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From Charity to Solidarity, Sympathy to Empathy:
The Case of Yellow Envelope Campaign
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Abstract : Giving behavior promotes social solidarity and lessens social deprivations by voluntary practices
to make better communities. Despite the increasing trend of giving in terms of participation and amount
in Korean society, the giving culture has deeply rooted in charitable emotion based on compassion, still
far from social solidarity. This paper attempts to identify giving behavior by investigating its character-
istics and changes in its motives from the compassion-based social welfare to social responsibility and
community solidarity, centering around ‘Yellow envelope campaign’ started in 2014 to support the living
expenses and cost of litigation for the fired workers of Ssangyong Motors. By employing questionnaire
survey and in-depth interview, it analyzes the horizontal relationships, reciprocal responsibility, social
capital, and pursuit for conflict solution. Even though the campaign didn’t change our society as a whole,

but it castthe social questions on the birth of social empathy and solidarity.
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