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A Legislative Study on Cultural HeritageBetween
1945 and 1960

- Focused on the Cultural Heritage Protection Act Legislated in 1962 -

Jongsoo Kim Director, Dept. of Education Plan, Korean National University of Cultural Heritage, Education Institute of
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Abstract

The Conservation Dectee of the Chosun Treasures Histotic and Natural Monuments (hereinafter referred to as the
Conservation Decree), which was enacted during the Japanese colonial period, was preserved in accordance with the
provisions of article No. 100 of the constitutional law. However, legislative attempts were made to replace the Conservation
Decree during the US military administration and eatly Korean Government. The first attempt was about the National
Treasures Historic and Natural Monuments which were brought in by the Legislative Assembly of South Chosun (1947)
during the US military administration. The second was a bill by the government for preservation of historical interests (1950),
which was submitted to the National Assembly on March 15, 1950 (the so-called Preservation Act (1950)). These two bills
were amended and supplemented on the basis of the existing contents of the Conservation Decree.

Afterwards, from 1952 to 1960, the legislation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act (1959) and the Cultural
Heritage Bill (1960) wete subsequently introduced and enacted. The government's attempt to enact such a cultural
property bill was aimed at the legislature to replace the preservation order system that had been in effect since the
Japanese colonial period. However, due to the political situation at the time, these laws did not reach final legislation.
In October 1960, the government enacted the Regulations for the Preservation of Cultural Property, which was
an administrative edict that was promulgated and enacted in November. This was the first official cultural property
decree introduced by the Korean government.

With the enactment and promulgation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act in January 1962, Korea's judicial
cultural property legislation was established, based on the Korean government's unremitting efforts and experience in
legislation of cultural property. In that context, the Cultural Heritage Protection Act s a historical product.

The Cultural Heritage Protection Act, which was enacted in 1962, is known to emulate or transplant Japan's
Cultural Heritage Protection Act (1950). It was not fully recognized that it was an extension of the Korean
government's legislative process of cultural property during the petiod of 1945-1960.

Therefore, it is important to examine the legislative process of cultural property from 1945 to 1960 to understand
the background of enacting the Cultural Heritage Protection Actin 1962 along with the establishment of the Korean

Cultural Property Law.

Keywords Preservation Decree (1933), Preservation Act (1947/1950), Cultural Heritage Act (1960), Cultural Heritage Preservation Committee
Regulations (1960), Cultural Heritage Protection Act (1962)
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