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Factors Affecting Cultural Competency of Elementary School Nurses

Jungeun Shin® - Suin Park’ - Hyejung Lee®

'"Department of Nursing, Chungcheong University - Graduate School, College of Nursing, Yonsei University,
*Graduate School, College of Nursing, Yonsei University, 3College of Nursing, Yonsei University,

ABSTRACT

Purpose: The aim of this study was to investigate the factors affecting the cultural competency of elementary school
nurses. Methods: Data were collected from a convenience sample of 109 school nurses who were recruited from
elementary schools across three large cities in South Korea. The daata were analyzed with independent t-tests,
a one-way ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation coefficients, and stepwise multiple regression. Results: School nurses
who had experience caring for multicultural students showed a significant difference in the cultural competency
(t=8.75, p=.004). Factors affecting their cultural competency were awareness of multicultural families (3=.17,
p=.006) and transcultural self-efficacy (3=.69, p<.001), which explained 58.6% of the total variance. Conclusion:
The findings suggest that it is necessary to provide more training and educational programs for school nurses
to improve their awareness of multiculcural families, including interventions to enhance transcultural self-efficacy,
in order to enhance their cultural competence and to help them provide tailored care for multicultural students
with diverse cultural backgrounds.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics and Variables asso-

ciated with Cultural Competency (N=109)
Characteristics Categories n (%)
Age (year)* 20~29 7 (6.4)
30~39 23 (21.1)
40~49 38 (34.9)
>50 41 (37.6)
Education Associate degree 11 (10.1)
Bachelor's degree 69 (63.3)
> Master's degree 29 (26.6)
Career length (year) i <10 38 (34.9)
10~<20 11 (10.1)
>20 60 (55.0)
Caring for Yes 88 (80.7)
multicultural student No 21 (19.3)
Working with Yes 94 (86.2)
foreign teachers No 15 (13.8)
Participating in No 58 (53.2)
multicultural 1 14 (26.6)
education 2~3 12 (17.4)
>4 3(2.8)
Needs for multicultural Not required 4(3.7)
healthcare and Middle 20 (18.3)
health education Necessary 85 (78.0)

*Average of age 45.42+8.11; TAverage of career length 16.66+9.87.
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Table 2. The Levels of Awareness of Multicultural Families,
Transcultural Self-efficacy and Cultural Competency (N=109)

Variables Min Max  M*SD
Awareness of 1.88 500 3.54%+0.79
multicultural families

Transcultural self-efficacy 1.88 400 2991041
Cognitive 125 400 2651054
Practical 136  4.00 2941046
Affective 2.00 400 3.201£043

Cultural competency 215 500 3.76+0.55
Cultural recognition 320 500 4461051
Cultural attitude 275 500 4271051
Cultural knowledge and skill 1.55  5.00 3.38+0.70
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Table 3. Differences in Cultural Competency according to Demographic Characteristics (N=109)
Cultural comeptency
Characteristic Categories
M=SD tor F (p)
Age (year) 20~29 120.57+14.44 0.85 (.468)
30~39 121.09+21.03
40~49 123.29+15.78
>50 127.73+19.30
Education Associate degree 133.094+10.59 2.28 (.107)
Bachelor's degree 121.81+19.93
>Master's degree 126.97+15.03
Career length (year) <10 122.05%+18.07 1.32(.271)
10~<20 132.18+13.68
>20 124.32+18.92
Caring for Yes 126.76+17.14 8.75 (.004)
multicultural student No 114.10+19.58
Working with Yes 125.62+18.18 3.52 (.063)
foreign teachers No 116.20+17.05
Participating in No 120.66%+0.37 2.29 (.082)
multicultural education 1 130.52+13.18
2~ 127.21+16.45
>4 117.00+13.07
Needs for multicultural Not required 137.50£19.00 2.30 (.104)
healthcare and Middle 118.20£18.60
health education Necessary 125.14%+17.86
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Table 4. Correlational Relationships between Major Variables (N=109)
Awareness of Transcultural Cultural
Variable multicultural families self-efficacy competency
r (p) r (p) r (p)
Awareness of multicultural families 1
Transcultural self-efficacy .186 (.052) 1
Cultural competency 311 (.001) .751 (<.001) 1
Table 5. Factors Affecting on Cultural Competency of School Nurses (N=109)
Variables B SE B t p
Transcultural self-efficacy 1.271 118 699 10.784 <.001
Awareness of multicutural families 0.501 183 172 2.732 .006
R*=59 Adj. R’=.58, F=77.44, p<.001
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