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The Study on the Relationship between Personal Characteristics of
Foreign Students and Motivation of Korea Employment:
Focus on TOPIK, Motivation to Study in Korea, and Major Satisfaction

Heungsoo Kim*
Sangjik Lee™

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of motivation of the employment in Korea with gender, nationality,
motivation of studying in Korea, major satisfaction and Korean proficiency level of foreign students who are studying in Korea. The
second purpose is to analyze the current factors, to leverage educational management and to make and support some policy of Minister
of Education for international students in order to promote utilization of employment of the students in Korea during 4 years of studying.
This paper is used by IBM SPSS Statistics 24 Version for data analysis.

As a result of the analysis, the average of students in Southeast Asia, Central Asia and South and North America Africa was higher
than Japan and China in terms of motivation of employment in Korea. First, the external motivation to study in Korea has affected
TOPIK with positive influence. Second, in the relationship between motivation to study in Korea and the majors satisfaction, the higher
the internal motivation of study, the higher the majors' satisfaction level. Third, in the relationship between motivation to study in Korea
and motivation of the employment in Korea, internal motivation to study has a positive effect on motivation of the employment. As
internal motivation increases, grade of the motivation of the employment increases. Fourth, the relationship between major satisfaction and
employment showed positive (+) effect. In other words, the higher the major satisfaction, the higher the motivation of the employment.
Fifth, TOPIK has a negative effect on motivation of the employment. It means that external motivation was the main factor that
positively influenced TOPIK and internal motivation was also main factors that positively influenced both major satisfaction and
motivation of the employment in Korea. Sixth, when the internal motivation has an effect on motivation of Korea employment, the
higher the major satisfaction as the parameter, the higher the motivation of Korea employment.

Therefore, it will be helpful to understand the meaning of studying motivation and major satisfaction of international students, and to
be used as basic data on education policies of universities and governments supporting the career and employment for international

students.

KeyWords: foreign students, individual characteristics of foreign students, TOPIK, Korean language proficiency test grade, motivation

to study in Korea, major satisfaction, motivation of Korea employment
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