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Abstract This study examines how global fandom for Korean dramas is formed and maintained by
examining the reason and purpose of voluntarily making the subtitles of Korean drama through
in—depth email interviews with foreign subtitle producers(fan subber) working on a video site called
Viki.com. The research focused on Viki's fan community, which has grown into the most influential
Korean Wave platform. Collective intelligence expresses in the fan community produces more than
professional results and they are acting as consumers, cultural producers, and second creators of
K—content. In order to continue the spread of K-—content, it needs to pay more attention to the
long—term strategy of global fandom combined with the fan community activities of the new media

platform and network effects.
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Table 1. In—depth interviewees

Second Experie
ID | Age Nationality Lz;n ages Occupation nce
guages (Year)
1 60 Us - writer, editor 3
2 17 Us Korean student 4
3 23 Us - student 5
Korean/
4 24 UsS Spanish/ translator 10
Chinese
5 40 New Zealand English retailor 4
6 49 France English teacher 5
English/Canto
7 24 France nese/Mandari hIastgr of 4
Chemistry
ne
2) 7] Qlojs] A AGAE A AL Ak AL W R
A A e wE 71011%.
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8 19 Germany English student 2

9 55 Spain Enghsl}i]/Frenc public officer 4

10 | 29 Romania English teacher 7
English/Hung

11| 36 Romania arian/Portugu | hotel manager 8

ese

12 29 UAE English teacher 3

13 19 Ecuador English student 2
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Multilingual
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Fig. 1. Subber’s Task and Roles

+ Start new projects and open channels

+ Liaise for a moderator

+ Recruit segmenter and English and multilingual subbers

Set up task assignment

+ Set caption frame interval

«+ Translate into English and create subtitles

Review and correct grammar and English expressions

Check sentenceftitle coherence

Translate into several [anguages and create subtities

Review and correct grammar and expressions

+ Check sentence/title coherence
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