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A Case Report of Treatment of Numbness Associated with Contrast Medium Injection
using Modified Samul-tang

Jung-yeon Kwon, Ji-yong Bae, Kyung-hwan Kong, Ho-yeon Go
Dept. of Korean Internal Medicine, College of Korean Medicine, Semyung University

ABSTRACT

Objective: Many types of delayed adverse reactions, such as long-term numbness, occur after injecting contrast medium,
but few clinical studies have reported effective treatments for these reactions. We report that herbal medicine can have a
positive clinical effect in patients who have experienced long-term numbness after contrast medium injection.

Method: A patient who had felt numbness in her head and whole limbs presented at Semyung University Korean Medicine
hospital. Her numbness had first started 2 days after injection of contrast medium, and she had felt it constantly for almost 2
years. After admission at the hospital, she took “modified Samul-tang” herbal medicine (120 cc three times per day) from 29
January 2019 to 2 February 2019. We measured her numbness using a numeric rating scale (NRS) on 29 January and 2
February and we compared both scores to determine the degree of favorable and clinical effects of herbal medicine.

Result: The NRS score for numbness was 5 for her head and limbs on the first day (29 January), but after 4 days (2 February),
the NRS score decreased to 0 for her head and both arms and hands, and it decreased from 5 to 2 for both her legs and feet.

Conclusion: Korean herbal medicine can have positive clinical effects on treating adverse reactions due to injection of
contrast medium.

Key words: numbness, paresthesia, contrast medium injection, delayed adverse drug reaction, herbal medicine, Korean
medicine, Samul-tang
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oJellA 1t A F oF B8 Fo|qe. 7t SRAAL AR E 5 A B A Aelsle
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Wl A SEAEE 99} 150/80 mmHg, 94t 2ol M IRHL ARl HEEJeH o] &
4 663]/%, A 362 C, &5 203/£=2 A Hatdeh. i 2 AR ksl K/ME B
Aelgdeh. 4 ZA AR A RBC 3.56 R, = o dsieh ¥4 =53 o
(x10%/L), Hb 11.6(g/dL), HCT 34.2(%), total 6. 4 B HE Fold =
Cholesterol 225(mg/dL), BUN/Creatinine 24/0.8 201817 A iAW el M 18 A&
(mg/dL) &= om Fo] AR glsle 1 9 MRS oF 17 H-4d
Table 1. Prescription of Western Drugs
Active ingredient Dose per day BIT
Clopidogrel Bisulfate 97.875 mg (75 mg as clopidogrel) 1T#1 po Antiartherosclerotic agent
Amlodipine besylate 6.944 mg (5 mg as amlodipine) 1T#1 po Calcium channel blockers
Ginkgo Leaf Ext. 80 mg 1T#1 po Other cardiovascular agent
7. W kel bR s 2) Fo} 4y ¢ 38 39, 120 co/3l, 35/2 o) A
1) Fof 717 2 20199 01 299-201991 02 (2% * AT EE

Table 2. Prescription of Modified Samul-tang

Herbs Scientific name Dose (g)/time  Dose (g)/day

Y Rehmannia glutinosa Libosch. 5 15

= Angelica acutiloba Kitag. 5 15

= Cnidium officinale Makino. 8 24

EEE S Paeonia obovata Max. 5 15

& it Atractylodes chinensis (D.C) Koidz. 4 12

= Atractylodes ovata (Thunb.) DC. 4 12

B K Citrus reticulata Blanco 4 12

HiRE Poria cocos (Schw.) Wolf 4 12

% i Notopterygium incisum Ting 4 12

ix K Cercis chinensis Bunge 4 12

¥LOAE Carthamus tinctorius L. 2 6

SR Heracleum hemsleyanum Michx 4 12
Total amount 53 159

8. A A= 23] 15~ 20—?7‘} 71‘:]6}93\‘:} g9+ =R, A%,
AL ZubA 0.25%30 mm S AREsl ., 1Y Hiith, K, =R, IBER T2 ARSIk
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Table 3. 2019.1.29 & 2019.2.2 Change of NRS

129 NRS 2.2 NRS

Head 5 0
Right arm 5 0
Right hand 5 0
Right leg 5 2
Right foot 5 2
Left arm 5 0
Left hand 5 0
Left leg 5 2
Left foot 5 2

NRS : numeric rating scale
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