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ABSTRACT

Objective: The goal of this study was to investigate the effects of early
childhood teachers’
working hours, ECEC center’s environmental characteristics,
involvement and community engagement on the professionalism of teachers.

Method: A total of 988 respondents participated in the nationwide online
survey. The data were analyzed by correlation analysis and structual equation

current working conditions such as welfare and wages,
and parental

modeling.

Results: First, there were no statistically significant direct effects of ECEC
working conditions on teacher professionalism. Second, there were
teacher efficacy and well-being on teacher
were significant indirect effects of teachers’
working conditions on their professionalism, via efficacy and well-being,
linking the impact of working conditions and the professionalism of teachers.
Conclusion/Implication: The results of this structural model imply that policy
input for teacher welfare, wage increases, and the enhancement of teachers’
well-being and efficacy are valid and significant for the professional
development of ECEC These results provide the data-driven
evidence for the importance of welfare and socio-cognitive approaches for

teachers’
significant direct effects of
professionalism. Third, there

teachers.
teachers.

I key words early childhood education and care(ECEC) teacher, professionalism,

well-being, efficacy, working conditions
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