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about the usefulness,

In order to find out whether the traditional mass media in our society are sufficiently functioning as
a vehicle of providing scientific information to the public outside the school education, public perception
of science articles in mass media and scientific terms used in high frequency in science articles have
been examined. To investigate the public perception on science articles, a questionnaire was constructed
importance, access frequency, and understanding of science articles.
questionnaires were conducted in areas with high flow populations such as train stations or subway stations.
A total of 425 responses were used for analysis. In order to extract high frequency scientific terms used
in science articles, two television companies and two newspapers were designated as target media, and
their texts on science articles reported over the last 17 years were collected to investigate the frequency

The

of scientific terms used. Based on the frequency, we conducted the self-report comprehension test for
the top 100 scientific terms. The results of this study show that the public in our society has relatively
high perception of the importance and usefulness of science articles, however, reading and understanding
the articles seems to be somewhat difficult. In addition, the scientific terminology used in science articles
has a high degree of comprehension for those of higher education, natural sciences majors, and men.
In addition, scientific terms with high understanding degree were characterized according to gender, age,
educational background, and field of major.
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Table 3. Perception of public about science articles
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Table 4. Difference in perception of science articles according to gender

Gl o

" D ” - Mann-Whitney U Sig.

1. L= Ao} frao] Tt 7|A1S &4 ot 287 98 275 100 19,870 28
2. U= AR Ao 38l 7|Al7F 2asicha Azisict 349 94 366 .90 18,932 .06
3. AlRolu w20 WE7 A= diFo] olsfisty] fAl HolA it 274 19 258 .77 23,912 01
4, AR} Lol 3B} 7|AFS Qlojx &L o|3sly] ojale Aost Wk 265 86 260 91 19,960 31
5. Zgk 7AW atell -85t 330 96 335 91 21,813 54
3 1498 339 1476 345 21,068 84

Table 5. Difference in perception of science articles according to age

20~30t] 40~50t] 60t o]
M SO M SD M SD

Kruskal-Wallis ~ Sig.

1. U= Aoy o] T8t 71X £4 =t 2.61 91 317 1.03 314 117 16.33 .00
2. Y AlRo|Y Ao 38} 7|AL a8ttt AYZgict 343 94 389 81 336 1.08 11.94 .00
3. Aoy 29 B |AR= diFo] oldlstr] Al HoiA Qich 257 77 282 77 293 1.07 522 .00
4, Ao w20 I3t 7|AE doje Y8 ofsfelr] ofEe A7) wrh 253 8 271 90 350 .85 9.62 .01
5. It 7A=Y 4ol 985tk 317 93 3.6l 86 329 114 10.15 .00

34 1425 317 1606 335 1513 554 13.20 .00
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Table 6. Difference in perception of science articles according to educational background
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Table 7. Scientific term by respondents’ understanding score
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Table 8. Comparison of understanding of scientific terms
according to gender
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Table 9. Scientific terms in which men showed higher
comprehension than women
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Table 10. Comparison of understanding of scientific terms according to age group
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Table 11. Scientific terms that differ in understanding by age group
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Table 12. Comparison of understanding of scientific terms according to educational background
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Table 13. Scientific terms that differ in understanding by academic background
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Table 14. Comparison of understanding of scientific terms
according to major field
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Table 15. Scientific terms in which respondents of natural
science major showed higher comprehension than
respondents of humanities majors group
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