple field, Donghe port | Eicutural/fis)

hery sites
Haeundae the seaside 1
Bulguksa Temple Historic site 1
Ryongmundaegul Natural 1

monument
Geumsanpo Salted Fish Processing Plant | 2c00/indus=

trial complex

Total 59

W, 20074, 2017d0] 98 ZADAAS Az olAbol N
G 5 9ok BARIoL 5 9] AARS N 2
A O] 43) AGROT, T S5 - B, FAYAK,

B9, AY AT, ¥EAY @, 8L §47, A9/
YRR BRE U S s FIH AR
o] 72} 13)014 33 ALg R

SRZASHS|X| A 487 65(20204 12%) 41



Journal of the Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture 202

TH o2 o ‘Aol AHH SIS 10d d9= Uy &
Adgch(Figure 1 #2). 1 2342 A5 A4S AP 1950
ARE 19709070 = 1~23]2 31571 29101, 19800+
e g7t 571 AAleH, JAF S7F FA7F e
AET 2011 201897 F 243)12, F 103)7F vephd
200158 2010830l HIs) 37t 244 S7H

B> Azt AA 7 AR MEs FEske 7P e
QlojnE, E3te] Azt A AVIE 71Eo® £d Y]
o M 3 E RS & 2ot Aok wA ARY JA)
(19959 ~201091) & WSIZ & wf, 2 A17]9] ZojlA Ao
AHEE S 12515} ol AL HA71(20119~2018A 7]
)9 Ank FAE, 2GS Ao SolAHEA thre] FellA]
3ol g Mol wA¢] FRIt F2E F vk 11
U JET IR oAy i AL AU FAAREA] Y
A7F FAPA, 1970 FE on] 3 BE Fobg Aotetal
A HByeon, 2008: 123). 19800 98 M=% 63 G

217

islolr AL FAHOE AR ANE Hofns

Ori

8 A= 7411}2*1 AR, T Aeehe s
Aoz ZH Sk ol Hsjol mEd ALl &
o #edsk= FAlel FARE] A 91744 °é
ol AVIE 7IFE AZIE - Wl

ok 1980 5-E1 20109744 313], 2011

oaslz A49] 97} 6 20k bk % Al

Azkolals 2 Azt Ak wely moﬂ N o) B3k A}

L57] A|Z3E AL 1A o] &3 B Gl

491 982 2 8 AVILEAD, ARl elrl U

Az AEE A7)E RS AR e 2SS U £ 9t

ALo] FARY ArAZAM AHe 7R A1719 19801

FH 2010978 71E2E, o] A7] &% 2dE 294 A

1Y Hz it ol

= o orl

L

!

o

i

2]
p

-
o] AA3I= S Table 20141 A3t A BFo wa} U
T A3k Figure 29 2tk 4b- 2. 7907 BJS & 9=
30
25 24
20
15
10
10 8
6
5
= .| I
0 = . -—
& < & & S S s
\‘g;\ \Qq)'\ ,\oS\'\ & & q/@'\ (P\»\

5
Ton

Natural monument [l 1
Historic site [ 1
the seaside [l 1
Overseas natural environment [l 2
Definition of concept [N 5

Mountain/peakfplateau | 2

0 5 10 15 20 25

Figure 2. Types of landscapes described in North Korean litera-
ture from 1980 to 2010
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