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Abstract

This study aims to examine the difference in the rurality of rural villages near a metropolitan city. It inves—
tigated the general status and economic activities of the two villages near Ulsan Metropolitan City to find
out what the differences are and to diagnose the reasons for such differences and their impact on future
changes in the villages. Through this survey analysis, it found that the two villages have been continuously
experiencing a decrease in population over the last 10 years, despite being near large cities. In addition, it
also identified the characteristics of the agricultural and livestock industries taking center stage in economic
activities. In other words, although the cases are rural villages near a big city, it was shown that the village
near a provincial city is basically based on agricultural characteristics. Regarding future prospects, on the one
hand, in the case of Dagae-ri, the villagers expect that the current livestock industry—oriented activities may
continue to develop. On the other hand, in the case of Shinhwa-ri, the residents think that the rural character-
istics may be rapidly lost and urbanized. Based on these findings, this study suggests that rural policies for
villages near large cities also need to be applied in a discriminatory manner, taking into account the basis
on which economic activities in the villages are developed.

Key words: rural-urban fringe, rurality, urbanity, community development, economic activities,
capacity building
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