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Effects of Videos about Good and Evil on Moral Judgments
Regarding Self and Others
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Abstract

Previous resarch demonstrated that moral judgment is not an outcome of rational reasoning, but an independent
variable determined by diverse factors. The effects of disgust on moral harshness, audience effect on moralistic
punishment are some examples that support this view. The variability of moral judgment raises a question on what
effects video stimuli might have on moral judgments. Although a few studies (Schnall, Roper, & Fessler, 2010)
have shown that watching a prosocial video clip promote moral behavior, no research have simultaneously tested
the effects of both positive and negative video clips on moral (not bahavior but) judgments. Hence, this research
tested the effects of viewing videos about good and evil on moral judgments regarding the self and others. To this
end, participants were asked to view a video clip depicting content of either positive or negative human behavior
and required to make moral judgments on conduct described in a scenario assuming that the person committing
the act was either themselves or another person. The results showed significant effects of both video contents (positive,
negative) and the actor (self, others) on moral judgments, but they were qualified by the interaction between the
two. In particular, participants who watched evil deed of others made harsher judgments on others’ moral transgression.
Theses results demonstrate that video contents influence moral judgments, and the effect depends on the actor of
the immoral behavior. In general discussion, we interpreted the results based on moral disgust, framing effect, and

fundamental attribution error.
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Fig. 1. Video screenshots: Positive video (left) and negative video (right).

F7HAEl e AlvE] Q= DA el A E3] Al 882 AREEHA] easkTh s 9] FAI7E AR4l]
WS 2 9l T YA Ul 9ES L os 7 S AL Q6] Folrl supno 2 Alzhalel o
AstdTh G2 B, (UE/Ae) FAAIE F ] } EFolol Ao = a9z} AT} ALt

i ® E ooy
Og‘:,l‘
N
N
20
N

BAgoE s 1S wAYT 1 A3= gy o ez Al W aHE A5 95 ol
NS 9EA o) A8 AFr o8y ik F o] o}y «xterom ARSEE LA}
97} 2] L ool AL Axuk = X ARAAE A7pA7E 29191 Ao W&(ZAHY
FAYNE AR, “(H=/42) AT 54 A BT 717 2919 A9 9] F
M AR BAYTE A el 30mde] AEE A, EBRDE 2Aste] 2 x 2 F7HALE 29147
ol FEI AR ARGl TR =olgith (between-subjects factorial design)E AH&-3F3 T
FolAl EHFF k= A2 SARE (Ue/A)

1A e Pz e 2 dAHE) WEe R 2.1.2. 2R

= 167141 9] &2 AU 25 A THAI YR 271 A2 b BFEA 39uo] A 0 & AF )
Bed A% wAAANA 2). Al et S gojsiginy 2 x 2 AIFALE LA we) & 47}
A okt A viga gz Qs X & FArF YERA 2 ZAd ZAES EHAo 7 sty 1 A}
us Ae Tl AUAA gk P, FA F BRI 2716 9m o] Folat o 1R A



21Zte] Mots EoiF= Fod2 Ahaldt Eflol| ofet =X EH

= AHEske] 2710 wet S Pe RS F A
TA el AAE =9 Aol vebd 391k
AFol tef FAsAh DA shue] Ay
25 AN F ool sl Alvhe] Lol tfste] 7}
& AES HeE AT HEs 53 s
AHE-8EgleH, Mol whet o &4 BE(1H), &4
F52H), BEGH), & o7

AAHL, TS F 1674 Ak
Wl s WA son RE BAo] B
2 T QAR AEA SHE LI

o o
AP oF 253

o] 22 %A

i
L to
ra
i
)

2. 41

N

Fig. 2 24 w2 =54 BA4Z2A4E HofEth A
2|

AlRE Al 27F B =Y A b9 97] Wil 53

8 EM TXWV el Tk 2 x 2 F Rz
OI%% ZEE-X (two-way ANOVA)S A8t 1 A3

FaA7E UEEt, F(1, 35) =
499, p = .03, n,> = .13. o)1= FAHIGN
AHE(M = 2.30, SD = 0.38)> -4 FAS
AFE(M = 2.04, SD = 0.44)Ht} AU 2 F
=°l tisl o #AhaiAl Hrivhe As B, w
ZA] 3Gl YA ANEES olEY due

S
=
S

lo
i)IO
rz
o2

O Self mOthers
25 |
£
@©
o
3 ——
s I
s —1
=2
1 i
Positive Video Negative Video

Fig. 2. Morality ratings as a function of video type and
target of judgment.
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