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Differences and Multi-dimensionality of the Perception of Career Success
among Korean Employees: A Topic Modeling Approach
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the multi-dimensionality and the differences of the career
success that is revealed by the employee's perception. In order to fulfill the research purpose, LDA
topic modeling has applied to extract latent topics of career success from 126 Korean employees'
open—end survey questionnaires. The extracted latent topics are social recognition, continuing service
within an organization, expertise, financial rewards, and pursuing personal meaning. The occurrence
probability of each topic was different by individual characteristics such as gender, education, position.
Study findings showed there is multi-dimensionality in career success, and there are differences of
topic occurrence probability by demographic characteristics. Additionally, this study showed how to
apply the recently developed machine learning approach in order to reduce the researcher's bias by
adapting the LDA topic modeling to the qualitative open—ended survey data.
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