Original Article

Fam. Environ. Res. ISSN 2288-3541(Print)
Vol.57, No.4, November 2019: 485-498 ISSN 2288-355X(0nline)
http://dx.doi.org/10.6115/fer.2019.036

fer

Family and
Environment

Research

Received: September 1, 2019
Revised: October 8, 2019
Accepted: October 18, 2019

This article is a part of Jeong's Master's
Thesis submitted in 2019.

Corresponding Author:

Min Ju Kang

Department of Child and Family Studies,
Yonsei University, 50, Yonsei Seodaemun-
qu, Seoul, 03722.

Tel: +82-2-2123-3146

E-mail: mjkang@yonsei.ackr

www.fer.or.kr

Bto|g A 2 do] AHSHE 15 W 7R\ X|9 B S
AE 20| YA A FA ] oA

A

"etNIcHstm FPiEt0| ZHTMIE)/ B EATE, *HMTHStD OFS - 7SSt} 2ms

The Mediating Effect of Internal Locus of Control in the Relationship between Family

and Friend Support and Acculturative Stress of North Korean Adolescent Refugees
Jae Kyeong Jeong' - Min Ju Kang®

"Human Life Research Center, Yonsei University, Assistant Researcher; “Department of Child & Family Studies, Yonsei University, Associate Professor
__________________________________________________________________________________|]

Abstract

This study examined the mediating effect of internal locus of control in the relationship between family and friend
support and acculturative stress of North Korean adolescent refugees. Participants consisted of 101 North Korean
adolescent refugees (40 males and 61 females) aged 13 to 24, who live in Seoul, Gyeonggi Province, and Busan.
SPSS 25.0 and Mplus 5.12 were used to analyze data. Descriptive statistics and Pearson's correlation coefficients
were calculated and structural equation modeling (SEM) examined the mediating effect. The results of this study are
as follows. First, a higher level of family support and friend support were associated with a higher level of internal
locus of control. A higher level of internal locus of control was associated with a lower level of acculturative stress
among North Korean adolescent refugees. Second, the level of internal locus of control mediated the relationship
between friend support and acculturative stress. This study is meaningful in that it examines the specific paths
affecting acculturative stress of North Korean adolescent by examining family and friend support, which are
environmental factors, and internal locus of control, which is internal factor of individuals. The study results suggest
that improving friend support as well as increasing the level of internal locus of control for North Korean adolescent

refugees can be an effective way to prevent or intervene acculturative stress.
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Figure 1. Hypothesized model.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Participants (V=101)

Variable Category Range M (SD)

40
61
101
101
101

Gender Boy
Girl
14-24
under 1-13

0-5

19.26 (2.78)
3.78(3.19)
2.14(1.50)

Age (yrs)
Length of stay in South Korea (yrs.)
Number of cohabiting family in South Korea
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Table 2. Correlation Coefficients and Descriptive Statics of Research Variables (V=101)

Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Gender -
2. Age 01 -
3. Length of stay in South Korea 13 -12 -
4. Number of cohabiting family in South Korea 02 -22 45" =
5. Acculturative stress -12 -13 -20 -10 -
6. Family support 07 31 09 01 -59" -
7. Friend support 07 24 10 -05 -51" 52 -
8. Internal locus of control 14 33" 03 -07 -50" 49" 62" -
Mean 2.66 3.54 3.51 3.36
SD 46 .69 52 33
Skewness -43 27 1.13 23 -32 .02 15 37
Kurtosis -1.85 -.57 46 -93 .00 -.69 -.58 -03

‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001.
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Figure 2. Path estimates of the research variables.

Note. Length of stay in South Korea was inserted as a control variable.
All coefficients are standardized coefficients.

“n<.01, "p<.001.
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Table 3. Mediating Effect of Internal Locus of Control on Family and Friend Support and Acculturative Stress

Path B SE CR. p value
Family support — Internal locus of control — Acculturative stress -1 .06 -1.899 ns.
Friend support — Internal locus of control — Acculturative stress -23 .07 -2.931 p<.01
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