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<{Abstract>

Grade 4, 5, and 6 Students’ Making Sense of Graphs

Lee, Jami?; & Ko, Eun-Sung®

This study investigates how well grade 4, 5, and 6 students understand graphs before
formal education is done on graphs. For this, we analyzed students’ understanding of
graphs by classifying them into ‘reading data’ , ‘finding relationships between data’ ,

‘interpreting data’ , and ‘understanding situations’ based on previous studies. The
results show that the students have good understanding of graphs that did not have
formal education. This suggests that it is necessary to consider the timing of the
introduction of the graph. In addition, when we look at the percentage of correctness of
each graph, it is found that the understanding of the line graph is weaker than the
other graphs. The common error in most graphs was that students relied on their own
subjective thoughts and experiences rather than based on the data presented.

Key words: statistics, making sense of graphs, elementary students
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