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A Study on Activities of Architecture Craftsmen and Major Carpenters of
Court Palace Performance Stages in the Late Joseon Dynasty
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Abstract

A major performance stage carpenter, Jang Insang led performance stages from the 1719 Sukjong Royal
Banquet and was confirmed by historical records to be the first craftsman. Lee Wandeuk led the Hwaseong
Fortress performance stages of the Jeongjo period and Gichuk Jinchan performance stages of the Sunjo period.
The carpenter techniques he used during the Jeongjo period were succeeded to the Sunjo period. Ahn Sungil was
the head craftsman who led the performance stages of Jagyeongjeon Jinjak, Muja Jinjak, and Gichuk Jinchan of
the Sujo period, under which the foundation for court palace performances was laid. The progression of major
carpenters includes Jang Insang of the Sukjong period, Jeon Yoochu of the Yeongjo period, Ahn Sugil of the
Sunjo period, Yoon Seoksin of the Heonjong period, Kim Yoonsik of the Gojong period, Lee Jongyoon, Kim
Soongil, Seo Sangmook, and Han Sujoon. In addition, the Major Repair of Injeongjeon Hall (1857) of the
Cheoljong period was the most important palace construction project for transferring the carpenters’skills.
Through this project, Ahn Sungil of the Sunjo period, Kim Myeonggap, Yoon Seoksin of the Heonjong period,
Kwon Deuknyang, and Kim Sungil of the Gojong period were able to interact with each other. That is, this
major repair project of Injeongjeon Hall reflected the major carpenters’best techniques through performance stage
construction, showing the progression of Ahn Sungil, Yoon Seokshin, and Kim Sungil, who led the constructions
of Gichuk Jinchan of the Sunjo period (1829), Mushin Jinchan of the Heonjong period (1848), and Jeonghae
Jinchan of the Gojong period (1887), the most impressive performance stages of the late Joseon period. The
carpenters of the court performance stages participated in important construction projects of the royal palace,
reflecting the superior technical skills of the carpenters in the construction of court palace performance stages.
The carpenters who played a leading role in the construction of performance stages were able to interact with
one another and transfer their excellent technical skills, providing the driving force that allowed court
performance stages to blossom into splendid and high—quality court stages in the late Joseon Dynasty.
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