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Convergence relationship of Self—esteem, Empathy ability and
Interpersonal relationship ability in dental hygiene students
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Abstract This study was to investigate the convergence relationship of self—esteem, empathy ability and
interpersonal relationship ability of 351 dental hygiene students in Jeollabuk—do area. The data were
analyzed using SPSS software program 22.0. In case of interpersonal relationship ability, there were
significantly different means with health state(p=0.005) and major satisfaction(p=0.004). Self—esteem,
empathy ability and interpersonal relationship ability was positive correlated(r=0.600, p<0.01). The
factors influencing interpersonal relationship ability were self—esteem and empathy ability(p<0.001). The
explanatory power of the study was 38.0%. It is necessary to develop a dental hygiene education

program for improving self —esteem, empathy ability and interpersonal relationship ability.
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Table 1. Diescriptive statistics of variables

Variables Mean+SD
Self—esteem 3.5340.59

Empathy ability 3.49+0.31
Interpersonal relationship ability 3.75%0.42
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Table 2. Self—esteem, empathy ability and interpersonal relationship ability by general characteristics (N=351)
Self—esteem Empathy ability Interperso;)z;lhtr\?latlonshlp
Characteristic N(%) .
Mean®SD torF Mean®SD torF Mean+SD torF
(p) (p) (p)

1 127(36.2) | 4594061% 3.5340.31% 3.79%0.41

6.497 4.641 1.247
a b +
Grade 2 116(33.0) 3.4040.62 (0.002) 3.4940.392 (0.010) 3.7140.43 (0.289)
b b

3 108(30.8) | 5484051 3.5240.30% 3.7610.41

Relie Yes 89(25.4) 3.440.56 1630 3.5140.33 0.5%6 3.7840.44 0.784
eligion

No 262(74.6) 3.56:£0.60 (0.104) 3.4840.31 (0.559) 3.7440.41 (0.434)

Healthy 237(67.5) | 36740.54% 3.53+0.31° 3.80+0.43"
25.184 4.889 5.383
Health status Moderate 98(27.9) 3A23i057b (0.000) 3A4li()‘33b (0.008) 3A64i()‘37b (0.005)

. (46 b b b

Not Healthy 16(4.6) 3.1540.65 3.43+0.24" 3.69+0.45"

Satisfied 177(50.4) | 36940547 3.54+0.32" 3.83+0.42"
. N / b 18.040 b 5.053 b 5.596
Major satisfaction Moderate 144(41.0) 3.4040.58 (0.000) 3.4340.30 (0.007) 3.6840.38 (0.004)

. . e ~n - b b

Dissatisfied 30(8.6) 3.13£0.64° 3.48+0.33" 3.6740.49"
Experience in clinical Yes 113(32.2) 3.68+0.51 3.479 3.50£0.30 0.551 3.75%0.41 —0.142
practice No 238(67.8) 3.46£0.62 (0.001) 3.4840.32 (0.582) 3.7640.42 (0.887)
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Self—esteem

0.114
0.731

relationship ability

Self—esteem
Interpersonal
relationship ability

Variables
108.397

Empathy ability

p<0.01.
Self—esteem
Empathy ability

F

Table 4. Convergence factors affecting interpersonal

Table 3. Correlations among variables

Independent variables
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