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A Study on the Development of a Marine Industrial Cluster in

Seosan-Daesan Port
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The Seosan-Daesan Port is closest to the major ports of China; hence, it is recognized as the
ideal port for trade with China. Well-developed industrial infrastructure in its hinterland, including
petrochemical, automotive, and electronic component complexes and recent developments of port
facilities that aim to strengthen its function as a commercial port clearly highlight the necessity to
develop it as a comprehensive port by building a marine industrial cluster.

In this study, prerequisites for marine industrial cluster development in Seosan-Daesan Port are
identified; they include the following. First, the conditions to be met for being designated a marine
industrial cluster should be amended; Second, the central government should delegate authority to
local governments to ensure the development of marine industries; Third, changes related to marine
industrial cluster development in the governance structure of local governments (Seosan City and
Chungnam Province) are required; and Last, a consultative body should be established to facilitate
discussions on developing a marine industrial cluster in Seosan-Daesan Port and build public
consensus,
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