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Analysis of Elementary School Students’ Self-Perception
on the Affective, Behavioral and Cognitive Domains
of Science Instruction

Park, Sunl - Lim, Chae-Seong*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the self-perceptions of the elementary school students’ on the
affective, behavioral and cognitive domains in science class. To see if there are differences in students’ per-
ceptions according to grade levels, a self-perception questionnaire was applied to third and fifth grade students
in Seoul, Korea. The major results of the study are as follows. First, the perception level of the affective domain
was higher than that of the cognitive domain in third grade students. There was no significant difference in the
self-perception level of the fifth grade students. Both third and fifth grade students perceived the greatest
improvement in the cognitive domain through one year of science teaching. Second, in the life science class,
the same tendency was also observed. The students in the third and fifth grade reported that cognitive domains
were the most improved through the one-year life science class. Third, when the students’ perceptions were
compared by grades, the third grade students showed higher self-perception scores than fifth grade students. As
the grade increased, the perception scores of the students’ lowered. Based on these findings, implications for

science education research and teaching and learning at school are discussed.

Key words: affective - behavioral - cognitive domain, science class, life science, self-perception, level of

improvement
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Table 1. Cronbach a value of student perception questionnaire
question number for science class
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Table 2. Mean scores and standard deviations of students’ self-perception levels in the affective, behavioral, and cognitive domains
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