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Psychometric Testing of the Korean Version of Templer’s Death Anxiety Scale

among Older Adults

Hwang, Hyenam

Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing, Daegu University, Daegu, Republic of Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this methodological study was to examine the validity and reliability of a translated Korean version of Templer’s
death anxiety scale among older adults. Methods: The translated Korean scale was administered to 203 older people who aged over
65 years. Exploratory factor analysis was utilized to assess the factor structure of the scale. Internal consistency of the scale was determined
using Cronbach’s @ and Guttman’s split-half coefficient. Results: Factor loadings of the scale ranged from .43 to .86. The scale showed
good internal consistencies of both total scale (13 items, «=.83) and three sub-scales: meaning of death (6 items, @=.77), death-related
event (5 items, @=72), and time of death (2 items, @=380). The concurrent validity compare with Fear of Death Scale was
significant. The Cronbach’s alpha and Guttman’s split-half coefficient were .83 and .80, respectively. Concusion: The findings
of this study demonstrate that the Korean version of Templer’s death anxiety scale had satisfactory validity and reliability to measure

death anxiety among Korean older people.
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Table 1. General Characteristics (N=203)
Variable n %
Male 76 374
Gender Female 127 62.6
65-69 28 13.8
Age (1) 70-74 22 10.8
75-79 48 23.7
=80 105 517
Education status No formal educated 80 394
Educated 123 60.6
Having a religion A <2 53
Yes 1 54.7
. ' ) With family 91 448
Living with family Alone o o5
Good 184 90.6
Family relationship Bad 14 6.9
No family 5 25
Economic status Enough 144 709
Not enough 59 29.1
) Poor 106 522
Perceived health status Good o i
Living satisfaction Unsatisfied 62 305
Satisfied 141 69.5
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Table 2. Factor Loadings of the Korean Version of Death Anxiety Scale (N=203)
o Factor Loading
1 2 3
7 The thought of death never bothers me. 86
2 The thought of death seldom enters my mind. 66
5 | am not at all afraid to die. 60
3 It doesn't make me nervous when people talk about death. 59
15 | feel that the future holds nothing for me to fear. 45
1 | am very much afraid to die. 44
6 | am not particularly afraid of getting cancer. 86
13 | shudder when | hear people talking about a World War . 79
9 | fear dying a painful death. 53
11 | am really scared of having a heart attack. 48
4 | dread to think about having to have an operation. 43
12 | often think about how short life really is. 72
8 | am often distressed by the way time flies so very rapidly. 69
Eigen value 435 2.08 1.06
Explained variance (%) 335 16.0 82
Cumulative explained variance (%) 335 49.5 57.7

Extraction method: Maximum likelihood method; Rotation method: Direct oblimin rotation
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Table 3. Correlations between the Korean Version of Death Anxiety Scale and Fear of Death Scale (N=203)
Korean Version of Death Anxiety Scale
Factor
Total 1 2 3
r (p) 1 (p) 1 (p) r (p)
92 .56 85 72
Fear of Death Scale (<001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001)
Table 4. Reliability of the Korean Version of Death Anxiety Scale (N=203)
Factor Cronbach’s a Guttman'’s split-half coefficient
1. Meaning of death 77 75
2. Death-related event 72 72
3. Time of death 80 80
Total 33 .80
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