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The Problems of Administrative Relief of Humidifier Disinfectiant
Injuries and Its Reform
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Law School of Kangwon National University

ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to identify the causes of the retardation of administrative relief under
the Special Act on Remedy for Damages Caused by Humidifier Disinfectant and to suggest the systematic
refurbishment of this act for the quick and fair of relief of damages.

Methods: This study was conducted through the application of the case study, literature review and systematic
interpretation of law methods.

Results: The disease subject to administrative relief under the Special Act is defined as health damage causally
associated to a substantial degree with exposure to humidifier disinfectant. This definition is a strict requirement
in light of the legislative purpose of prompt and fair relief of damages. Furthermore, the damage relief committee
established under the Special Act judged causal relationships according to a rigorous standard in terms of
medical certainty. This medical evidence-based judgment is a result of the committee’s failure to understand the
normative meaning and function of a causal relationship as an outcome of inference based on empirical rules
and common sense.

Conclusions: Humidifier disinfectant health damage should be defined as a health-related injury capable of
occurring or deteriorating after exposure to humidifier disinfectant (HD). If the fact that a particular injury
occurred or worsened after exposure to HD was found, then the damage can be presumed as being caused by
HD. However, this might not be the case when the injury was considered to have occurred or been exacerbated
entirely due to other factors.

Key words: Humidifier disinfectant, epidemiological study, general/specific causation, administrative remedy
damages
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Table 3. Distribution of Burden of Proof between Plaintiff and Defendant under the Causation Doctrine in Environmental
Litigation established by Supreme Court of Korea
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Table 6. Reference Criteria for Causal Association
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