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A Study on the Directions of Sewol Ferry Tragedy Memorial Park
Based on the Analysis on Social Discourse and Recognition Evaluation
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Visiting Researcher, Institute of Environmental Planning at Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to propose a direction for creating a memorial park for the 250 students victims of
the Sewol ferry disaster. To this end, this study first attempted to understand the matters discussed at various levels to
create a memorial park and find a way that the park can be built by gathering opinions from the bereaved families and
the victims themselves, as well as local residents, and experts. Workshops, competitions, special lectures, and websites,
etc, were analyzed. A social discourse analysis methodology was used for systematic analysis, and the analyzed discourse
was categorized into 4 types for assessment, and the functions and roles were subdivided into 15 types. To assess the
priorities and the adequacy of the discourse, an analytic hierarchy process (AHP) was used among 30 activists, public
servants, and experts. Then, a survey was conducted to analyze the perception of the residents (467 participants including
the bereaved families) about the memorial park. Based on the results of the analysis, two directions were set for the memorial
park. First, is a memorial park to remember the victims in everyday life. It must be a park with various cultural contents
instead of a conventional memorial park that is solemn and grave sharing anguish and sorrow. The memorial park for
the Sewol ferry disaster must become a space where visitors can naturally encounter and remember the victims. Second,
is a park that serves as a catalyst that brings change and innovation to the community. It must be able to bring change
to the community with direct and indirect influence. It must serve as an impetus to bring change and innovation to the
community in the mid-to-long-term. Having many visitors may also lead to an economic effect. These visitors may not
just stay in the park, but even contribute to revitalizing the local businesses. The purpose of this study is to apply the
research findings to guide the International Design Competition scheduled for 2020 and serve to establish guidelines for
a continuous park management system.

Key Words: 4 - 16 Memorial Park, Conflict of in the Ansan Community, International Competition Design Guideline,
Victim’s Participation Design
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Table 1. Discourse analysis of facility program and space design

Classification Function of space and major programs Structure and design
. . - Individualized space for students
- Private space reserved for bereaved families to meet pa. . o
. . . + An aboveground-like design and lighting for underground
Enshrinement - Public space that is open to all .
. . . - Plenty of natural light for aboveground space
facility - Design that incorporates the dreams of students . . .
) . . - A vista point and an emblematic marker of the Park
- Virtual reunion with student .
+ Cinerary urns stored at eye-leve
- Exhibition of artifacts related to the Sewol Disaster )
. . ) - To reflect and convey values of life and safety
- Exhibition of relics and possessions of the students L . .
Indoor . Portraval of the students dreams and aspirations - To historicize the Disaster so that it may serve as a
space Exhibition hall v P valuable lesson for the future

- Exhibition of works from 4 -16 Crafting and Wood-

working Studio
+ A space for Sewol families’ activities

- To ensure appropriate usage of natural and artificial light

- To engrave the names of the 250 students

Complex cul-tural
facilities and
amenities

+ A space for the future generation’s education

+ Multi-purpose small theater

- Talent donations by bereaved families

- Cafe with a greenhouse design and a fair trade restaurant

- An exterior with a unique design
- Elements that cater to all visitors
+ An architectural design that is harmonious with nature

Qutdoor

Memorial facilities

+ Memorial bench for the victim students(by donations)
- Memorial garden and forest

+ Special events or programs for students birthdays

+ Incorporation of the yellow ribbon into the design

- A memorial wall with the victim students’ names

* MV Sewal’s hull as a motif

- Include symbols such as the letting 4 - 16, yellow ribbon
- Incorporate stars and light

+ Symbolic elements including whale and candlelight

- Pillar/streetlight donned with 250 yellow ribbons

space

Activities space /
resting space

+ Spacious greens for cultural events

- Plaza that hosts various events

+ A unique play area for children

+ Eco-friendly landscaped facilities(fountains, waterways)
+ A space that fosters and enriches adolescents’ activities

+ Multi-layered plantation of trees, garden

- To draw in visitors' curiosity

- Unique design of space

- A space that caters to the aspirations of adolescents
+ A universal design

BRAEIR| 1| 487 65004 128) 29
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Table 2. Design strategy of idea competition

No Concept Key design contents
Suggest a new form of an enshrinement facility,
Ascend design as a symbolic space with aesthetic
to the sky |elements, honor the memory of the victims by
304 line, metaphorically using the lines of walls rising to
304 light the sky and the water and lights falling from
ahove
Give a symbolic meaning to individual spaces by
- applying the themes of memory and remem-
Original S . .
Sea brance in circulations, suggest a special space to
pe alert visitors about safety and teach them a
lesson
2017
Use a design motif of the bow from the last
Sewol, ) .
o back to minute to directly express the memory of
g sinking, express the mood of entering the ferry's
Ansan . .
cabin at the entrance of the memorial space
Bevond the Suggest an approach to remember the victims in
g4 everyday life beyond having solemn and grave
memory .
memories
Embody the victimized children as the Polaris
Polaris Sewol |that shed light on the world, give the meaning
of fulfilling hopes and dreams
Suggest an enshrinement facility only for the
Waking into | bereaved families to convey the continuous,
the memory | unbroken symbolism, and a separate gallery and
cultural space where citizens can visit
Suggest spaces such as a memory garden, hill of
On the record nature and rest area with emphasis on ‘On’
(lighting up) and Record’ (pain and activities
carried out by the bereaved)
2019
Suggest a form to create a harmony between
Promise the yellow ribbon that symbolizes the Sewol
memorial ferry incident and the Museum of Industrial
History right next to it
Emphasize the importance of emptying for
Truthful imperfect remembrance of an ongoing event,
space brightness for the future that will not be dark,
and difference for new remembrance
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[Phase 1]

Key contents of social discourses

o, Distinguish characteristics of interior space focused s
Citizen o : Role of facility
on buildings and exterior space focused on landscape
Workshops - ding - D = D to form public
Public discourse || Discuss enshrinement facility, gallery, cultural consensus
complex, amenities, memorial facility, etc.
Ideas Come up with design ideas based on creative Derive function
Competitions imagination to build the memorial park symbolized
Desi pgjscourse In particular, suggest guidelines for enshrinement specialized
Sign facility and symbolic sculptures facility
Suggest directions in various perspectives such as Give
Special lectures || humanities, social science, tourism, management, &c. expandability
Expert discourse|| Mid- to long-term concerns about the building tovalue of
process, contents to include, management plans, etc. disaster
Anxiety about coexistence of life and death, Need to change
Negative expanded emotions due to distrust the negative
discourse Discontent about forced silence, victim mentality due perceptionto
to depressed community atmosphere resolve conflicts

[Phase 2]

Implications and detailed strategies

» Promote citizen-friendliness in using the culoaral

7 A space where the bereaved and victims can meet .
7 A place where furure generations can develop dreams <
» Exhibit the stories of 250 victims

7 A soothing haven for 250 victim students

» Create a space 10 promote physical, mental health
2 Create monumental symbolism of the value of life
7 Create a space connected 1o Hwarang Lake

» Spread the culture of safety at climate change
 Artract industries in associarion with resilience ciry
) Promote urban regeneration in the neighborhood

) Establish the brand by uming it into a global amraction) -+ -

 Respect the ecological sensitivity unique o site
» Increase the value oflocal real estate
» Boostthe local businesses in the neighborhood

[Phase 3]
Categorization

Spread the daily
culture that is close
to life

FEstablish symbolic
placeness for
memories and
remembrance

Promote sustainable
nature and ecology

Promote
revitalization of
regional economy

Figure 3. Synthesis and categorization
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Table 4. AHP results

Consis- Weicht Consis- Final
Classification Weight (rank) tency Variables g tency . Final rabnk
; (rank) . weight
ratio ratio
Provide cultural experience for children and adolescents 0.461(1) 0.1494 2
Spread the dally Prgmote physical activities to improve health of local 0.044(4) 00143 1
, 0.324 residents
culture that is @ | et intecactio, o 1 o 0.095
close to life ncrease resident interactio, advanced concept of a 0380(2) 01231 5
cultural complex
Estgbhsh .the city's brand 'and attract tourists by 0115(3) 00373 6
turning it into a global attraction
Create a space to remember 250 victimized children in 0708(1) 03901 )
everyday life
Establish Cor?vey Fhe monument?l symbolism of building a 0.057(3) 00314 7
placeness to 0.551 society with respect for life and safety 0.004
remember the ey Build a space for a special interaction between the 0187(2) ' 01030 A
memories bereaved and the victims ' '
0028 Exhlbl‘F the reoor(;ls'of the Sewol ferry disaster and 0.048(4) 0.0264 9
memories of the victims
Sgpport children’s activities to promote ecological sen- 0776(1) 0.0520 5
Promote sitivity
sustainable 0.067 Proy1de lha@tatfs for wild plants and animals by se- 0129(2) 0012 0.0086 12
nature and (3) curing biodiversity
ecology s
Ser\{e as the lungs for the qban ceqter by purifying 0.095(3) 0.0064 1
particulate matter and responding to climate change
Increase the value of apartments and real estate in the
neighborhood 0.531(1) 0.0308 3
Plan Boqs‘t' the neighborhood businesses such as commercial 0290(2) 00163 10
e 0.058 facilities
revitalization of ( 0 - — : — 0.083 -
regional economy Accelerate urban regeneration and rebuilding projects 0.133(3) 0.0077 13
Increase private investments and attraction of industries
in the neighborhood by developing the Choj Station| 0.046(4) 0.0027 15
area
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HIRE TR -t B AT AL Sy 20 zaonm) Sag sl Juoel 0 4218 1)
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PR g Betste) WA A5 20009 68 09T e, AdA S4st ERUSA)E deT @87t
B 74 597K AT, ekl o xeiel PSS & grhol SuLdlE AT £AE WE, T]0RR F2y
&alo] T ATHORTE SHS QAT ATEHS AL YT 4163 AU QEs KT
27 #71719) SPSS(Ver 21.0)& AHSSITE QHIAl AGFR 419) vimehe ) Ao s At gro] Uitk ol
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Table 5. Recognition evaluation analysis

T
ol

Classification Program uns\affirsi‘ie q Unsatisfied Neutral Satisfied |Very satisfied] Average Standard
e N N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%) (Rank) | deviation
0
o siclovents o e gontons 10| 1 = T R [ R
. g (19) (30) (71) (349) (531) ) :
develop their dreams
Promote physical activities to improve heal Inl 17 U 204 141 3.96
th of local resident: ) 928
Spread the o residents (24) (36) (20.1) (43.7) (302)
daily culture i i i
o e s mies |y | e | w [ ow | |,
. : P @21 (17 (128) (435) (398) (5) :
to life Complex
::St?bgls}lb t}tlt(jmiqtyist ibtrand lanbil attttrracf 12 2 % 146 188 402 1.018
e ) (4.7) (212) (31.3) (403) () '
Average 42(2.3) 61(3.3) 286(15.3) 716(38.4) 763(40.9) 412 -
Create a space to remember 250 victi- 10 7 73 142 235 4.25 9
mized children in everyday life (2.1) (15) (15.6) (30.4) (50.3) (4) ’
i » ity it et fo o | ; 6 R I R N R
Establish & v pe n (17) (14.1) (302) (52.2) ) '
safety
placeless to
remember the | Build a space for a special interaction 16 39 124 134 154 379 1066
memories | between the bereaved and the victims (34) (84) (26.6) (28.7) (33.0) (10) '
Exhibit the records of the Sewol ferry 10 11 5 154 238 4.28 913
disaster and memories of the victims 2.1 (24) (11.6) (33.0) (51.0) (3) ’
Average 44(2.3) 65(3.5) 317(17.0) 571(30.6) 871(46.6) 416 -
Support children’s field trip activities to 10 17 86 210 144 399 912
promote ecological sensitivity 21 (36) (184) (45.0) (30.8) (7) -
Promote Provide habitats for wild plants and 11 35 148 186 87 3.65 o5
sustainable | animals by securing biodiversity (24) (75) (3L7) (39.8) (18.6) (11) ’
nature and
v patving b (15) (51) (30.2) (37.9) (25.3) ) '
responding to climate change
Average 28(2.0) 76(5.4) 376(26.8) 573(40.9) 349(24.9) 3381 -
Increase the value of apartments and real 79 90 140 125 33 2.88 L187
estate in the neighborhood (16.9) (19.3) (30.0) (26.8) (7.1) (15) ’
Boost the neighborhood businesses such as 46 50 130 191 50 3.32 1113
Plan commercial facilities like restaurants, cafes 99) (10.7) (27.3) (409) (10.7) (13) ’
revitaliz.ation Accelerate urban regeneration and rebuil- 40 56 137 171 63 3.34 1119
of regional | ding projects of old house (86) (12.0) (293) (36.6) (135) (12) ’
coonomy I ivate i tments and attracti
ncrease private investments and attraction
. . . 42 70 152 140 63 324
of industries in the neighborhood by de=| g, (15.0) (325) (300) (135) (14) 118
veloping the Choji Station area
Average 207(11.1) 266(14.3) 559(29.9) 627(33.6) 209(11.2) 3.20 -
BT W @ 4 o ASEaEe) 990m St 538 S Fol 2l A8 97 dnlE, WAE Aol
o]l &A dda Er} 157 A4 7FHdME 7 A ofe] Zl Al HLH7E vhehe rheol BA Stk 1 flele
F7F #=A 2 Ae] vEAY olsAHAdEe] wE 717k A& RIS THEo] 7he 71dHE A 37K
T3 715 vk (159 HFat  434) ot} o]& ofolES 91 430), AlEs APIE 9 SIS g 719-A (3
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428), SAE olelEE 7Ishe 37 AU 4.25), B
Tk B 7Y 2F (59 430 E AU 1
2 FHAY Tt A s (1559 2.88), FHAY
7R 2 A 3] S (1459 324) 5 AGAA B3
SAEL FAEIL WA W ol JARES THAE
AR =)ok vasA Frletths Aol EHa] WElR
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HXH1.187) 7F =A vEbth 8 wAEA 43S 2718 B
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Table 6. Cross tabulation analysis

Negative | Normal | Positive | Sum

Classification N(%) | N(%) | N(%) | N(%)

Near by 55 49 71 175

Increase the value of aea(? | GD | 8 | @D | (100

apartments and  real
estate in the neighbor-

Others 114 91 87 292
hood s | @ | 6y | 6o | o
: o _ | Bereaved 1 8 69 76
Establish the city's bra
nd and attract tourists families () ® (o) (100)
by turning it into a glo- . . .
" 33 93 265 391
bal affraction Ctizens | (7 | (@1 | (68) | (100)
Agreeme 6 23 344 373
nt (2) (6) (92) (100)

Create a space to re- j
member 250 victimized | neutrality é) (ig) (é% (15030>
children in everyday life

10 27 4 41

Oppasition |94y | (66) | (10) | (100)

. Bereaved 3 7 66 76
Build a space for a -

special interaction be- families 4 ®) () (100)

tween the bereaved and |- s | w7 | o2z | aw

the victims 13 | @0 | 7)) | (10)
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