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ABSTRACT: Eupatorium rugosum Houtt. is known to be an alien invasive species and is listed as an ecosystem

disturbance species in Korea. There is also an eastern North American species Ageratina altissima (L.) R. M.

King & H. Rob. similarly dispersed in Korea. This article aims to clarify the taxonomic confusion regarding the

species. The two names refer to the same species originally described as Ageratum altissimum by Linnaeus in

his Species Plantarum. Ageratum altissimum was transferred to the genus Eupatorium and later to Ageratina.

Eupatorium rugosum is the replacement name in Eupatorium because of E. altissimum L., an existing name

based on the different type. When the species was transferred to Ageratina, A. altissima was published based on

its basionym, as the epithet “altissima” was available in the genus. It seems that taxonomic confusion regarding

the species in Korea is due to the recognition of the names as different taxa. Ageratina altissima is the correct

name for the species based on morphological and molecular data.

Keywords: Ageratum, Ageratina, Eupatorium, Ageratina altissima, taxonomic confusion

A F5E Y= (Eupatorium rugosum Houtt)S =33} 5
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roanense Small)®] 121%] 11 JtH(Nesom, 2006). ©] F HE
< X (phyllary)®] o] B o] Fefell ofsiM T
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Table 1. Comparison of diagnositc characteristics of Ageratina, Eupatorium, and Ageratina altissimum.

Taxa
Character
Ageratina Eupatorium A. altissima
Gland on leaves Absent in most species Present in most species Absent
No. of florets per head 10-60 5 15-25
Style base pubescence Glabrous Puberulent Glabrous
Gland on corolla Present Absent Present
Gland on cypselae Present Absent Present
Carpopodium Present Obscure Present
Chromosome number x=10 x=17 n=17
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Taxonomy

Ageratina altissima (L.) R. M. King & H. Rob., Phytologia
19: 212, 1970. Ageratum altissimum L., Sp. Pl. 839, 1753;
Eupatorium altissimum (L.) L., Syst. Veg. ed. 13, 614, 1774,
nom. illeg.; E. rugosum Houtt., Nat. Hist. 2(10): 558, 1779,
nom. nov.; E. urticaefolium Reichard, Syst. PL. 3: 719, 1780,
nom. nov., nom. illeg.; E. ageratoides L. f., Suppl. PL 355,
1781, nom. nov., nom. illeg—TYPE: LINN 978.25 (holotype:
LINN, http://linnean-online.org/9969/).

':'Eftg: }‘1 ooh%‘%‘/]’%.
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