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Introduction 

Intimate partner violence (IPV), which includes controlling be-
havior, is one of the most common forms of violence against 
women [1]. In the study of García-Moreno et al. [2], IPV was 
defined as “any behavior within an intimate relationship that 
causes physical, psychological, or sexual harm to those in the re-
lationship”. In recent years, IPV has become an important public 
health issue. The incidence of violence against women, includ-
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ing sexual assault, is high worldwide [3], and despite ongoing 
movements and interest in fighting against violence - women, its  
incidence is not decreasing. According to a World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) report, 59% of women aged between 15 and 
49 years worldwide have experienced forced sexual or physical 
abuse by their partners at least once [3]. A 2018 report in Korea 
also reported that at least 824 women had been killed, and at 
least 602 women had been placed at risk of death, in the past 9 
years by IPV [4]. This finding indicates that IPV is also a prob-
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lem that cannot be overlooked in Korea. 
Violence, caused by a power imbalance in close relationships, 

has recently been acknowledged as a serious social problem that 
needs to be addressed [5]. The power imbalance within tradi-
tional gender norms and close relationships directly or indirectly 
increases the vulnerability to violence within close relationships, 
causing the victim to be receptive to the other party’s violent be-
havior [6]. Moreover, traditional gender norms and power dis-
parities increase society’s tendency to accept traditional gender 
roles and prevent women from flatly rejecting male proposals 
for sex. This increases the vulnerability of women to become 
sexual victims and exacerbates their inability to refuse unpro-
tected sex [6,7]. Previous studies [2,8] have shown that women 
with more stringent traditional gender norms have lower sexual 
self-assertion and self-efficacy within relationships, leading to an 
increase in the likelihood of experiencing sexual violence from 
their partners. These findings show that people who have no 
power in sexual relationships and who have a low level of sexual 
self-assertion are vulnerable to unwanted physical and mental 
harm, and are less capable of making actions or decisions related 
to sexual activities on their own. Women with these characteris-
tics are more vulnerable to IPV, and efforts are needed to reduce 
its harm. 

Sexual violence, in particular, is often caused by unilateral co-
ercion during dating, without consent from the partner. IPV is 
often committed by dating partners [7], and the incidence of 
sex crimes (e.g., sexual violence, dating violence; wife-beating) 
continues to grow in Korea [9]. The percentage of people who 
reported dating violence reported in South Korea increased 
from 16.2% in 2016 to 19.9% in 2017 [10]. In addition, most 
perpetrators were male, and it was found that people in their 20s 
experienced more dating violence than in other age groups [10]. 
Another Korean study [11] also reported similar results: about 
97% of victims of sexual violence were women. Of these, 64.4% 

were adult women, and 55.7% were in their 20s. 
The physical or mental harm of violence against women is se-

vere, both in the short and long term [12]. Victims of violence 
need immediate and long-term health care and psychological 
treatment. Violent experiences such as sexual assault, physical 
abuse, and stalking cause physical harm, which may include sex-
ually transmitted diseases, as well as mental disorders such as 
post-traumatic disorder, depression, and insomnia [12]. In addi-
tion, because IPV occurs regularly and repeatedly due to the na-
ture of the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, 
women exposed to harm experience difficulties in forming sup-
portive social relationships, have poor subjective health, and 
face limitations in daily activities [3,13]. Furthermore, violence 
reduces women’s ability to work and opportunities to care for 
their families and contribute to society. Children who witness 
violence at home are also more likely to have behavioral and 
emotional problems [14]. 

There is a lack of systematic reviews on IPV experienced by 
Korean women, as well as a lack of research in Korea that distin-
guishes gender and power on IPV against women. However, since 
IPV has recently been recognized to be caused by power imbal-
ances within close relationships, integrated consideration of exist-
ing research on IPV is essential. Therefore, this study sought to 
analyze and evaluate studies of IPV against Korean women, with 
the aim of identifying the characteristics and attributes of prior 
studies related to IPV against Korean women. 

Methods 

Ethics statement: This study is a literature review of previously 
published studies and was therefore exempt from institutional 
review board approval.

Summary statement
• What is already known about this topic?

Intimate partner violence (IPV) is often committed by dating and marital partners, and the incidence of sex crimes continues to 
increase.

• What this paper adds
IPV involves intrapersonal, interpersonal, and social factors, which are interlinked.

• Implications for practice, education, and/or policy
Nurses should be sufficiently prepared to prevent IPV and reduce the resulting harm. It is necessary to improve nurses’ knowledge 
of related factors through education and to apply that knowledge in nursing care.
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Research design 
This study is an integrative literature review that comprehen-
sively analyzed research related to IPV against Korean women.  

Research procedure 
In accordance with the integrative review guidelines of Whitte-
more and Knafl [15], the research questions were clarified; the 
literature was searched and selected; data evaluation, data analy-
sis, and semantic analysis of selected papers were conducted; 
and five stages of integrated data extraction were carried out. In 
addition, a quality assessment of the selected studies was con-
ducted using Gough’s weight of evidence (WOE) [16]. 

Clarifying the research question 
To clarify the research problems and objectives, the researchers 
described the research question and objectives at the beginning 
of the study. The main research question of this study was, 
‘What does the nature of the studies related to IPV against Ko-
rean women show?’ 

Search and selection of literature 
The researchers wanted to find meaningful and appropriate ma-
terials that fit the research problems and objectives, and record-
ed the process in detail to increase the accuracy of the literature 
search and the reliability of the research. Through meetings, the 
three researchers prepared the final analysis based on the follow-
ing selection criteria. The criteria for selecting the papers includ-
ed in the literature review were (1) studies of Korean women, 
(2) studies that included the keyword “intimate partner vio-
lence,” (3) research papers published in Korean and internation-
al journals after peer review, and (4) studies in English or Kore-
an. The criteria for exclusion from the literature review were (1) 
studies in which the study design was arbitration to see the ef-
fects of a literature review, tool development, and programs; (2) 
studies including males (because a separate analysis was not 
possible); and (3) government reports, dissertations, letters to 
editors, or papers published in academic conferences. 

The first search and analysis of the literature was conducted 
from November 16 to December 16, 2019, and a second search 
was conducted from October 12 to October 21, 2020. There 
were no restrictions on the year of publication of the searched 
papers. The following three databases (DBs) were used: the Ko-
rean Studies Information Service System (KISS), the Research 
Information Sharing Service (RISS), and the National Digital 
Science Library (NDSL) in Korea and the keywords used for 
the search were a combination of “women,” “IPV,” “intimate 
partner violence,” “close relationship violence,” and “close part-

ner violence.” For international DBs, four search engines were 
used: Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature 
(CINAHL), PubMed, PsycINFO, and Scopus and the keywords 
were a combination of “Korea*,” “females or women or girls,” and 
“domestic violence or domestic abuse or intimate partner vio-
lence” (Supplementary Table 1). 

Using the combined search terms, a total of 675 studies were 
identified, including 249 studies from Korean DBs and 426 
studies from foreign DBs. From this pool, the titles and the ab-
stracts were reviewed based on the selection criteria. In total, 
334 studies and 291 duplicates were excluded. After carefully 
examining the full text of the remaining 50 studies and further 
applying exclusion criteria, we finally selected 25 studies [17-
41] (Figure 1). 

Evaluation of data 
To evaluate the quality of the selected literature, Gough’s WOE 
[16] was used, and researchers assessed whether the research 
problems, research purposes, methods, selection of subjects, 
grounds, and results were described in the selected literature. 
The first item (WOE a) of the weighted value was evaluated 
with a focus on the context and evidence of the study by assess-
ing the consistency and integration of the evidence presented in 
the study in relation to the research problem. The second item 
(WOE b) was to determine whether the form of evidence pre-
sented in the study in relation to the research question was con-
sistent with the study question and purpose, thereby evaluating 

Records identified through 
international database 

searching (n=426)

Records identified through 
domestic database 
searching (n=249)

Records after duplicates removed 
(n=384)

Records excluded
(Unrelated/titles and abstracts 

did not meet inclusion/
exclusion criteria)

(n=334)

Full-text articles excluded, 
with reason (n=25)

Not relevant purpose of 
research (n=11)

Not relevant study design (n=8)
Not relevant population (n=5)
Not conducted in Korea (n=1)

Studies included in the intergrative 
review (n=25)

Screened (titles and abstract)
(n=384)

Full-text articles assessed for 
eligibility (n=50)

Figure 1. Flow diagram of study selection.
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whether the study was properly designed for the study question 
and purpose. The third item (WOE c) evaluated whether the 
research methods or research analyses were appropriate for the 
research problems, and the studies were evaluated with items 
such as selection of subjects, data collection and data analysis, 
and ethical aspects. Finally, the fourth item (WOE d) was evalu-
ated comprehensively based on the three preceding items. A 
study was classified as “medium” or “high” if two or more of the 
three items evaluated earlier were “high” or “medium.” However, 
in Gough’s study [16], there was no clear standard for ratings 
based on the evaluation scores, so in this study, we referred to 
the study of Haßler et al. [42], which clearly presented evalua-
tion criteria using Gough’s WOE. 

Analyzing data and interpreting meaning 
Analyzing data and interpreting meaning are steps to analyze the 
finally selected research through quality evaluation and to syn-
thesize its meaning. The researchers reviewed all the data inde-
pendently, then organized and analyzed them individually. 
When the researchers compiled the selected papers, they ex-
tracted the year of publication, study design, participants, pur-
pose of research and research questions, variables, and results of 
research, and also discussed what other selected studies found 
on IPV among Korean women. Subsequently, each of the sum-
maries was compared and reviewed through regular meetings, 
and six offline and online meetings were conducted to coordi-
nate opinions and to reach agreement on discrepancies in the 
data. In addition, the decision-making and progress processes 
from the beginning to the end of the study were described in de-
tail so that other researchers could clearly understand these as-
pects of the study and reach a reasonable level of agreement with 
the opinions that emerged through the analysis. 

Integration of data 
The final step of the integrated consideration of study findings was 
to present how the attributes identified through the researchers’ 
consensus were derived from the data. The analysis was conducted 

using the reference matrix to derive the properties of the research, 

and the final properties were confirmed by checking whether the 

derived properties were closely linked to the main data. 

Results 

Upon quality assessment, all 25 studies on IPV against Korean 
women analyzed in this study used data of medium or higher 
(Table 1). The characteristics of the analyzed studies were as 
follows (Table 2); fifteen studies (60.0%) were conducted 

Table 1. Quality appraisal of reviewed articles (N=25)

First author [Ref No.] Year Gough’s WOE (WOE a, WOE b, WOE c, WOE d)
Ko [35] 2020 H, H, H, H
Park [34] 2020 H, H, H, H
Kwon [29] 2019 H, H, H, H
Kwak [23] 2018 H, H, M, H
You [31] 2018 H, H, H, H
Hong [20] 2017 H, H, M, H
Kim [19] 2017 H, H, H, H
Woo [32] 2017 H, H, H, H
Park [41] 2017 H, H, H, H
Shon [39] 2016 H, H, M, H
Park [24] 2016 H, H, M, H
Hong [26] 2015 H, H, M, H
Bae [33] 2014 H, H, H, H
Choi [17] 2014 H, H, M, H
Park [30] 2014 H, H, M, H
Jennings [21] 2014 H, H, H, H
Kim [38] 2013 H, H, M, H
Kim [37] 2013 H, H, M, H
Han [36] 2012 H, H, M, H
Park [25] 2012 H, H, M, H
Hong [40] 2011 H, H, M, H
Kim [27] 2010 H, H, H, H
Kim [28] 2010 H, H, M, H
Kim [18] 2009 H, H, M, H
Kim [22] 2009 H, H, M, H

Ref No.: reference number; WOE: weight of evidence.
H: high; M: medium; WOE a: methodological trustworthiness; WOE b: 
methodological relevance; WOE c: topic relevance; WOE d: overall score. 

among married women and 10 studies (40.0%) were conducted 
among single women. Quantitative studies were the most com-
mon (60.0%), of which 12 (48.0%) were descriptive studies. 
There were nine qualitative studies (36.0%) and one mixed- 
methods study (4.0%). Four studies on intimate relationship vi-
olence against women were published before 2011, 10 were 
published between 2011 and 2015, and 11 were published from 
2016 to the present, indicating that studies related to women’s 
violence have been steadily published. The main variables of the 
reviewed papers related to marital violence (32.0%), dating vio-
lence (40.0%), and victims’ beliefs, attitudes, and influencing 
factors for each type of abuse (28.0%). Most studies were con-
ducted in fields in the social sciences such as social welfare 
(n = 7), psychology (n = 5), and law and criminology (n = 5), 
followed by nursing (n = 5) and medicine (n = 1). Although 
there were relatively few studies in the health field, the four stud-
ies published within the last 2 years were from nursing, suggest-
ing an increasing interest in the study of IPV in nursing research. 
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Analysis of data for selected papers 
In this study, 25 studies on IPV were analyzed according to the 
study questions (Table 3). The 12 descriptive studies presented 
research on experiences of IPV [17-19], influencing factors [20-
25], the legal and support system [26,27], and women who re-
lied on the perpetrators of IPV [28]. The nine qualitative stud-
ies explored experiences of IPV [29-32], women’s experience of 
building their identity after IPV [33], experiences of seeking 
help to overcome IPV [34], and experiences after IPV ended 
[17,35]. Quantitative studies investigated the level of harm 
caused by IPV [36], predictors of risk [37], the relationship of 
IPV with depression [38], and gender awareness and self-asser-
tion [39]. Among the major variables used in IPV studies were 
demographic and sociological characteristics related to marital 
status and household income [22,28,38], stereotypes such as 
dating violence beliefs or tolerance [17,24,25,36,39], and sexual 
self-assertion related to perceptions of violence against women 
[23,25,39]. In addition, studies on coping [29,31,32,34] and the 
coping process [31,32,35] were conducted in studies dealing 
with post-IPV experiences. 

Women’s experiences of spousal violence were closely related 
to their experiences of parental verbal violence in childhood 
[18] and subsequently were associated with women’s depres-

sion, stress, and diminished self-esteem. The most commonly 
investigated risk factor was the experience of parental violence 
against the child, and if violence was experienced as a child, this 
was likely to become transposed to a violent relationship in 
adulthood [33,38]. Conversely, a study that evaluated the causal 
relationship between child abuse victims and adult dating vio-
lence offenders [21] found that experiencing child abuse by 
parents did not have a statistically significant impact on subse-
quent physical dating violence and youth harm. Those who ex-
perienced parental violence or watched their mothers be abused 
since childhood [30,33] or grew up in patriarchal home envi-
ronments [22,28] developed stereotypes about gender roles and 
showed low sexual self-assertion as women [17,37]. Experienc-
es of parental violence before adulthood affect interpersonal re-
lationships due to depression and stress, and increase the risk of 
intimate violence after adulthood. The results of analyzing the 
selected studies suggest that steps must be taken to educate par-
ents on how to correct their children’s behavior without physical 
punishment or verbal violence, and that mediation programs to 
prevent marital violence in the community should be imple-
mented more actively. 

Some of the studies [24,25,29,32,41] regarding dating vio-
lence showed that gender stereotypes and sexual self-assertion 

Table 2. General characteristics of the included studies (N=25)

Characteristic Categories n (%) Reference number
Participants Single women 15 (60.0) [17], [19], [20], [21], [23], [25], [27], [29], [31], [32], [34-36], [39], [41]

Married women 10 (40.0) [18], [22], [24], [26], [28], [30], [32], [33], [38], [40]
Research design Quantitative descriptive study 12 (48.0) [17-28]

Qualitative study 9 (36.0) [29-35], [40], [41]
Secondary data analysis 3 (12.0) [36-38]
Mixed-methods study 1 (4.0) [39]

Publication year Before 2011 4 (16.0) [18], [22], [27], [28]
2011–2015 10 (40.0) [17], [21], [25], [26], [30], [33], [37], [38], [40]
2016 and beyond 11 (44.0) [19], [20], [23], [24], [29], [31], [32], [34], [35], [39], [41]

Sample size Less than 100 13 (52.0) [17], [29], [20], [28-35], [40], [41]
101–500 7 (28.0) [23-27], [36], [37]
501–1,000 2 (8.0) [22], [39]
>1,000 3 (12.0) [18], [21], [38]

Main variables Marital violence 8 (32.0) [18], [20], [24], [26], [28], [30], [33], [40]
Dating violence 10 (40.0) [17], [21], [22], [29], [31], [32], [34], [35], [39], [41]
Factors affecting violence 7 (28.0) [19], [23], [25], [27], [36], [37], [38]

Study field Social welfare 7 (28.0) [18], [19], [24], [26], [30], [32], [38]
Counseling 2 (8.0) [31], [41]
Psychology 5 (20.0) [17], [20], [25], [32], [40]
Law and criminology 5 (20.0) [21], [22], [26], [28], [37]
Nursing 5 (20.0) [23], [29], [34-36]
Medicine 1 (4.0) [39]
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Interpretation of meaning 
The factors that influenced women before the occurrence of IPV 

included previous experiences of violence, growth environment, 
beliefs and attitudes, gender stereotypes, gender stereotypes, and 

sexual self-assertion. The types of IPV were broadly divided into 

marital violence and dating violence, which in turn could be classi-
fied as physical, mental, and sexual violence. However, types of 
violence in close relationships occurred in association with each 

other rather than independently. After the occurrence of IPV, the 

impacts of IPV on women included depression, stress, and anxi-
ety. The victim’s attitude toward overcoming violence and ways of 
coping with it affect the likelihood of becoming a victim of IPV 

again.  

Integration of data 
In this study, IPV-related factors were grouped into intraperson-
al factors, interpersonal factors, and social factors, and these 
three factors were linked together (Table 4). First, intrapersonal 
factors included women’s general characteristics and psycholog-
ical factors, awareness and attitudes toward IPV, and past experi-
ences of IPV. Specifically, psychological factors included depres-
sion, stress, self-understanding, awareness of IPV, knowledge 
and beliefs, sexual self-assertion, and gender role stereotypes, in-
cluding awareness of IPV and attitudes toward IPV. In addition, 
past experiences of IPV included parental violence and child 
abuse. In addition, the findings showed that personal experienc-
es on parental violence or dating violence and gender norms in-
fluenced individuals’ ability to ask for help or manage violence 
in close relationships. Second, interpersonal factors referred to 
the relationships between individuals, in addition to the charac-
teristics of the individual. These relationships can be divided 
into parents and partners, including spouses. Women who suf-
fered violence in intimate relationships were affected by witness-
ing patriarchal attitudes, parental violence, and mother-targeted 
violence in childhood. Their relationships with partners affected 
their experiences of marital violence, the severity of physical vi-
olence, the risk of spousal assault, the consequences of violence, 
their active response to spousal violence, and their tolerance of 
dating violence. The researchers identified the formation of inti-
mate violence in relationships with new partners and the risk 
that past victims may become perpetrators. Third, social factors 
included the impact of social support, such as the degree of 
counseling assistance, the relationship with the counselor, and 
the social support system after IPV. Furthermore, analyses of the 
influence of IPV on life before or after the harm showed that the 
victim-survivors of IPV experience numerous negative conse-
quences even after their abusive relationships end [32,35]. 

affected the acceptance of violence in close relationships 
[24,25]. Among victimized women exposed to parental vio-
lence in childhood, a learned sense of helplessness about vio-
lence appeared [20], the severity of abuse was not recognized in 
close relationships [28], and tolerance for violence was con-
firmed to be different [25,39]. In addition, women who experi-
enced parental violence due to exposure to patriarchal attitudes 
in childhood were found to be at risk of becoming perpetrators 
and victims of violence in the future [17,22,24,28,31]. Percep-
tions of violence in intimate relationships varied among women 
who were victims depending on their knowledge about sexual 
violence [25] and implicit gender stereotyping [17,24,39], 
which has been shown to affect woman’s beliefs in and attitudes 
toward violence [36]. Adult attachment, self-understanding, 
self-impact factors [18,23], and sexual self-assertion [25,39] 
were found to affect post-violence attitudes in close relation-
ships. 

A secondary study of IPV [27,36] assessed the level of harm 
to victimized women and their beliefs, attitudes, and depression 
about violence. Tolerances or attitudes toward violence against 
women in Korea were related to educational level [22,24,27,38], 
previous experiences of parental violence [17,19,21], and adult 
attachment [23,30,33]. An analysis of the general characteristics 
of women who had experienced violence [23,24,27] showed 
that the awareness, severity and tolerance of violence were asso-
ciated with unstable employment status, low income level, and 
low education level. Among women affected by IPV, with high 
levels of education and easy access to social support services, at-
tempts have been made to overcome experiences of violence by 
seeking help and using support systems in the local community 
[20,25,26]. In addition, studies conducted among women re-
vealed that higher levels of sexual assertiveness were associated 
with less tolerance of dating violence and lower gender role ste-
reotypes [25,39]. 

In this review, studies on the coping and overcoming of IPV 
among Korean women were examined, including changes after 
the relationship with the perpetrator ends [29,35], and requests 
for help in the process of overcoming IPV [34]. Besides, the re-
sults of this review, IPV should be assessed in the local commu-
nity as a way to overcome violence [18,21,28], and in order to 
prevent violence, education on gender stereotypes [22,24,26] 
and violence [17-19,28,39] is needed. It was also found that 
women who already have experienced IPV need education for 
increased sensitivity to violence, as well as counseling and psy-
chotherapy to prevent subsequent trauma, such as depression 
and distress [20,29,36,38,41]. 



Korean J Women Health Nurs 2020;26(4):260-273

https://doi.org/10.4069/kjwhn.2020.11.15 269

Discussion 

This study found that research on IPV has been consistently 
published since 2010. The incidence of IPV in Korea has de-
creased compared to the past, but it still has a higher profile than 
that of other countries [43]. This warrants continuing attention. 
Most studies on IPV were conducted in the social sciences, and 
only five of the 25 studies were in nursing, suggesting the need 
for more intensive nursing research on IPV. The WHO recog-
nizes IPV as a public health issue and emphasizes the need for 
an appropriate understanding among health care providers, in-
cluding nurses [12]. Nurses are more likely to encounter IPV 
victims [44] and spend the longest time with patients compared 
to other health care providers [45]. Therefore, nurses must be 
sufficiently prepared to face and treat women who report in-
stances of IPV. In a study of nurses’ roles and preparation for 
IPV that was conducted in India [46], the results showed posi-
tive correlations among the level of educational preparedness, 
self-efficacy, and attitudes toward caring for women affected by 
IPV. Another study confirmed that simulation education for 
IPV was significantly helpful for preparing nursing students to 
care for women affected by IPV [47]. Thus, conducting more 
diverse studies of IPV for nursing education in Korea will be 
beneficial. 

The factors related to IPV can be classified into intrapersonal, 
interpersonal, and social factors. Intrapersonal factors (e.g., de-
pression, stress, and experiences of violence in the past) were 
identified as risk factors of IPV in a prior study [48], and there-
fore the psychological and social aspects of IPV must be as-
sessed when caring for victims. In addition, for adult women 
who have not experienced IPV or have not suffered harm, psy-
chological and social aspects should be assessed to prevent and 
minimize harm, and nurses must identify and link resources that 
can be utilized within the community in advance if necessary. 
As experiences of parental violence and child abuse while grow-

ing up appears to affect adulthood, education about and screen-
ing for pre-adult IPV is also necessary [48]. So far, however, pre-
ventive education for IPV has been insufficient. Since violence 
prevention education mainly deals with sexual violence for 
school-age children, adolescents, and young adults [49,50], ed-
ucation should therefore include more a comprehensive and 
wider range of knowledge about IPV. 

In addition, nurses should be prepared to consider combina-
tions of intrapersonal factors. In other words, for nurses to deal 
with IPV, a wide range of understanding and knowledge is need-
ed through education. If nurses are prepared to provide nursing 
care on the basis of a sufficient knowledge of IPV, they will have 
a positive attitude and self-efficacy when caring for women [46]. 
Therefore, if nurses understand the characteristics of women 
vulnerable to violence in intimate relationships (e.g., low educa-
tion, being young and married) [43], and reflect that under-
standing in their care, they will be able to have a positive impact 
on the women as well as on themselves.  

Second, interpersonal factors are those related to relationships 
with others in addition to individual characteristics. As the no-
tion of IPV [1] involves all forms of violence in close relation-
ships, IPV can be broadly divided into relationships with parents 
and partners, including previous parental violence, as well as 
dating violence. Therefore, in order to provide an assessment 
and mediation of IPV, it is necessary to implement parental edu-
cation [18] as well as marital and partner education as precau-
tionary interventions. Partner training should be aimed toward 
teenagers and college students who are potential partners in the 
future. The training should also include both male and female 
teenagers and college students, rather than targeting only men, 
considering the diverse gender identities of women. 

Lastly, for social factors, women affected by IPV are more 
likely to comply with the perpetrator’s demands than to break 
away from the violent relationship [29]. Thus, there is a need 
for interventions addressing social factors that enable women to 

Table 4. Integrative description of intimate partner violence

Attribute Categories Reference number
Intrapersonal factor General characteristics [28], [30], [41]

Perceptions of IPV [19], [20], [25], [31], [36-38], [41]
Attitudes toward IPV [19], [22], [29], [31]
Psychological factors [18], [28], [37], [38]
Violence experience [19-21], [29-32], [34-36], [40]

Interpersonal factor Relationships with parents [23], [24], [30], [31], [41]
Relationships with partner [17], [24], [26-30], [33-35]

Social factor Social support [28], [33], [39]
Influence on life [29], [35], [39]

IPV: Intimate partner violence.
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overcome subsequent trauma. For example, attitudes toward 
IPV may be changed through counseling, which may help wom-
en to cope more effectively with the effects of IPV. For this pur-
pose, at the community level, women exposed to danger should 
be assessed and protected from harm [18,28]. In addition, social 
and policy interventions are necessary. In Korea, the Framework 
Act on the Prevention of Violence against Women was enacted 
in 2018 to protect women from various forms of violence, in-
cluding violence in close relationships. The Act was established 
following a nationwide descriptive survey, aimed to protect 
women who have been exposed to violence and to protect and 
support the victims. In addition, there are currently hotlines in 
Korea dedicated to women that provide counseling on violence 
against women, linkage and supportive resources for victims, 
training in preventing violence, and activities to increase aware-
ness of IPV through telephone support [4]. Therefore, nurses 
need to be familiar with the laws enacted and related available 
resources to be able to make full use of social and policy aspects, 
as well as personal preparation. 

This study has some limitations. The search was limited to re-
search papers on IPV affecting women, in order to comprehen-
sively examine the experience of IPV against Korean women. In 
addition, although the researchers made efforts to conduct a 
systematic and comprehensive search and selection, it is possi-
ble that some relevant papers were missed in the search phase or 
in the title and abstract review phase. Finally, as this study fo-
cused on research related to IPV against Korean women in Ko-
rea, there is a limit to generalizing the results to IPV against mi-
grant women living in Korea or Korean women living abroad. 

This study examined 25 studies on IPV against women in Ko-
rea and, through the meaning analysis of IPV, identified import-
ant factors that influenced IPV before its occurrence, types of 
violence upon occurrence, and the process of overcoming IPV 
after its occurrence. It was also confirmed that IPV affects wom-
en in terms of intrapersonal, interpersonal, and social factors, 
which are closely interlinked. The results of this study are signif-
icant in that they include matters that nurses may consider in 
preventing IPV and caring for victimized women. Specifically, 
general and psychological characteristics, perceptions and atti-
tudes toward IPV, relationships with families and partners, and 
available social support systems and resources should be consid-
ered. The results of this study can be used for developing educa-
tional content in the required curriculum for teenagers and col-
lege students, by including content on intrapersonal, interper-
sonal, and social factors of IPV. The findings can also guide IPV 
assessment and the provision of arbitration for victims. 

Since nursing research on IPV is limited, albeit having in-

creased in the past 2 years, more IPV research by nurses is need-
ed. This includes studies that focus on nurses, such as descrip-
tive studies on nurses’ knowledge and perceptions of IPV, as 
well as nursing education for IPV care readiness. 
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