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Effects of Korean College Students’ Contacts with
International Students on Multicultural Competencies:
Mediating Effects of Life Satisfaction and Realistic Conflict Perception

Gahee Choi

Keimyung University

This study investigated effects of Korean students’ contacts with International students on Korean college
students’ multicultural competencies. This study also examined mediating effects of life satisfaction and
realistic conflict perception between contacts with international students and multicultural competencies.
For the purpose, 384 Korean college students completed the questionnaires including contacts, life
satisfaction, realistic conflicts perception toward international students, everyday multicultural competencies,
and demographic information. The results indicate that number of contacts predicts cultural self-efficacy
and cultural knowledge, whereas contact diversity predicts cultural openness. Life Satisfaction predicts
cultural openness, cultural self-efficacy, and cultural knowledge, and realistic conflicts perception predicts
all subscales of everyday multicultural competencies scale other than cultural knowledge. Results also
discovered that life satisfaction mediates the relationship between contact diversity and multicultural
competencies, but realistic conflict perception did not mediate between contact diversity and multicultural
competencies. Based on the results, the suggestions to enhance college students’ multicultural

competencies were discussed.

Key words : international students, contacts, multicultural competencies, life satisfaction, realistic conflict perception
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