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Entrepreneurship Education and Entrepreneurial Intention: Fear
to Start-up and Start-up Communities in Class

Taekyung Kim*

Abstract

Fear to start-up failures has been known to have a negative impact on entreprenecurial intention. This is one of the reasons why the
government adopts a policy to help university students overcome their fear of start-ups. Setting educational goals to foster innovative and
progressive entrepreneurs, universities have been conducting entrepreneurship education, but it is hard to say that constructive results have
been achieved so far. Rather than adopting the practice of optional entrepreneurship education, there is a need to have all university
freshmen mandatorily take the course of entrepreneurship education.

This study aims to uncover the impact of more aggressive entrepreneurship education position in the university by analyzing empirical
data. The relationship between an entrepreneurship level and entrepreneurial intention was tested, and start-up fear was also considered. In
the research model, self-leadership and self-efficacy were included as regressors to entrepreneurship levels. Especially, this study tested
moderate effects of start-up community during the course.

The results from the sample of 2,500 freshmen indicate that entrepreneurship level is significantly improved by taking the course;
however, fear to start-up failures remains still. In addition, empirical findings show that putting start-up communities in the
entrepreneurship education helps students by moderating self-leadership and self-efficacy. This study extends our knowledge of

entrepreneurship education in university by analyzing university freshmen data empirically.
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