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A Christian Approach to the North Korean Residents of Materialism:
Centered on Paul's Athenian contact
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Abstract

South Korea and North Korea, which have been separated for 70 years, are getting closer and closer.
This is very good news for Christians in South Korea who have long wanted to contact with the North
Koreans. But it is not easy for Christianity to find contact points for North Koreans who have lived in
a society that does not accept religion. First of all, it is necessary to grasp their ideological background,
to find similarities with the message of Christianity, to search the Bible for cases of contact with
Christianity in similar situations, and to appropriately contextualize them according to the present
situation of North and South Korea. The ideological background of the North Korean people is the
materialism which is the basic philosophy of communism, and the Juche idea based on materialism.
Christianity is negative about the world view that spiritual things are good and material things are evil.
Some contact points between Materialistic thinking and Christianity can be found in recognizing the
material world as an important element of God's creation. The contact between materialism and
Christianity also can be found in dialogue with the Greek philosophy in early Christian era, particularly
in the conversation between Paul, who were at the forefront of non-Jewish contact, and Athenians.
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