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Along with the advances in medical technology and the economic development, more Received April 28, 2019
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erminally ill patients are receiving hospice and palliative care services. Moreover, hospice Accepted May 9, 2019

and palliative care clinicians have been showing considerable interest in studies that aim to
improve the quality of said care for patients and their families. Meanwhile, after the gov—
ernment has strengthened its policy to protect research participants, the institutional review
boards (IRBs) are more closely examining various ethical issues related to patients’ vulner—
ability when reviewing protocols for hospice and palliative care research. However, termi-
nally ill patients should be provided with guaranteed qualities of hospice and palliative care
to improve and maintain their quality of life. To that end, support should be provided for
efforts to conduct ethical and safe studies with hospice and palliative care patients. Thus,
this review paper proposes ethical guidelines for hospice and palliative care research. The

guidelines could be appropriately used as a reference for researchers who should prepare for Correspondence to
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