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The History of Hospice and Palliative Care in Korea
Chang Gon Kim, Ph.D.
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The first hospice care center in Korea dates back to the East West Infirmaries (Dongseodae—
biwon in the Korean language) of the Goryeo period in the early 11th century. It has been
50 years since hospice care was introduced in Korea. Initially hospice care was provided in
the private sector, including those with a religious background, and its development was
slow. In the 1990s, related religious organizations and academic associations were estab—
lished, and then, a full-swing growth phase was ushered in as the Korean government in—
stitutionalized hospice care in the early 2000s. As a result, enhanced quality of hospice care
service could be provided, which meant better pain management and higher quality of life
for late stage cancer patients and their families. Still, the nation lacked a realistic reimburse—
ment system which was needed to for financial stability of the affected patients. However,
the national health insurance scheme began to cover hospice palliative expenses in 2015. In
2016, the Act on Decisions on Life—Sustaining Treatment for Patients in Hospice and Pal-
liative Care or at the End of Life was legislated, allowing terminally—ill patients to refuse
meaningless life—sustaining treatments. As the range of diseases subject to hospice palliative
care was expanded, more challenges and issues need to be addressed by the service provid—

ers.
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