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Potential Job Seekers’ Preferences on the Local Jobs: A Case of the
POSCO Outsourcing Partner Cooperation in Gwangyang City
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Abstract : The Gwangyang City of Jeonnam Province, is one of the steel cities representing the Korea.
Gwangyang Steelworks are the core of the local economy, and 59 firms of POSCO Outsourcing Partner
Cooperation(POSPA) have been employed 9,300 to 9,500 peoples, and have been acted as an central
incubator for job creation. POSPA, however, are suffering from the retirement of company in young age
group, in their 20s and 30s. The purpose of this study is to analyze potential job seekers” perceptions and
job preferences for POSPA are suffering from job openings. In order to this research purpose, it used
questionary survey, and sample groups were divided into three areas, the Eastern Jeonnam Province,
Gwangju, and the Seoul metropolitan area. Potential job seekers” perceptions for POSPA was low, and
perceptions on firm and job opportunity information was lower. This characteristics were the same as
those of respondents living in eastern South Jeolla Province. Potential job seekers, however, showed high

preference for finding job at POSPA. A place-based policy considering the local labor market is needed to
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resolve the mismatch between the difficulty of finding a labor and the difficulty of finding a job.

Key Words : potential job secker, preference of employment, POSCO Outsoutrcing Partner Cooperation

(POSPA), Eastern Jeonnam Province, Gwangyang City
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