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Analysis on Regional Variation in Educational Community
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Formation of Rural Village

- Case Analysis of Songak in Asan-si, Chungcheongnam-do -

Ko, Kyung-Ho

This study aims to analyze the regional variations in which appear during the
formation process of educational community in rural villages from the perspective
of regional innovation theory. The study results revealed that the activities to form
an educational community of the Songak village significantly influenced the varia-
tions across the social, economic and environmental aspects beyond an innovation
of public education within the region based on interrelation between schools and
villages. In other words, the activities including interactions and group learnings
have been actively promoted among the various relevant stakeholders, thereby resul-
ting in a variety of positive variations such as expanded regional welfare base,
activated voluntary residents community gatherings based on the unity and coope-
ration, broadened socioeconomic opportunities, satisfaction on educational and cul-
tural desires, and construction of healthy ecological environment in the region.
Therefore, it is thought that regional development policy suitable for each region
needs to be established by embracing the fact that activities to form a village edu-
cational community entail significant implication and value as the comprehensive
regional innovation activities across the entire domains in each region.

Key words : regional innovation, educational community, interaction, promotion,
regional development policy
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Table 13} Table 29} 2T}

Table 1. Activity analysis for educational community formation of Songak village

Analysis target

Analysis direction

Analysis detail

Innovator

- Background of appeared innovator

- Formation and variation of

innovator

Background of appeared innovator
that needs to be solved
Investment of human and visible

resources for innovation

Interaction among

innovators

- Elements for promoting interactional

activity

Space (Organization)

Programs
Residents community gatherings

Events of village
Communication measures for

information sharing

Activity promotional

mechanism

- Association between issues

existence of promotional elements

for interaction

and

Formation process of promotional

organization

Table 2. Regional variations appeared during formation of educational community in

Songak vill

age

Analysis target

Analysis direction

Analysis detail

Performance of
innovation activity

- Based on variations in
social, economic,
educational, cultural
eco-environmental

aspects

Regional welfare base of each village

Economic circulation model in region

Satisfaction of educational & cultural desires from
residents

Sustainability in regional ecological environment
Establishment of united and cooperative culture
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Table 3. Changes in community during development of maeul learning communities

Category Highlights

Banditburi community children center: Afterschool childcare service

Obyong-io: Volunteer food service for vulnerable populations

Songak-nuri: Volunteer home repair service
Increased

Songak-heemang scholarship: School uniform support for new middle school
community-based students

welfare services

Kkumsadari: Financial support for middle school students’ participation in
career camps

Additional community-based programs (e.g., elderly care and healthcare
programs) in development

Dad groups at Geosan and Songak Elementary Schools and Songak Middle
School

Various hobby groups (e.g., soccer, badminton, cinema, and mountaineering)
Boost for resident within dad groups

group activities

Book club for parents’ picture book reading, Solbaram traditional percussion
band, theater group, Tainlak percussion band, Cheonmugeuk tackwondo club,
Songak SSC (for table tennis, soccer, and foot-volleyball), Songak forest
school (e.g., forest guide and therapy), etc.

Social economic organizations: Social Co-op, People of Songak Neighborhood,
Expansion of social Gorang-irang Co-op, Damppuk Co-op, Energy-gongbang Co-op, Darami-maeul

economy Farmers Co-op, Songakgol Farmers Co-op, Gyeoreo Bee Keepers Co-op,

Eco-friendly School Food Producers Co-op, Happy Farmers, etc.
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Category Highlights

- Community-based circular economy: Nolda Gage, Suyo Kkebijang, community
market with festival, etc.

Community learning and sharing: Learning from Neighborhood Sisters, Natural
Table, lectures in humanities, etc.

Maeul Is School programs: Youth Maeul School, Maeul Career Academy,

career internships, etc.

Fulfilment of social / | - Fun Folk-tale Listening, Book Art, Book Market, Overnight Library Camp
cultural needs with Dad, Cinema Club for Parents and Residents, etc.

Various community art clubs (e.g., theater club) and fair travel programs

Songaknoljang community festivals (4 times a year) and Songak Maeul Art
Festival (annually in October)

Farming and ecological experiential programs and farm culture programs, etc.

- Eco-friendly farming-based ecological environment project implemented by

. Eco-friendly Farming Institute, Hansalim local producers’ group, etc.
Healthy ecological .
. (expanding from 30+ to 80+ farms)
environment . L. . . . .
- Various experiential learning opportunities offered by ecologically-conscious

social economic organizations (e.g., Haemilsup Co-op and Damppuk Co-op)
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