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Abstract

The 'Sliver-Spoon-Discourse' is currently witnessing growing complaints about the polarization and a sense of
despair among many young people in Korean society. The ‘Sliver-Spoon-Discourse' that compares one's subjective
socioeconomic status to a spoon implies a sense of psychological superiority or deprivation. The present study
empirically tested the current popular ‘Sliver-Spoon-Discourse’ based belongingness and explored how subjective
socioeconomic status may affect the psychology of young people. This study examined the effects of subjective
socioeconomic status on individual relative deprivation and subjective well-being. Data were collected from 307
undergraduate students enrolled at universities located in Seoul with both parents alive. The findings of this study
were as follows. First, student respondents reported moderate levels of subjective socioeconomic status, relative
deprivation, and subjective well-being. Second, after controlling for respondents' gender, age and family income, the
students’ subjective socioeconomic status was negatively associated with their level of relative deprivation. Finally,
after controlling for respondents' sociodemographic characteristics, the students' subjective socioeconomic status
was not significantly related to all the three sub-factors of life satisfaction, positive emotion and negative emotion
as well as total subjective well-being. The results indicate that ‘Sliver-Spoon-Discourse’ based belongingness may
instigate relative deprivation of young people without affecting their subjective well-being. The implications of the
results are discussed for youth programs and policies.
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2|t 2| ARFoflA= AAIA oFFst A HEgsls, i1 ARIAAIA AlSS T A-E
AR FH8k= A9 FAHE ] HASS SASE AR AL 9o}, o] TR B o AE Eal
EHoib}E}(born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth) 2= oAl T3-S HEGE A 02 =4 w|n
5o FEAEE ZA ol Blole] X% ZELQE‘H AFS| A Al B

g

4le) 4 9-Litolut wiegto] Yiatt]o] Qltk(Boserup et al., 2018; Kim et al., 2017), o]2|gt =4
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et ] Fe 5 AR A ARl 2t o S
O At ks el whiedl Ao EFthBahk,
2017; Cho et al,, 2018; Han, 2016; M, H, Kim, 2016; Lee,
2017). 53] Het5=0] 2919 3= ARl a8 vk &
Alsl7] whmell 71 ek 9 Wt riztsh | Bl 271 49l
7oz A 7HAE SAlste] Blal FdFo] AsAl YER R
(Koo & Suh, 2015) o] SoflAIA AR 0] K} ZshA ¢4l
7RsAJo] Atk Kang & Jueng, 2017).

Qe 0] 20t 4bRls) o]% vieelE A%le 7 &
I oA Efjofut 71 IF ARSI EAIA A9 AR - ASSRE
AFBILE S5olA] AR ATEA, Alolubgel 1 E41 715
7o) JaRg Ags] W glom, 1 o] ofe Ayrmc}
=7 ULk QJek(Y. M. Kim, 2016), AA|E o] Al 744
) A9lek 22 AL AR Ajle) A, shmul oheh
oje} Aet F cpehE Ada A Slah 20 9 el vl=
Q] F0) A G A= AR YEPGTHHan, 2016; Kim,
2015; Y. M. Kim, 2016). °]oll tlsto] A2k A3, 18
g HollA Eall 9 Agnle] Aol BjAHA] 200 A
7H<ﬂ4 gfolut LE%% & “H XHEE} ol XHEﬂ
T ARI7E 7H]1e
., o1& 7|Rkez 7t %’4*—4*‘01 70*611435 ﬁfli T
Al WOM 20t Aol F=3to]
7]‘* &) edste] ofuRt S
2] AlzA] o o sl 1l g 7} 9lc)
1ehjolar g efet o= &t
A0z Az ot AAS Q14
Tt ASA AR FATA] A Q]
: IHP A AR AR AIS Q14
_%OM FA Y FRE A AT R

th(Bahk, 2017; Cho et al., 2018; Han, 2016; M.,

. 2016: Lee, 2017). =22 ARRIAIS Q1412 7iRle] A
*JA ABIEAA AlGS Y] Al dollA] A 07 Q1ASH=
Rolck, olelt Holl Al 1A A7k Holgl A o] HRE A
EPASSF cAStel QS £ 719 At 01%
shtha 2 2= 9jt) B3| §
2] Ho] 3L TRkt 170 Ao}oa Ao feshn E}ou
Al s Este] QlAlskE Alglula A% ql4lo] Fr
A EE(Choi et al., 2013; Lee, 1993) =4 H=o] Ko} F3id)
£ ¥e o vkl ARREL webA Aile) A ARRAS Q)
Ao F=5ek Farf Qlow, of2fgh kA ARSIAIS: Q1A A
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X];E o FJ N3k0] B E g3l AR WellA] Al B7kskaL
Q1A whet Agolslr] wfitoll g=Aom 7HR1] At
A dpggtolut 34 Qg take yhA/do] ke Zlolthlee &
Lee, 2017; Seo, 2017). “ef#] BPeRS 394 ALS]AIS 914
I uRRA] R ARSI AIS WellA] 7HQ1S] =] Q1A of] whE At
2 Z]919] St Ak, 5?9404?0“/\13: -’7*‘7:“4 AL2IAIS
QA a} Abeh ] whEkgy Thol] A& KA Aato] )
2IcH(Callan et al., 2015b). £3] QlEylo] vhgr é 6&% AF2lef Al
= A7) ZA IAE wEISE SNSE Boto] Ag|nE gho g
| A WS =7 7Fs/do] Atk (Seo, 2017), FHA i”ﬂﬂ
AP ATZolA A ARBIAIS Q1A 4 hd i
HAIE Ra1Ea1 QIti(Ahn, 2018; Johnson & Krueger, 2006;
Yoon & Kim, 2008), 53] 234 As5=<zo|ut Ao of
e} Z1efgt o] tht 7iR1e) kAl ?14lo] 4] whs:
ojuf o] Mk F JRS vz Alo8 Kkt Johnson
& Krueger, 2006).
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A7) SRR 7|8 A0l 4] thak AEelvt vl
A3k BRI Q1] Fka A A Q1Alo] At urey
ofu} Fb k7 5 Alela] el olwjet g ld 4 9)
LA Al Qs 719 B Aajolet, el SATE
78k A5IALE Az WAl Slste] 2 ARl W)
3 AAES Hustslel, o) A8l 20 B Q14l] AN
2] ZJaFS Abuean, Teig Sk Q1alo] Ak spegia
2] Qhgztol ofmjgh ofae vl A=) A5 s, S8 o
s} 4Js} 5 Aol ohet aylat F/gloleks Ao B gloflA 9]
Zwjo] ol WA FF SHePUEIA AT 718t Ae)
AJo] g4 91o](Cho et al., 2018) o|SelA| F5e Aast
QI o|x]% @A) akste] Apslo] cistel vlgkalo] i Ahxx
Q14101 St Afa] Aol SHikelo] 7] AR WolSol
A3 AR, o] el That ARkA ot A% A glo] &
b A0 R Wololi A1 A3 AU s}

ojN &L
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listo] H7hAI 4] AF] W82 A% 4 ol7] ol A4 75l
ggcy Atoleh, Aol LAYl ALl A1 20j9} 4

=
2
T r
ﬂﬂi

7o) o7 4= ) o (Lee & Lee, 2016; Woo & Lee,
2000), 7H°] ] o}—rﬂ h‘—EﬂOHE AZthe=HollA H*Oiu' = qick
ot Jﬁﬁdiﬁ 1% shibd HT’JO] ‘:} ]EioP 51“4*—1011
4 /\1/(]—0 J_]_O]— 1 :174()]
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Slof) SPALE| R Gl SARE 714 HE0lAo] 200 A3 ohe)
RSN oA QLA glom], A pegtolLt FA o
G2 5 o152 el olmah e vlA|r] Auhoms 3
W] el olele-S wetsln, oSS 91 419 gl 4
A AAPES ARSha Bk ol flof 2 A thet ge
ATEAS Mt

ATEA 1. HdE csbo] A2k kA AelA% Q1A A
o) ek, ela Sk ehdgrel Ay
712

AEA 2. s Hieho] Azt kA ARAIS QA A

o =
QTRA 3, HS chsbol Azte FuA A AL 7
WA ol 7bol ol oJekS nj A=)

1. F2E AEAIS QAla +XEE

2 ollA] Ffele] wemet o] Aaeiolit ksl A
9P7F AR APAl0] ARBIAES AARFE QALS YlEshs 44
Sho] AU, Agulel 5 olef ABlAAIA AT 9 B
S A=A B AL QItKSong & Baek, 2018), AA]
2 3 melajol ok Kkt ARzl whwl tiri490,3%)
7} SAHRE HAlg Yzsicla Sokgi o] Adlo] W Al
Eol] ApAle] AlFE T4=4(65.3%) 2kl S H3HArHKim, 2019).
Statistics Korea (2017)2] AlS]ZA A LAY 50F =22 3l
Bl £910) AFE17A1A 4917} ok ZRsAo] e gt v

£0] 65%= Al Afe] vl A= S7F FAIE EAln ol2fet

AR vj5o] & uf oju] W AgHS0] SARE FEtL 9L
o, o]Eg] FHA AlZelAlo] A o g 1zkslE| 1 Q8-
o ATk 5 pAEREo] S-EARlell A W]l S o] Hiek A

N T )

offgk AFe] A WA el Etelal AR SAEE 7]
HE F50)4s AERtE At oFF] gt AAolw, 7j%1e] 5=
A AR A 914, Al o578 50 HIEE ARt mM 4
A 7IRE A4S (Ao m ekl 2 AE0l
0] %01 2] Fch(Bahk et al., 2017; Han, 2016; Hwang & Kye,
2018: Jung, 2018). Bahk (2017) Sk A}3]9] A5 Wl ZJARE

N
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XMIZEA Wz s, gEsle]

93l (Hwang & Kye, 2018) o)Q} v/\}ﬁ}}ﬂ Jung (2018)2] &+
o A= AERo] At =05 v o R A A W Fg =

% B AT FUE A AR A0S 3 A

WSt gl *}ﬂ@ uﬂa& olo] +AIE 7l A28
o TAZ RNt 4 Irk. E3 o] 4e] HYATOIA T A}

IAS Q1A =2 A 741394*—1'% ol AEE 7INE A
oj41g sl glof Afele] AHAle] ALEAAE Ag)E 4]
Toll nlfoto] AEAISE ok SAHE 7IRE A594
o] A ARJAIGS Q1A A geitial 1153t 4= QIth(Cho
et al., 2018). of=RE T2 ARRAIS: Q142 7] Lnof <
Alof| W= AtfA] g o g2 A i A& ulEH(Callan et al,,

20150)1} A A=, 7§19] 4Fo whEten} =Lt o] §)
D}(Johnson & Krueger, 2006; Oh & Lee, 2014). weba 4=4]
2 74k ALe)r)el =37 ALS A olAlo] Ffel Aleo) u]il

¢}

% QM ofafol theliE Wl ghalo] A eIt B3] g

2 ofpe] LeeleE BAS elA Qo AREA A4S u
23} Q7] o] B HSo] SAHES A%de] 485}
A Flcka, F5E ARlo] W B e AskE 4ol 6l lolct
(Han, 2016). ol A5 /1wt Fidrol4e] ehet e 24z

3} tjBo] A4 Aol 4]

%] $xfo] Lagh Adoleh,

2. AbS|H|me} AtHE] izt

ALSIH] 2 (social comparison)s= 7elo] 2AFAIS] 9] AT} 5
& T7ka o), 2Rl W7} heo] EAle) ok A el
o] H|uE F3) A 15l B o|cH(Festinger, 1954),
o]t ARRIH] L= H|aLSk= ThAdol] whet Ap4lof| oigh 57} At
7F e, 2 XVJHEP A5 ) Blashs shekH]aL
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o] Qlout, 53] 32 A 7RIS FAleks w9717 7
sto] ofet w7t HIHSHA] ARSI IS Sh= A3S Holw
(Kang, 2015), fths=o] w3fe] 5/ om 2Rl 7hR| s} /el
ko] ulalo A 915 A 4= Q= A %*é% FAIFRe =
W Absla] e Woh igkekA] 9Reteh(Yi & Park, 2010). e
2 Koo®} Suh (2015)% v]=3} §h=t tfsiAyS ] 5_17_—5‘]_0:1 st o)
ShgEo] vlst gishEe] vl =, @i, At 22 oA 7}
A5 Bt FABIL 9o B skt
Goethals (1986)¢] 1tol] wh2H, 71| AlS]H]al= o]
O 7 o]foA|7| KLt AR A Ao ARgo] RIHstaL, BRela F5
o] W *}EPOHE €] 2 vlashA| flok, 53] njrjole} ¢lE
Ul 2hgof| o)<t dAl S-efAS|o] S-S 2l AdollA] 2t
S WS Bl BRITEY] ARRH I A o] oA |u miA] <
of vl SFStaL o] FAR] RIS 42 Foll ATt -6t

31 QIANSHE ARIILE ek (Yang, 2015). o] A%

Iy

ol A eErke g alt}(Yang & Song, 2010).
A Brergolgt elRlute) vl Fal AH4le] Asto] uuﬁm
B} skl Bejsirial QlAshs Aor 7o) e i
FICH(Smith et al., 2012). ¥H=A] BRI v)al #}A-S 235}
= *MX* H*%‘%.& Xl%’M T AgA Q1A Rl S Akﬂﬁl

o o letol olslel Q149
215fo] kel 4 gl A2l uhezlo] s

(subJectlve well—being

2l A ww
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ol A A AElE 23R Diener, 1984; Suh &
Koo, 2011), 578 AALt 54 AA= s w2 vk 532l
Ao, KA GA7E AARCAL siA As A o8 34 AA7E
AN = o=tk ozt $-&4to] AlAHETHH, 34 GAE &
= Aol OMIﬂ SHAR1 A7 EeHKwon, 2008).
T O & JAGh= A QR TRy
PATE Foll A ARAS AT dde WS
2 ®asolih, Yoond} Kim (2008)9] AteA]
I LS 7o) 122 Qlabdat = wigl
YSEI o, o] Aol = ’FﬂH(ﬂ
5 27 QS THRI0] AR5k Abele] ko] 4
5 B35S 4 Q7] wiie] 2 4ol wEho R 14y
Krueger, 2006). ©|2} ¥HHofl Im (2015)94
o] F3hA ALRAIGol| tigk QlAlo] S| <
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Table 1. Sociodemographic Characteristics of Respondents (V=307)

Variables n (%) M (SD) Range
Gender male 148 (48.2)
female 159 (51.8)
Age 21.55(2.31) 18-29
Grade Ist 82 (26.7)
2nd 84 (27.4)
3rd 68 (22.1)
4th 73 (23.8)
Family income (unit: 10 thousand won) ~ 754.83 (1138.19)  100-15,000
www.fer.or.kr
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£ Hol=d= e AASHL, T 53] 74 Likert 2% -
oot s ATA v A o] Bhdreo) AR s HE
o A}, Ak .56—’,\% ool Al shte] fRle Hdsialer,
A

3) FHH 3zt

oiehg o] S QA S7dskalAl Suhet Koo (2011)9]
T B2 5= (COMOSWB: Concise Measure of Subjective
Well-Being) & AF8-519t) o] Axi= 237 ohgzlo] sialg
Aol gro] wkE 3%} LA A A 3ES) B A 3ES &= 29

wapow yslo] glom, 7k Byl ds) SuAL A 1

www.fer.or.kr

Family and Environment Research fer

(L) ol A i~ ZLHeHT7R) 714 77 Likert 2= 4
1:}' ix%_oa ‘/\Lg] U}§+JX4 =] /\1 7_t|'_7<4 ] A{ﬁ A}%Quﬂ 7]J:
| ZA0] Woj _ [5A~ 4390 0% Ml Lo Orka)
7F AR A P ES E=A QlAlekaL e ofmlgitt =
Aol A 953} Hr o] AlF % (Cronbach’'s a)= 845 &5
LB,

Al ok

- -

r°1' ol

3. Xlz2M
H oqLof A= SPSS ver 23,0(SPSS Inc., Chicago, 1L, USA)
ARgSTo] TRl o] Al AR, A1) FREA
Aeke AmEY] flete] RIeRA 7 AE AABKIH =
. OJ:rL/\}QO“H S5 SARE 5, A ARRIAIS QlAle] 4
ol oWk Jaks wA=A] dobiy] flsto] 911
AlSFoAEL, *jlixﬂ T ARSI A ?1Alo] A <F
H7] 9lste] QlgtALE]eH EAS &
AleFodet,

o, ﬂl

d

ﬂé".::%i

&
FI]I 1z
il *
’Llo
>

S
oy
B =
=)
)
s
o
ool
Mo
3

=
&
o
e
o
fon
)
AT
1%
o
{124

i —
o re
( ol __E
4 @ ot T
rﬁ re
o 1o
»
rwu [
-
SO
rh @
2
1o
N
ok
2
>
ton
e
ol
rO
)

I
O
B
¥
H
2=
=
El
olr
e
2
[
s
H
o
it
_EL
T
32

OvhHed, ops12|} of
Hu 9] st Z47F & o)Ao] 57.1%, T1.4%= Yergtt,
Sh Apale] A ARIAIGS A e AR S
SRS 717} 113%9(36. 7%) 107 (34, 7%) 0.2 A7 2wtz 1p
RS AR, o1 52] Wt 7SS A 7] 599,28
ule] =27} 790, 280Ho | ESa] & o] Al5) jakaY Ha
o] st tfEol A}l ofH A= 77.0%, o1HY 7t 61.9%=

Uhehom, “eq A s Q1A ciobye] 79 cgolAlel ofux)

775,96, oJs|U7} 65. 4% Uiehgeh, Apale] Faka) Apal A%
o AR S OIS 992, 9%) 0.2 S| AL B
2 uglow], o5 JhrAase YH 1,3008Hlo] ohz]
o ololule] SALEE Aoldel 2k 66 Tk B9 1
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[OJRRE =1

ehelis AR SET oS 10,6702 7bg Hgle.
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Family Income and Parents' Education by Subjective Socioeconomic Status (V=307)

Family income

Father's education (%) Mother's education (%)

Subjective

socioeconomic status n (%) (unit: 10 thousand won) Under college  College graduate Under college  College graduate
M (SD) graduate or higher graduate or higher
Dirt spoon 7(2.3) 260 (147.48) 429 57.1 28.6 7.4
Plastic spoon 25 (8.1) 453.85 (171.35) 417 58.3 58.3 417
Brass spoon 41(13.3) 487.00 (198.24) 31.7 68.3 39.0 61.0
Copper spoon 113 (36.7) 599.28 (333.79) 23.0 77.0 38.1 619
Silver spoon 107 (34.7) 790.28 (476.32) 243 75.7 34.6 65.4
Gold spoon 9(29) 1,300.00 (950.19) 333 66.7 1.1 88.9
Diamond spoon 4(1.3) 2,533.33 (2482.61) 00.0 100 50.0 50.0
Platinum spoon 1(6) 15,000 () 00.0 100 00.0 100

Table 3. Descriptive Statistics of Study Variables (V=307)

Variables M (SD) Possible Range
Subjective socioeconomic status 411 (1.15) 1-8
Relative deprivation 2.72 (98) 1-7
Subjective well-being  Life satisfaction® 15.08 (3.26) 3-21
Positive emotion”  14.80 (3.67) 3-21
Negative emotion” ~ 12.83 (3.84) 3-21
Total 17.07 (8.25) -15~39

1) Subjective well-being total=a+b-c

ﬁli S Urb}‘*otﬂ H—i = AHAA
L Lo Bkl SHAIS0] AT

o natelq) e neie,

S0 Fale] AN e obny] Sla) 7145
AAIGE ATH Table 33 ek, 7 AR Q1A 87
Holl Bt 4112 15 422 Uehglon], 4ra wekge 7
BEel 272408 BEAA tha e ES it o
AEo] Lyl ANFAQ] F3HA QRAg £ FA 17,0730

HI

55 O AMSlElE rm o B e, ESE A oy
1ol oA g AlHE T AR0] UEES 15087, S A
14,803 02 RERCE ol &2 o|glon, 1A HA=

12,837 0% HgH T} oFF e S e

,
o

o o s = TR O =P 1
i) °
0!4
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L Sk
- OO
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Table 4. Hierarchical Regression Analysis for College Students' Subjective Socioeconomic Status Predicting Relative Deprivation (V=307)

—

Relative deprivation

~__ Dependent variable

Independent variable Model 1 Model 2
— B (SE) B B (SE) B

Constant 3.56 (.64) 4.25 (.70)
Gender’ -39(14) 207 -34(14) -7
Age -.03(.03) -.06 -.03(.03) -.07
Family income .00 (.00) -21° .00 (.00) -15
Subjective socioeconomic status -15(.07) -7
R 10 12
AR 10 03
F 6.86" 6.62"

Note. a) O=Female, 1=Male
‘<05, p<.01, p<.001
VIF=1.03-1.22

Table 5. Hierarchical Regression Analysis for College Students' Subjective Socioeconomic Status Predicting Subjective Well-being (V=307)

Dependent variable

Subjective well-being

) Total Life satisfaction Positive emotion Negative emotion
Independent variable B(SE) 5 B (SE) B B(SE) B B(SE) 6

Constant 8.31(5.87) 11.07 (2.36) 16.41 (2.61) 19.29 (2.73)
Gender® 1.04 (1.19) .06 14 (.48) .02 .62 (.53) .09 -.25(.55) -03
Age 26 (.25) 08 13 (.10) 09 -1 -07 -24(1) -15
Family income -5.97 (.00) -.00 8.35 (.00) .03 .00 (.00) -.06 .00 (.00) -03
Subjective socioeconomic status 65 (.55) .09 29(.22) 10 13(.24) 04 -25(25) -.08
R 02 02 01 03
4F 01 01 00 01
a 1.04 1.10 .66 1.63

Note. a) O=Female, 1=Male
VIF=1.03-1.22
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