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Abstract

A Study on the Teaching and Learning of

Korean Modality Expressions

Fei Jiang
Shandong Technology and Business University

Modality is the psychological attitude of the speaker, which is comprised by the sentences used
in every language. Modality can be broadly categorized as perceptional modality and obligatory
modality. This study summarizes the previous related literatures and theoretical branches of
Korean linguistic studies. The study also proposes and classifies a modal concept on the Korean
language, which is aimed at aiding Chinese people who are studying Korean. It further describes
characteristics and expressions of modality in both the Chinese and Korean languages. This
study aims to develop an effective teaching-learning program on the basis of the contrastive

analysis between Korean language’ s modality, “-(2)2 < <tl,” and the corresponding

Chinese auxiliary verb, “fE.” Modality is a syntax item that reflects a speaker s subjective
manner. There are many grammatical facets in Korean language books and teaching materials
that are modal in nature. Further, modalities in Korean language are not only numerous but also
have very rich meanings and functions. Based on the contrastive analysis, this study designs an
effective teaching plan for Chinese people learning the Korean language. The designed system
uses specific conversational occasions as the basis of learning, and it adapts the Korean
language’ s modal system to classroom teaching. The system is expected to be effective during

classroom teaching for demonstrating and learning modality in the Korean language.

Key words: modality, psychological attitude, grammatical items, teaching model
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