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A Study on the Family Animation Characters — Focused on the (the Simpsons)
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Abstract

There has been not the research on the reason of success based on the characteristic of narrative
and characters of {the Simpsons), | defined the major characteristic of this genre as family animation,
and aimed at researching strategic character and narrative.

The characteristics of each characters are identified, and compared with other animation, soap opera,
and sitcom. The portion that characters participated in the narrative was analyzed, and the relationship
between the point and viewers was also researched in the specific episodes.

1) The characters against the ideal ones function to satirize the fixed idea pursued by the mass, and
stimulate the viewers' desire. 2) All the characters are protagonist and sometimes antagonist, or advisor.
The circulating position expands the target of viewers, and decreases the cultural discount. 3) It
produces a couple of layered narrative, then children, teenagers, and adults enjoy the each different
depth of the narrative, resulted in the target expansion.

Considering on the limit of theme and target in Korean animation, | expect the findings above will
enable to produce more valuable and consistent contents. Later, characters in the Korean family
animation is to be researched and the expandability and sustainability would be ensured.
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