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The Effect of Single Mother’s Economic Stress on Children’s Social

Competence of Perceived by Parents
—The mediating Effect of Mother—Child Relationship Satisfaction—
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Abstract This study examines the effects of single mother’s economic stress in social competence of
children perceived by parents and whether mother—child relationship satisfaction mediate in the
process. The results of analysis of the path through the structural equation modeling are as follows:
First, single mother’s economic stress has negative effects on mother—child relationship satisfaction.
Second, mother—child relationship satisfaction has positive effects on social competence of children. It
was proved that mother—child relationship satisfaction exerted as mediating variables. Therefore,
existent mother—child relationship satisfaction have full mediated effects on the relationship between
economic stress and social competence of children. Based on the findings, practice implications to
improve social competence of single mothers’ children were discussed.
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Table 1. The sociodemographic characteristics of samples

Divison Freaunc | Percentag

under 30 91 44.2

Age grop 40-50 80 38.9
over 50 35 16.9

less than high school 118 57.2

Edluec\itlion g;:éiiii:nal college 50 249
college graduate 38 18.4

basic livelihood recipient 75 36.4

Ec]oerif:lic lower incom group 65 31.6
others 66 32.0

Number 1 116 56.3
of 2 72 35.0
children 3-4 18 3.8

Table 2. Descriptive statistics between main variables

min. max. M SD

economic stress 1.00 3.25 1.66 .55
mother —child

relationship satisfaction 2.33 4.60 3.26 2

social competence 1.56 5.00 3.20 .64
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Table 3. Estimates & Goodness—of—fit index

Model x* df p GFI| RMESA TLI NFI
fit 11.114 7 L1341 .990) .054 971 .975
3.3.2 12EYAZE

Fig. 1. Mediation Model
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Table 4. Structural Analysis of Model
Path B B SE t7k
P’g Rel Sat < ~1.498 | —173+ | 643 | —2.331
con Stre
st’g }ggm;t 035 798wk | 007 | 4.942
g]f:’;nc‘%‘t’;: -.013 -.035 | 032 | —.416

#p <. 05 #xp <, 01 #p <, 001

333 o1 AE AS) AB1E 57 B WS
o &}

Arge) AE 4§57 B welsol
A %

A o] A4

frsgtell mxE AR E, lavs AR B4
ste] ofwl gele] 71 2 TS MAEAE E45H]
Pl A 2B 2ol M FE A o] AbA ezt
Aol Yehvs 3 adEs BAE ®ola o vk
Table 58} 2t} AAZ ~Eg A= e 2134 S
el 431491 e MIAA @9kar, B2 wA v
=2 w7 Bhd(B=.138, p < .01) 38)% dto] JTFS
mFh 2R 9] AL A fs 7k R-ahd T W



414 OAEFEEAT A7d AT

i)
Y

121 Oﬂ—k(B: 798, p <

o

()

Z

it

42

wo rfr
po

(o

r o

m T

2 o W

=)
i
oo o o

o o N
t
(&5
XNy
o
o
> .
] ﬁ
2
I:E
o2
od
%
o,
_)ﬂ( -

1)
i
|
R
im
rJ
X
3
I
it
i
9
[{e)
oo
o
A
()
()
N E
oy

< /\é
AR o] X184 frs el WX Gagee] m-p

1x414 or= oﬂ ohg U] 2

W slo] Fgre m)>
A REw7} AR

3 0E of o 2
Ny S
2 9 |
oX
0l
T
|
1o
o,
é
JZi

A
i
mlm J

rr

S,

L%

B.J

ro

)

32

i)

iy

Table 5. The Analysis of Mediation Effect

standard predictive Total Direct Indirect
variable variable Effect Effect Effect
P—C Rel Sat Econ Stre —.173 —.173
Econ Stre 138 138
Soci Com
P—C Rel Sat 789 .789
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