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Factors Affecting College Freshmen’s Intention to Drop Out
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the factors which influence dropout intention of college
freshmen. For this purpose, the freshmen were collected from A University in Gyeonggi Province from
October 16 to 30, 2017. We analyzed 1,369 data in terms of the individual, family, educational
institution, and social factors using t-test, ANOVA and multiple regression. The major findings of the
study are as follows. First, individual factors which influence dropout intention of freshmen are overall
university satisfaction, the degree to which they think their majors fit them, the degree to which they
are willing to recommend their department to others, a plan to dropout, and a plan to take a leave of
absence. Second, the family factors are the encouragement of parents and family to do well in college.
Third, educational institution factors are satisfaction with the curriculum of majors, a sense of belonging
to department, the degree to which the professors instill career vision and self-esteem, and satisfaction
with college facilities. Fourth, social factors are the degree they think going to college was a good
choice in their life and the degree they think knowledge learned in college is helpful to them. Based
on the results, the study suggested what to be considered at professors, school personnel, and
university level and discussed how to reduce dropout rate of freshmen in university.
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