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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop an Implicit Association Test to measure students' gender-biased attitude
toward Home Economics, a required subject in middle-school and to examine the effects of gender, gender-
biased attitude toward Home Economics, and gender egalitarianism on the perception of the subject. A total of
508 male and female middle-school students were surveyed using Qualtrics. The results revealed that the students
had a gender-biased attitude of perceiving Home Economics as feminine as a whole, and this tendency was more
evident among female than male students. To the contrary, their attitudes toward Home Economics as a subject
was generally favorable when asked explicitly using self-administered questions. Among the high school elective
classes, students preferred ‘fashion' most, followed by ‘dietary life', 'technology and home economics', and ‘family
life culture! Female students, students with patriarchal attitude, and students who has gender-biased attitude
toward Home Economics were more likely to perceive Home Economics as an alienated and less important subject.
The generally positive explicit attitude toward Home Economics may be the results the social desirability effect due
to the education. However, the home economists should develop a plan to overcome the gender-biased implicit
attitude in order for the value of Home Economics as a subject to be fully addressed.
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Table 1. Words Used in the Implicit Association Test

Target Category
Women Men Home Economics Technology
Grandmother Father Adolescents Development [nvention
Mother Uncle(Af=) Food and Nutrition Construction
Aunt(0}ZF=HL) Uncle(O FX{M)) Clothing Outfits Information/Telecommunication
Sister Brother Room Decoration Manufacturing
Aunt(0|%2) Grandfather Healthy Family Automation
Family Relations Energy
Consumption Transportation Technology
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Table 2. Factor Analysis And Descriptive Statistics Results of Perception of Home Economics as a Subject (V=508)

Family and Environment Research fer

Mean
Factor ltem M (D) Fact.or Explain.ed vari:cmce
loading (cumulative variance)
Cronbach's a,
Factor 1 472
o L 51. A subject that integrates the contents of various aspects of life 3.30(.67) 735 21.43 (21.43)
Identity & value building 91
45, A subject that aims to establish the right identity of adolescents 3.28 (.68) 731
50. A subject that makes a good parent of the future 3.18 (.79) 728
46. A subject that fosters students to make right judgments 3.27 (71) 724
52. A subject to be learned throughout life 3.08 (.80) 712
44. A subject that helps to maintain healthy family lift dati
sy jec a elps to maintain ea. y family life accommodating 331 (65) 688
various family forms of modern society
Factor 2. 4.56
Improving career & social 5. A subject that ensures healthy values for career and work life 3.24(.68) 761 20.71 (42.14)
environment 91
6. A subject that hel to devel lated to household and
su. JE(.I at helps you to develop a career related to household an 325 (70) 16
family life
4. A subject that fosters the ability to construct a new lifestyle 3.12(.72) 706
7.A hensi bject ing the interaction bet h
sompre ensive SL.J ject covering e.m eraction between human 323 (68) 6%
beings and the environment surrounding them
8.A sub;'ect that helps individuals, families, and members of society 334 (68) 687
function smoothly
9. A subject that contributes to the improvement of the social
. - 3.29 (.69) .643
environment close to family life
Factor 3 372
. ) . 26. Alienated subjects that are not directly related to entrance exam 2.69 (94) 884 16.90 (59.04)
Alienated &t less important %0
36. Less important subject than major ones 2.65 (.96) 841
24. A subject that does not have a clear identity as an essential subject 2.58 (92) 840
38. A subject that is not necessary after graduation 2.53(.98) 838
37. A subject that mainly deals with women 2.21(.94) 778
2.81
Factor 4. : L . .
. - 14. A subject that fosters flexibility in human relationships 3.22 (.74) 692 12.75 (71.79)
Developing creativity & character %0
12. P lity educati bject that develops the right character of
ersonality education subject that develops the right character o 321 (75) 677
students
13. A subject that matures personality 3.27 (.75) 656
16. A subject that develops problem-solving skills in various situations 3.14 (.78) 526
10. A subject that enables students to cope with changes in family and
. 3.28 (.69) 521
society
5ok HA AL B Y EEA 5 AN, ©)3 o1 ziq}
AREE A AR d4E BT 71 -
o]l gk Q14| 7HRIA 54 B0t $A SPSSE o]85te] &4 1L IAT 24 Znt
SERIEE, Aol 7] g AR Q1A AAlEA] Fol o&- < 508789 3HA & 744 3ol S TRt B9et A
S3ick, VA w2 et 498 Alelekal 35180 141, ©f 210)
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Table 3. Factor Analysis and Descriptive Statistics Results of Gender Egalitarianism (V=507)

Family and Environment Research fer

Mean
Factor ltem M (SD) Fact.or Explain.ed varifmce
loading (cumulative variance)
Cronbach's o
7.26
Factor 1. . .
. ) 3. Women can not make important decisions as well as men 1.38 (.66) 844 40.31 (40.31)
Patriarchal Attitude
95
1. It is not good for men to work in the kitchen 1.37 (.68) 836
14. At school, the principal or vice principal must be a man 1.45(.72) 825
8. Girls should not look smarter than boyfriends 1.46 (.67) 796
7. Because men are responsible for their families, they should receive more salaries
1.49 (.76) 796
than women
16. It is okay for a man to swear, but it is not for a woman 1.44(72) 789
4. A'man is good to speak a pornographic story, but not for a woman 1.38(.67) 764
6. Viewing newspapers or news is more important to men than women 1.44 (.70) .758
11. In the workplace, errands are better suited to women than men 1.45(.73) 757
20. The man should not show crying 1.37 (.68) 712
13. There must be a son in order to keep the family lineage 172 (.87) 673
2.19
Factor 2. 17. Husbands and wives should have the same rights when deciding all the work in
e e i 354(77) 748 17.31(57.62)
Egalitarian attitude the house 77
12. More women should be involved in politics 2.97(97) 680
18. Girls should be encouraged to study more in science and technology 3.05 (.96) .636
15. M hould take th tions that ted
or.e womens ou a e the occupations that men are more represente 237 (86) 595
(eg judges, police, soldiers)
5. Husbands and wives must equally divide property, such as house and land 3.44 (.79) 696
2. Schools should teach students that men and women are equal 3.65 (.61) 619
9. Housework such as washing dishes and laundry should be done by both men and
. Yy y 328(105) 602

women

AGRRAA Bmoh PAHEEA ) 7he] AR Selgt Al matell il SA Ak ZPgEab Aelmuteln i
A3} 29142 Aot WE Qolu} AH 7ho] SolFk Akl 99l R9130] HaAl HH ATHe wo] ofshaelsE 714 Ll
ok, Zbgaake] 2Rl QAL sk e Eaeka gl tistol HU9A QIAIS /MR gl A0 R ehdrh AHEH S
A9 A W X S et 0912 A%uk ARE A 29133 p< 01 oAl foldk A o] Qe %, 744
Table 4. Preferences of High-School Elective Subjects

Subject Name M (SD) Percentage of students marked as most preferred (V=506)
Fashion 3.08 (.86) 202 (39.9%)
Food and Nutrition 3.07 (.82) 51 (10.1%)
Consumption Life 2.99 (81) 53 (10.5%)
Technology and Home Economics 2.83 (.80) 95 (17.8%)
Family Life Culture 2.80 (.84) 24 (4.7%)
Human Development 2.78 (.86) 34 (6.4%)
Housing Study 2.78 (.82) 17 (3.4%)
Famliy Sciences 2.61(.85) 40 (7.9%)
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Table 5. Correlations among Gender, Gender-Biased Attitude (IAT D-Score), Gender Egalitarianism (Patriarchal Attitude & Egalitarian Attitude) and Attitude toward

Home Economics as a Subject

Gender

D-score (IAT) Gender egalitarianism Gender egalitarianism

Attitude toward HE as a subject (male:0/female:1) (N=352) -patriarchal -egalitarian
(V=490) (N=507) (V=507)
Factor 1. Identity & value building =172 -020 1407 004
Factor 2. Improving career & social environment -206" -.032 .060 023
Factor 3. Alienated & less important 150" 148" 317 -.051
Factor 4. Developing creativity & character -.047 028 -.045 073

Table 6. Correlations among Gender, Gender-Biased Attitude (IAT D-Score), Gender Egalitarianism(Patriarchal Attitude & Egalitarian Attitude) and Preferences of

High-School Elective Subjects

Gender (M:0/F:1)

Gender-Biased Attitude

Gender Egalitarianism  Gender Egalitarianism

Subject Name (V=490) D-Score -Patriarchal -Egalitarian
(W=352) (V=507) (W=507)
Technology and Home Economics -179 000 -001 161"
Famliy Sciences =294 -024 083 069
Human Development -233" -160" 076 036
Fashion 096 054 006 106"
Consumption Life 164" -007 033 048
Housing Study -234" 001 1347 050
Food and Nutrition -199" -1317 047 -.008
Family LlIfe Culture -.132 -017 027 071
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