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ABSTRACT
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FAH FA L EA O Faefrt ol 2 H AL o] F ‘1101(?1 N H I LM (Euphausia pacifica)?t &, F20f Zol o]
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Over 3,200 large baleen whales including 3,173 fin whales, 7 blue whales and 28 humpback whales were hunted by Japanese whaling
companies in the Yellow Sea during Japanese colonial period (1916~1944). As a result, these large baleen whales are under the
endangered state in the Yellow Sea. The Yellow Sea had good living conditions for large baleen whales in the water temperature (4~2
6°C) and food supply. The whaling on the large baleen whales was carried out mainly from early winter to late spring. The possibility
of large scale whaling was caused by the migration of these baleen whales from other areas for the feeding on abundances of Euphausia
pacifica in the surface layer during these seasons. During summer and autumn season, the baleen whales moved to other areas (good
feeding ground as Woolsan offshore waters), because Euphausia pacifica stayed below the strong themocline which was formed from
June to October in the Yellow Sea.
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Fig. 1. Whaling grounds in the Yellow Sea from 1916 to 1945.
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Fig. 2. The numbers of fin whale catched by whaling around Heuksan Island and Daechung Island in the Yellow Sea from 1926 to 1944.
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Table 1. The numbers of fin whale catched monthly by whaling around HaiYang Island of the Yellow Sea from 1915 to 1921
(Wang, 1999)

Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Catched whales 21 7 67 216 186 128 6 0 0 1 40 38

Table 2. The numbers of the fin whale catched monthly by Chinese whaling in the Yellow Sea from 1958 t01972 (Wang, 1999)

Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Catched whales 4 2 2 10 7 1 0 0 0 0 1 4

Table 3. The numbers of blue whale catched monthly by whaling in the Yellow Sea from 1910 to 1938 (57 /&, 1950)

Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Catched whales 2 1 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 1
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Fig. 3. Population structure and distribution of £uphausia pacificain the Yellow Sea during six transect cruises cited from
Sun et al(2011), A:September, B:December, C:March, D:May, E:June, F:August.
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